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MB THtty of S'tngtr^' 
in the War (hip of, 
God had hem yery 
mticb negleBed and umkil/uHy, 
p&ftniiia mmg our fehes/- 
in cmpdfifm • of the greater • • 
J^wled^ and hetter ^are of 
tVe foreign ' fiS^wrckVf' t«'; 
fome tate Anempt§ were fet oH ■• 
foot to teach the Arty and W-" 
courage the Traftkej 

m • * 

A 1 Amwz, 
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■ 

Among other Dejigns of this 
Hfturt, rk Week* day Lee- 
cure, 4f v^h the^ fmomng 
Sermons were freaM, and 
that has been cwitihud feyeral 
Tears for theSerVtceof tf^e/<- 
^0», and farticsdarlj theEr^ 
couragement of Singings has 
not been the leaft confiderafHey 
mr the kafi 'JerVktahk aH4 
fmefsfid. 

, ^d df m tbot^ht ft. at 
fmnttim ot other t9 ni^dtr 4^ 
SittbjeA, m nrnch negt^lj^ at 
tbt Pra^lice, and m rarefy 
handled as it was generally ill 
perform'di foi m thot^hi it 
cmd be no where n^rt proper 
than at fucb a ^lace. And 
tho they were fir/it undertaken^ 
and now fuhU[h'd at the Ve- 
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fire of the QentJemm that ot- 
courage and fupport itf and fofr 
their particular Ufe\ yet we 
think our felves concerned to 
declare f That as »e profefs 
follom the Gmdance of no otbe^r 
Spirit bta that of God^ n» «9 
he of my Party but that of all 
ferious Chrtfiiansi fo they are 
ftncerdy direHed to the common 
benefit y andhaVe no Umer or 
nOre tonfmd an Atntf than 
the' SattsfaSiion and Jf/jftancf 
sf all the Serious and Sincere^ 

-litany of mr ^eVerettd Fa- 
thirl imployd excellent Taint 
in the federal Volumes of the 
M6rning-Le^res f ^<ir were 
devoted to the Seryice of Prao' 
tical Relfgion, inflead of 
medling mth the m^ T»\5- 



yi The Preface; 
futeiy and the hwtftd Quartets 
if the limes 5 and haVe been 
Veryufeful to the World: ■ and 
ve thought it no way improper 
cr imfutabk to the Charailer 
*attd Circumflance of younger 
'Miniftas, to he mUing to 
ferife fo excellent an Inter eji • 
and hope we may moVe in this 
lower Sphere without any juji 
Cenfure, 

It will he neeejjary to oh- 
ferye. That tho the prejent • 
f)ifcourfes may not be fo uni' 
form and of a fiece^ or wrought 
^ff with fo even a Thrcd, 
as if composed hy a jingle 
Bandi like the different 'Co- 
hurings of federal Hands in a 
9*iSlure: yet they haye upon 
that Jccomt tbeir A^ontto^^ 
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-and Convenience loo, • Por tho 
the fame - thh^s happen fome' 
times to ie faid l^ feVerai^ 
yet they are always direBed ft 
a Afferent Puirpofe, and ex- 
pre ft in a different Manner.' 
And it may be fme ' GraU^L" 
cation to the innocent Curio/ity^ 
as well as fome Help to the 
real Benefit of the fertous ^a^ 
der, to fee the fame ihif^f 
held in a different Light, and 
ckth'd in a different t>refs j 
and may give the greater ^^- 
Vant^e to the Evidence and 
beauty of Div'me Truth, ' So 
that what is wanting in theSym- 
^etry off arts ^or Equality of 
Stile, is made up in the Tlea- 
fure 0^ Variety ; like the |raU- 

/»/ Confufion of AiffeTttvt 
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Pkmrs in a plea/ant Fieldj 
or tbt pUafing Harmony art' 
fing from the Campofitm of 
JeVeral Sounds, 

W« JhaUmly 4dd, That if 
vn had Known any thing fo 
difiinHly writ upon the Sub- 
jeiff fornCd out of the Scrip- 
ture, and fitted for common 
U/e, we Jhould haye thought 
the prefent Undertaking the 
lefs necefjary. And we are 
willing to hope it may not ie 
T»holly fruitlefSf and without 
Succefsf as we eame/lly defire 
it may be attended with the 
DiVme Slefjing, 
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T The Nature of 

Jerm. htion to the following Difcourfcs, I 
i^'^rvjaa^ve chofenthefe Words as the 
SottodatioQ of what I have ta 
offer upon that Matter, and (hall 
in a few words Ihew their Rela- 
tion to the Context. 
'In tfee foregoing Chaj^ters the 
Afioftte aflerts the -great Truths of 
the Gofpel, and in this begins a 
praSical Exhortation, grounded 
upon what he bad, been there efta- 
blifliing ; From the Cpnfideratioa 
of what he had there faid, pref- 
ling Heavenly-minded nefs and 
Mortification, from Verfe i. to 
12. from whence to the I (S^*, he 
urges to the particular Dutys of 
Charity, Peace and Thankfulnefs \ 
^nd as a Means in order hereto di- 
f efts the diligent Study of the 
Scriptures, which duly entertain'd 
TimJlT. a|i^ ^jq to make nswifeytffo Sal^ 

* ifation , aod pariic^ularly enjoins 
the Siffging of Ffalms^ Hymns ^ and 
Spiritual Songs j as tending to jko- 
fiiote the Intrereit of'HolinWfs In 

oar Hearts and Lives. 

In the Words wc inve the Aft, 
tilt Objeftjthe Mann< . theEnd 
of til^^ae'aiioa^d Du 'omt:^^ft 
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)oint ConfideratioD whereof weSerflK I. 
may form a Definition of it, as ^JT 
exadi as we are coKera'd to have* 

I- T^\it AEH% Sifi^in^\ the gene- 
ral Notion of whK:h is fpekkhfi^ 
fnufically: and I ftiottld but abufe 
your Patience in detaining you, 
while I infifted more largely upoa 
a matter which is fo obvious to 
the ineanelt Underftanding- 

II. Tht Object i%Ff alms ^ Hymns ^ 
and Spiritual Songs* HOvV thefe 
are diftinguiftiM'T cannot tell, and 
fliafl nt^t trouble you with theOpi- 
iifoF» of offers. lii'tHis they al! 
agree, Thkt they -are Words fo 
oomfios'd, as- to be fit for Singing ; 
which is the pr^er Notion of 
what we pill Ferfe or Mettre.* • ^ 
Bat tV^^'«-He Obicd of Singing in 
geneiai i^V^Wfr ^^ ■Compoforesy or 
[K^ri/ fet t^TiJn^s^* 1 need not tell'- 
you that? the OVjcdt of Singing,^ 
^^it is an Act of Rclir^. os Wor-^^^' 
. fhip-, i^ i>m;ff and Sf*j itual Songs, 
i\^e. Cofli]>*{^Ares whicr contain a 
Bfvitie or Spiritual Sewfc^ \N^ti*&s. 
fabjdii: Matter is(rt>d-> Yvvs>n'3Axvc^^ 
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.Serit}. h Perfcdions^and wonderful Works, 
yfY'V according to the Difcover y which , 
%.has made of liimfelf ia.hi$ 
Word, which we call the Scrip-^ 
tures of the Old and New. Tefta- 
ment. 

And I conceive that whatever 
Songs are Scriptural are the pro- 
per Objeft of Singing, as it is un-? 
der prefent Confideration j efjve- 
dally thofe which treat of Chrilb, 
and the Benefits of his Redemp- 
tion. For I can by no means be 
of their mind, who in the public • 
Congregations would confine us to,. 
that Colledion of the Jewijh Pfal-J, 
Tmdy^ which is call'd the Vfdms of\ 
David^ for Reafons which I muft^ 
not give, becaufe I am not allow'd. . 
to invade another's Province, i ' 
come next, 

III. To the i5/4«fsi* ^ ' Singing j. 
andtho what I have \iere to pro-; 
pofe will fall uqder the Confide- 
ration of him whofe bufinefs it isv: 
to give Diredi'jns, yet I am necef- ; 
farily oblig'd to mention fomc,!' 
things under this Head, becaufe in 
all Moral and K^eUgLoM^ A^dions 
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the Datjf of Sii^Gii^G. f 

the Manner of Performance is an germ. V 
eflential Part, and the Neglcft of C/vNJ 
it will, in the fight of God, de-^ 
nominate that Trifling and Hypo- 
aify, which Men would have pafs 
for Divine Service or Worlhip- 
Therefore, 

§.1. It muft be with Grace in the 
Heart. There muft be a Concur-^ 
rcnce of Heart and Voice. God' 
does' indeed require the dZ-z/^ ^/hoC X!V. 
the Lips^ but w^re Praifes will not 2. 
be an acceptable Sacrifice. There- [ 
fore DUx//^ calls upon hisS^r// to' 
hU/s thr jLoril^ ajdid aU that waspf^Cllj^,, 
within him to blefs Go£s holy Name. 
Agreeably to which the Apoftlc 
dircdS) that we ihonld make melody EpluV.i^. 
i?t our Hearts to the Lord. And 
indeed it is a rul'd Cafe, that bo^ iTim.Iv. 

dilyExerciJe frofiteth little. Nowfi'. 
Singing with Grace in the Heart 

. may itfiply as follows : 

(r-) That he that lings be a . 

iracioHs Perfon, or a good Man. 
lyt hunp that God heareth not Sin-- ' 
ners^ is a Maxim applicable to the 
prcfeat Cafe. Tht Prayer of the 
Wickid. is an Abomination^ z^ Vvs 

P/aijfes can't be acc^pta\Aft* X^^ 

B 5 Vl 
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Serm. I. it muft needs be a provoking thing* 
U<yV^to a holy and jealous Gdd, for 
thofe toiing his Praifes tljat dc- 
pife his Government, and hatcWs. 
Laws. Such People do but lye vtu^ 
him with their Aloutlxs^ and flatter 
him with their Lips. And CVCn a 

Man of common Difcretion would 
lefs rcfent' the Curfes of an Ene- 
my, than openand notorious Flat- 
tery. It is mocking and infulting 
the great God, for Men at once 
to praife his Name, and live in an 
habitual Defiance; of. lilm. . Itis a| 
ft^X^llxf^^Jy God thsitj.idfakit^ihe'JPyaifiy^ 
3* €>/lfrael; aiad therefore we. fliould' 

refolve as David did^ J will ivajh 
PtXXVtt'^y hands in Innocence^ and fo, wiUt^ 
^3 7^ campafs thim 'Altar ^ ^ O Lord : "ThaP * 
; ; / -tnay: plfbliflj with -the' f^dice- ^f- 
Thaakf^r^ih^^ and telf ^of-all tbjf-^ 
wandroiis ^Vorks* 

(2.) It niuft be in the lively* 
Exercife of. paiticular Graces j. as;, 

Ci.] JCnmhd£.\ A Man inuflr ?, 
underrtattd. aodaadually confider j 
whathe.faysi when he fings^ the • 
Pf.XLViI.P^aifcs cf God : SIjj^ ye Praifes 
7* With Vndirfiandw^* Gtherwife 

k ivjiat he dots. \5f ftO • JBv^^ ^^^ -Kfe» 
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of Worfeip or Devotion, tbanSerm. fc 
the Noife of a muficalfaitrpmenti '.>o/^ 
He is properly bat as ^4;;^iirf iCor.XIII 
Brafs^ and atinklifig CymhaL 

[[2.] Faitkn For -without Faith it 
U mpojfible to pUafe Qod. And h^ Heb.XI.5* 
that comes to him mvfi believe that 
fcr^, a7id that he is a Recorder ofai 
thfm that diligertly feek hint* 

C3.] Love* 'this is the frfi and 

jpreat Commandmem^ Thou P^^l^ l(^^^i^'[^,xXU* 
the Lord thy God with all thy Jfeafr^ 
&c. Accordingly it is to be re- 
garded as the 5piiag of all accep- 
table Obedience : and fui-ely Praife 
snaft be a cold and naufeous tbing^ 
If. it don't flow from ? He^rt fitW 
if?hh Gratitude and fincpi^e Afl^^ 
tioo. If there bea't inward . De- •' ■ ''' 
Jire, Delight, and Admiration, 
ipngs of Praife are empty and in- 
iignificant Things y efpecially coxir- 
fidering that God is not to bd 
imposed upon : but all things a/e Heb, IV. 
iUiked and of en in his fight with whom. 
ipehjave to do* 

124.] ' Humility. Thb Cuftom 
has not made it ufual to kneetiii 
•Singing as in Praying, ^^x. ^\\ ^- 
qual JRroitration of SouV \i^wTc^^^ 

B 4 ^'^ 
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ri)i. I.us in both, confidering what aa 

^vSiO infinite rpiftance there is betweea 

|]s and the Objeft pf our Songs^ 

and how he is exalted far above alt 

Blejfmg and Fraife^ the Hallelujahs 

of the Angels as welj as the Ho- 
fanriahs of the Saints : Efpecially 
remembring that we^ are Sinners, 
and fo deferve to be in that place 
where the Circumltances of the 
milerable Inhabitants extort weef^ 

irj£\ wailing^ and gnajhlng of teeth^ 

inftead of Praife and joyful Accla- 
mations. 

§• 2. It muft be in the Name of 
the Lord Jefus Chrifl j ver. 17. 
Giving thanks unto the Father by him. 

ParaUel to this is that of the A- 

*. IIL pofti^j Vnto him be Glory in the^ 
Church by Chrifi "Jefus. The Im- 
pojt of this. Expreflion is, that 
our Praifes muft be offer'd up to 
God thro the Mediation of. Chrift, 
whofe Interceilion procures Ac-* 
ceptance for our Praifes as well 
as Prayers. The fame Hand muft 
prefent, and the fame Incenfc per- 
fume both. 

IV- The 
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Serra. I. 

IV. The£//^i of Singing is two- U/VV 
fold : The Glory or God, ancf 
mutual Edification. 

§. I . The Glory of God. This 
is the ultimate End of a Cbriftian 
ia all his Anions, and efpecially 
Religious ; IVhofo offer eth Praife^ P£ L. vdu 
glorifies me. I need not tell you, 
that we can't make God more glo- 
rious than be is neceflarily, eflen- 
tially, and eternally ^ but by p£ai>- 
Ung God, we acknowledg and 
proclaim his Glory. 

§. 2. Mutual Edification % and 
particularly,' 

(^i.) IiffiruHion zi^di Admonitiom : 
Teaching and adtnomfi^ing one ano^' 
ihery &C. Now thisEud is admi- 
rably anfwer'd by Pfalms^ Hymnsy 
and' Songs, in which important 
Truths are many time^ mpfl: agree-* 
ably prc^s'd, jnofe oafiif im- 
prefs'dY and better remember'd 
than other wife. Upon whi^hac-^ 
count it has been ofual in all. 
Ages 9 even thofe moft remote 
from the prqiepf time, and in al^ 
places where there ha^ bt^^ ?S£f 
Jtd^ipsa profef$?d^ ot ':5J^il^^K5fa; 

B 5 VNfot^^ 



to ^ •'•73^N^ATax.fi y- 

Scriti. I.Woflhip paid to a Superior Beings 

^^"VV^to deliver what tttey counted fa- 

ered Myft^rys in Verfe, and tofet 

that Verfe to Tunes. But this 

needs not be infifted on. 

(2.) Comfor'f. According to thati 
// any vtAn- affiictcd ? Up him pray : 
is any merry f let him fing Pfalms. 

But as. all tbefe things will fall 
in under other Heads, I am allowed 
only to mention Vm*^ and that 
litems "ffifficienttJO'orfwer my De- 
fgit, wih?ch W2fs to ffiow tlie Na^ 
tureof t)\Q Ordinance. 



\ 
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From ,what has been faid, I 
in'^ht- draw' Rfvcfal uftful Infe- 
renees 5 'Iwt confi^fei'irig tl>at> tny 
Difcotif JTe^ \% but- Ihtr odu^ory t^ 
liie reft, ! ftafl ohly mention two 
«ir three thirig?^ to which the Ge- 
netH Head* f&ftly l«ad nie : A s, - 

I. That- our Sinking fliould ^ 
csis ffmficdl' as may ^be *i ■ B6y tiid 
wftereGod' has deny'd a- Voice of 
an Ear, be ^^ ill iiotre^"^^ whaf , 
fee has not -given, yet Turely wc 
ihould rervattliif widythVbdFwe' 
ftaVe, afflil ifftprote^eyett "liajbnti 
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mult account for it : apd vvc may Sf rm'-.fe 
imagiue what the Confequenccs of. -^V^S^ 
our Negled will be, if we<:onfid€r; " - 
that awful Text, Cvrftd be the Dr-^.I. t^ 
ceiver which hath in his,Fhck a M^le^ 
and VQwetk 4t^d facrificeth vnto th^ 
Lord a corrupt thing. Indeed our 
belt /hall be accepted, be it ever 
fb mean *, but nothing lefs fball 
be regarded, be.it ever fo goodw 
And the Reafon is obvious \ be-: 
caufc to put off God with ^ny. 
thing Ihort of the bell, mult need» 
be a high Affront to him, who 13. 
infinitely exalted ahovt alt Bhjfm^ 
and Praifi^ and deferves iftfinitely 
better from us than our belt ci® 
be. It's true, the Muiick of our 
Voice is a matter of lefs impor* 
tance than the Melody of our 
ikart, but not therefore to btf 
negleftcdi becaufe a /vei'y minute, -..^y; 
Circumftance may be cxpreflive of 
a- great deal of Duty or Difobe- 
dience, as fufficiontly appears la 
the Cafe of our firfl: Parents, la 
a- ?rord, I' may apqply to the pre?- 
fen* Cale tjiat of our Lord iii.ano* 
t\\er^yTluJe4i/gf>t,ye to har^t dcmc^V^^^**-''*^^ 
jiffd fwt left the iuber.v»ialwe; -a^v^C^'^'^* . . 
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Scrm. May the ftrcfs of what I have fa/rf 
^-^VXj' upon that of the Apoftle, Glorify 
^^ * 'God in your Body ^ and in your Sfi-* 
rits^ which are hU. 

2. If the Objeft of Singing is 
Scriptural Songs, thejiiuidoubted- 
ly we mull not mingle oiir own 
Inventions^ Fancys, and private 
Opinions, with the great and ob- 
vious Truths of the Gofpel, in 
thofe Compofures which we fing 
in the Worlhip of God. And I 
think this fufficiently intimated in 
the Text i Let the Word of Chrijt 
dwell in you richly-, teaching and ad^ 
monijhing dne another in Tfalms^ 
Hymns^ and fpiritual Songs. If men 
don't in every Ordinance keep to 
this Rule, to the Law and to the 
Te^lmany^ their Sacrifices cannot 
be acceptable, but muft fall under 
llit.XV,j.that Cenfure, In vain do they worr 
jhtf me. And this is one Abomi-t 
nation in the Church of Rome^ that 
they fing not only what is un- 
fcriptural, but antifcriptural too, 
yea infinitely abfurd and ridku- 
*J[MP^ lous •, as 1 might Ihew by Inftances 
^T^ enough to enlarge this Difcourfe 

^ Sec Uito a Vojlume^ 
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3. If the Manner of Perfor-Serm. I 
mance be with Grace in our He arts ^^^/W^ 
then we mull fee to it that we be 
fincerely devoted to that God whofe 
Praifes we fing, and not fing the 
Lor£s Songs with unhallow'd Lips. 
We 'mull alfo endeavour to have 
every Grace (as before mention'd) 
in its proper and lively Exercife, 
and tune our Hearts as well as 
Voices. We muft offer a rcafo- 
nable Service, vnderfiand and at- 
tend to the Senfe of what we fing, 
left we be no mfer than the Fowls Job 
of the Heaven^ who fing they know XXXV.i 
not what. We mult fet our felves 
as in the Prefcnce of the All-feeing 
God, that a Senfe of his Infpec- 
tion may awe us into a decent Re- 
verence, and make us watch a- 
•gainft every thing unfutable to the 
Solemnity of Worlhip, and im- 
pertinent to the BuCnefs before 
us: Believing and being firmly 
perliiaded, that as we muft ac- 
count for every Adion in general^ 
whether good or bad, fo in a very 
particular manner for every Ad 
of Worfhip i and that of e^cr^ 
i4U Word wc wufi gw^ ^n oACounx 



14 The Nature of 

rm. I. fff the Day of Judgment to him rpfj/f 
'^T^J taketh no fleafinre in Fools. Let iii 
have an eye to the Kecompence of Re" 
ward^ as thofe who believe that 
the Care and Pains we take in th« 
loweft Inftance of Duty, fljallin n^ 
wife lofe its Reward. Let »s think 
with our felvcs, that whik we 
tire confcientioufly fmging the Prai- 
les of God in his Church below, 
we are training, up for that better 
"World, where everlafting Joy fjaR 
ieupon our Heads^ and our Mouths 
.eternally fillM with the high Prai- 
fcs of our God i and not forg<?t 
to confider what a dreadful thing 
it will be, to have our Crys and 
Wailihgs in Hell receive a higher 
Accent from our Hypocritical 
Songs of Praife on Earth. Let us 
alfo fee to ity that we fing the 
Praifes of God in t^? fixercrft of 
Holy Love^ that every Breath be 
watmM with that holy Flame, and 
i devout Afpirartion attend every 
Word we nttvr. Thus David be- 
^in^*that loftv So.^g ofPVaife, 
Pfxrl. XVHl. IriSrhveihee, OLord^ 
mty Strcnqrh : and io ftwild every 
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the Title of a S^ng of Loves. Thus Serm. L 
will the Imploymeat be delightful p>^v>^ 
to our felves, and grateful to God j f-^^f^^ 
Chear the Heart both of God And 
Man* 

Finally, Let us join Humility to 
the other Graces, remembring 
what a Majefty we approach, 
what unworthy Creatures we are, 
and how fbrry things our Offerings 
be. Herein imitating thofeglori^ 
ous Creatures, with whom we one 
-day hope to join in eternal Hallelu- 
jahs ; who cover their Faces and Feet^ Ifa.VL2,9, 
when they cry^ Holy^ Holy^ Holy. 
Lord God^ &c. 

. And this Hlimility will make ns 
come inthe iST/^wf of Jefus, under 
a ienfe of oar own Unworthincfs, 
and a Perfaafion that the Holy 
God can accept of nothing from. 
t!ic hands of fuch abomi.iable 
Wretches as we are, but thro the 
lHer?ts and rnterceftion of him, 
iphom the. Father hcireth always. 

4: From what has been fa id of 
thjc.End,* we may infer our Xjbti- 
gition to aim at the Ghry of . God 
ifr this Duty V that \\^ ^^\x, V5i, 

^Ji^ Zofd^' That \sre M^vft^ ^^^" / 
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Jerm. I. abhor the Thoughts of driving- 
on any bafe or mean Dcfigns un- 
der the cover of the choiceft De- 
votion: That we don't for a pre- 
fence multiply our Songs of Praife^ 
as- the Pharifees lengthen'd out 
their Prayers, left: we receivey as- 
they, greater DamnatiBn. 

And feeing mutual EdiBcation- 
X^ another End we are to aim at^ 
I Ihall here take leave to advife 
that our Singing be with a dit 
tinft and audible Voice, without 
which it fhould fcem that End 
can't be anfwcrM. How can 
Men be affeftcd with an indif- 
tind Murmur, or how fhall they 
know we do really pin in prai- 
ling God, while we fpeak only 
roour felves? Indeed the Heart 
may be right, and God princi-; 
pally regards its Melody : but. 
unlefs we fin^ (as far as the Na*- 
ture of the tning will bear) fa 
as to be underftood by- others, 
or to have them fatisfy'd that 
we go along with them i I may^ 
jiiltly apply what the Apoffile 
fpeaks againff praying in aa un- 
:iv,kaovfa Tongue^. \Vc j^oA tnt« 
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the Air : Our Sfirit indeed fings^Serm. I. 
but our Vnderfianding is anfruit^ UO/N^ 
ful. We fhould therefore fing 

with the Sfirit^ and fing with Vn* 
derfianding j i. e* fo as to be un- 
derftood by others. And there- 
fore as we (hould be cautious not 
to confound others by an un- 
feemly Noifinefs, fo we fhould 
extend our Voice to the moft 
convenient degree we arc ablej 
and not under a Pretence of 
Modefty baulk the great End of 
the Inftitution, The Levites praised » Chron. 
the Lord^ the God of Ifrael, with^^* *^ 
41 loud Voice on high j and Paul and 
&7^ fung.fo loud, that the Pri-AftsXVI. 
fmeri heard Vw. ^^* 

5. To conclude : If God in this, 
as well as other Ordinances, looks 
fo much to the Hearty and ex- 
peds to be worfliip'd in Sfirit k 

and in Truths what need have we 
to watch our. owa Spirits, and 
fray for his ? We had need take 
all the Pains, aid ufe all the Ap- 
* plication poflible-, and finding all 
that iafufficient, we muft have 
recourfe to a better Streng^th tU^oa. 



i8 The Nature, &c. 

:?er.m. I. may be fet in Tune by the Fin-^ 

xy^Y\ufger of God j and joining with the 

Pfalmift, fay, 0pm thou my LifSy 

and my Mouth Jhall Jhevf forth thy 

Praife* 
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' . ■ ■ ' 

^/«5f 0f»tP himj fi^g Pfdms uut$\ 

. . uWK . 

..- " . - . 

'TT^HE Occafioid of thhPfalm: 

*l may. be gathered irom' 

'-'^ 1 Chrof?. XVI. 7. there we 

End it was put into the hands of 

jlfa^h^an'd his brethren by J) avid r 

They had brought the Ark of God 

. into it^ Refting-place, and then 

gave out themfelves to the view of 

a long and quiet Settlements We 

may obferye this^ that-it ^N^.s^\ft. 

admitted as a Part oi' NNw^\^ 



20 ArgOments for 

rm.II.with the neareft regard to their 
"VNJ own i elicit y, and afterwards em- 
body 'dia the CoUeftion oiFfulms^ 
that it might be of univerfal Ser- 
vice. 1 his, I think, is very clear 
under the Proteftion of this one 
Argument, viz.. That the. Song 
which we read entire in the Book 
of Chronicles^ is broke and divi- 
ded to make up feveral Parts of 
Pfalras, that feem to be more un- 
coiifiii'd and popular. The be- 
ginning of it we meet with in this 
CVth Pfalm, what follows is dif- ^ 
pos'd of.'iutb the" XGVth j one 
Vcrfe lies often in our way, par- 
ticularly in the CXVlUth and 
CXXXVIth, and well it may, for 
it is the Summary of Praife j Give 
Thanks to Gdd^ for he is ' Ccod^ fats 
his Mercy endures for everr The 
concluding . Petition is the fame 
with what you find in the CVith 
Pfalm i and the Doxology, the 
dofe of Joy, we meet with both 
here and in another Pfalm that is; 
compos'd with a diredt view of 
that Mediator, who took vfon him 
the Seed of Abraham. The fame 
devotiomX Language -wVvvcVv xivt.^ 
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ns'd at bringing home the Ark,SermJL 
fcrves an higher purpofe, and is^y^ 
the breathing of Faith and Joy to 
him yi\iOYJ2ii greater than the Tern- 
fie. This will appear if you unite 
Ffal'. LXXII. 18,19. in the fame 
view with Py^/. CVI.48. Thefe 
things will vindicate our Applica- 
tion of an Old Teftament Advice 
to thefe laft days J in which God is 
/feaking^o us by his Son. *Tis true, 

there's the diftance of a great ma- 
ny Ages between the Time of fuch 
Exhortation and ours, ufon whom 
the ends of the Earth are eome*, but 
it reaches us without any Decay or 
Waft: of Argument^ .and I will 
dare to deliver it in thofe Terms 
to every one that's Partaker of the 
Heavenly CaBing j Arife^ for the 
matter Mongs unto thee. 
. This , is the Defign that I have 
in the choice of this Text, and 
that you had in dtrei^ng me to a 
part of Service among, you ; Vta 
to eftablilh the Truth and Obliga- 
tion of a great Ordinance, and 
fliow what a rightful Claim it has 
upon thofe who would walk vsurtbj 
rfGod mtif aUf leafing. Sl^GV^^ 
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Sevm.II.his Praift appears to be a Duty 
v>W;froiiiithde four Springs :of Argo- 
ment •, The Light of Nature, The 
Commands of the Wordy The Ex- 
amples of Ged's people^ and Ttic 
Work of the. Holy ■Sj)intrt/vi4autt 

•r 

■ # 

. I. It may be provM from that 
natural and common l^dxpledf of 
things which God fca^ ^beftow^4. 
upon^Marddnd at lar^.- -Revicla^ 
tion prorfiwess it in a better ti^ht, 
and ftrikes deeper into the Con- 
ftiencei'faut yet the Duty it felf 
h of a mere difiUfiiPe kmd,- ind 
takes the fametCcrmpaiJ vHtb hii- 
mam Reafon. I will iwentiou three 
things under' this. -H^d,, Which* 
will nil up'the Argumejiti' v.. 

§. I . 'Tis . promote* by thofo 
W^rllis *f Gfcaitnefe^ftd Mcrcyithat 
lie ope^ to: an trilyepfil Rem JrkJ 
lifavid caWs in thei .Heabhen W61M 
to bear a Part in. this gtcat Oorft-J 
Pf.CXVII^fbrt ; Praiji him^ alt ■ ye' N^mrn^ 
'fraife him' aB ye Peefte. • 'Tis a* 
common. Duty, and i^sAudes^'thei 
whole ratioisal Nature: Let fhe^ 
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'T:Lit the Peaple fraife thee Gad^S^mAh 
let all the People prai/e thee. Tho V>^V><J 

the Myftcrys of Redemption are^^^^^^' 
unknown among Vm, fo that they ^^ ^* 
cannot think of Go£s loving kind- pfal. 
tufs in the midfi of his Temple j yet XLVIir.9. 
Creation and Providence give 'em 
the Memorials of a Deity, and 
thofe may touch their Joys in a 
feinter way : for according to God^sy^^^ j^^ 
Namtj^fo is his Praife to the Ends of 
the Earthy and his right Hand is 
full of Kghteovfnefs. What may ir^Rom.I.io 
known of him is m^tnifefi in thern^ 20. 
for he has Jhown it to ^em\ and the ' \ * 
imifihle things of him from the Ore-* 
mm. of the World are eledrly fetn by '' 
thi: things that do appear^ even hii 
Eternal Potper and Godhead. Thisr ;;. ,. 
is fo noble an Argument to the . v u 
Work of Praife, that their Si- 
knee falls under a* fever e ODrrec- 
tion V ^l^^y ^^^ 6id" to be withotHyf^f.%^^^ 
Excufif^ becaufe that wh^n they kneio .... 
Cifdj tk^yglorify^d him rutt as God. ' 
•Mature taught the Heathens to 
fing the Praifes of their Gods: 
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DcMuG- Plutarch fays, That Singing and 

^* Mufick among the antient Greeh 

were wholly impl6y'd in the Wor-» 

fhip of their Gods i and laments 

their Profanation and Abufc in 

later times when they brought 

. 'em into the Theater. 

Ei iS vSv 'Tis an admirable Expreflion of 

Jbf^sJ' the Stokk Philofopher : " If we 

^j^iiu£( " ^^^ ^^^^' ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ properly 
%^i\ ** our Bufinefs, in publick and 
Mm ^ <- *' private, than to fing Praifes to 
J^i*,»u>« the Deity ? Should not theLa- 
ir«> tJ u bourer in the Field and at his 
SSriadi " Table fing an Hymn to God ? If 
Epia.I. i.*' I were a Nightingal, I would do 
c Id. ^ as the Nightingals do ; if a 
" Swan, as the Swans : but fiuce i 
** am a reafonable Creature, God 
*' muft be prais'd by me j I will 
*^ never forfake the PraSice my 
" felf, and 1 exhort all others to 
« it. 
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The Af oft ate Emperor fpeiks Scrm JfJ 
of fine Hymns coafecrated t6'>VV:' 
the Gods, and advifes them to be J™ 
learn'dand remembred. J^^^ ' 

M^ny of the Scripture-Songs 
are rais'd upon a view of whit 
God has done in Nature, things 
expos'd to an univerfal Admira- 
tion. David confiders the Z^^?-^- pfii, vltl, 
vens as the Work of his Fingers ^ the 3, 4. 
Moon and the Stars that he had or' 
dain^dj and then fays, Lord<, w^A^^tjQijj^j^Yj 
is Man ? 'Tis true, thefe are only-i4. ' 
fart of his ways^ and we cannot fee ^ q^^^ jy^ 
the Glory of God t6 any faving ad- e. * * 
vantage, but in the face of Jefm 
Chrift: however there are fomd 
Beams of PerfeSion Ihining out to * 
them, who are Aliens from the Co^ 
venant of Promife. For the Hea^ 
vens declare the ' Glory of God'^ and pfiLxlX. 
the- Firmament .Jhewshis handy Work* i, 2, 3,4»* 
Day vnto J)^J utters Speech^ and 
Night unto Night fjows Knotpledg. 
There is no Spefch or L^.-rgn^ac 'iVJO'9 
their f^oice is net henydi^ for thciif 
Line is gone thro att the E^irtk^ an.i 
their Words vhio tie. c;ud. of tbt^ .' . ^ 
World* Thcfe arc 110 C Ci ib^^^i:4w 
as ths Statures that Jj? (r,r:Q, to ^v^^':^^^^ 
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a Afefuh. 7>? Adtftion that prt--3crm.II. 
tjiri'ti ti Vn, t'nt Glory, the Covt-l/'''^C^ 
»:«»fj, f-;e •r.:r.gcf the Lrcr,^dthe 

fromi't:. was becaufc they were a ' 
People, (f TtsM <« cencermne the 
Fief! Orr-.T cjtrfit. Thefc liaQ no 
farther viVie in them than as they 
were e'rijluVd by a temporary 
Coizn-iir..-!, and pointed to that ri- 
per Giory, thofefcwffr t\>ings nb^irHrk xr. 
G'.d Kdd Tcfer'jd for its-.- But thtulc. 
Wcrss that are purely moral arc 
Dfte:;tiii]es mention'd apart irom 
Clmnj and when thcfe two arc 
pkc into the Ballaiice, tlic Chu- 
E)i&sr always weighs on one lidc ; 
He Lord htu not fo ytitt Delight , Sjm. 

"kiifyi^g the P'oice cf the L«rd.- 

ietit to ohey is better than S^erlfct^ 

^to hedrien thtfi the Fm of Rams. 

he fuppofcs an awakcn'd 

Dce lamenting how infufli- 

kovftmdt of Ramsy -(^ Tm Mic. Vl.t. 

! Rivers of Oil would be, 

f Credit upon thofc 

' .hat are evcr- 

fie hdt Pmwh 

ted^ dndvhdt 

01 
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Sterm.IL Maji to his God ^ bat yet they have 

L^^^v?^ ft>me unpolifliM Thoughts of their 
jon.1.5. j)^^y . jjj^y j^^^ ^^ Opinion of 

Prayer as a way to elcape. Thus 

Rom, II. /^jl,^ Gevtilesj who have Jtot tht LaWy 
^^' '^' do by nature the things contained in 
the Z^anf i and thefe^ having net the 
Law^ are a Law unto themfelves^ 
which Jhow.thc Wnrk of the Law to 
hewrittenin their Hearts. 'Tisth^. 

Parallel between one Ordinance 
and another, that I wou'd argue - 
from : If mere Nature that fur- 
veys the Beauty of Creation and 
Providence, can fhow a God to 
our Hope in the time, of, need^ it 
does equally oblige us to praife 
him for Mercys received. The 
IV^ateri^ls of the Service lie abroad, 
and may be fetch'd in from the 
common Favours of Life ; for as 

Job God our Maker he gives Songs in the 

§. 2. This Duty is diftinguilh^d 
from thofe that werdCqremonial, 
and only a Jhadow of good things to 
come. The Jews had their Law in 
Tables^ but their Gofpel in Figures. 
^ Many parts of their Service were 

S to declare aud uouuftvxXNs. V^^^^ ^ , 
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a Mejfiah* The Adoftion that prr-Serm.II. 
tain^d to Vwi, the Glory ^ the Cove-l^^^^^T^ 
nants^ the giving oj the Law^ ana the ^ , 

Promifes^ was becaufe they were a ' 
People, of whom as concerning^ the 
Flejh Chrifi came. Thefe had no 
further value in them than as they 
were eftablifh'd by a temporary 
Command, and pointed to that ri- 
per Glory, thofe ifrr^r things that hA. XL 
^od had referv^d for us^ • But theulc. 

Works that are purely moral are 
oftentimes mention'd apsfrt from 
them^ and when th^ twojatnp 
put irtito the fialli^nce, the Cfaa^ 
lifter always weighs on oae ^de ; 

7%^lMd has not fo treat DeUghtf Sam. 
iH muitnt-Offering and Sacrifice^ asXV. 22. 
in i^eyhlg the voice of the L^rd^z 
heboid^ to (^ey is better than S^crifice^ 
and to hearlen than the Fat of Hams* 
When he fuppofes an awaken'd 
Confcience lamenting how infuffi-* 
citnt TTjoufands of Ramsy and TeniUxcVLB* 
Thoufand Rivers of Oil would be^ 
he puts a new credit upon thofe 
parts of Obedience^that are ever- 
lafting and itiotal: He has Jhown 
thee^ O Man^ what is good j and what 
the Lord thy Cod requirti of tW* 
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Serm.II.Of this kind are thofe Praifes that 

t^^VNJ we offer to him in the Ordinance 

' of Singing. This is the plain 

fenfe of David^ tho he liv'd in an 

Age when the Ceremonial Com- 

Pf. LXIX.mands had all their Force : / will 

go, 31. jraife the Name of God with a Song^ 

/ will magnify him with Thanlfgiving j 

this alfo fiiall fleafe the Lord better 

• than an Ox or Bu fleck that has Herns 

and Hoofs* 

'Tis not my Province to anfwer 
Objeftions, that's a Service better 
plac'd ; but I cannot be paflive to 
one that ufaally alTaults this Ar-^ 
gument. Some tell us, that we 
may as fairly conclude for the ufe 
of Inftru mental Mulick in the 
Worfhip of God, becaufe the y^iri 
pftcn brought it in thither. I 
fhall give a very eafy and general 
Anfwer, which I hope may both 
break this Difficulty, and lead us 
into the true Nature of that Ser- 
vice we are now oblig'd to. 'Tis 
certain^ moftof their moral Dur 
tys had a Tinaure of Ceremony 
in 'em, becaufe fomething further 
was required of 'embefidesanObe- 
dicnce to the Law ; TVv^x^^^^'^ \kt^ 



I 

the Duty ^Singing. ji 

hofe of the Tromlfe. made unto f^f SermJ] 
Fathers ^ unto which Promife ^^^'^^CaT^ 
twelve Tribes infiantly ferving God xxiv. S 
Day aiid Night hofd to come. That ^^ 
this Expcftation might be kept 
alive, they had the Figures and 
Shadows of the great lilc fling uni- 
ted to their Services. I will fliow 
you this in a parallel Cafe : Prayer 
to God is undoubtedly eftablilli'd 
upon another foot than that of 
the Types and Ccremonys > and 
yet they are fa interwoven, that 
the Duty has a great deal peculiar 
in it, as it comes from them. 
There mult be an Offering, their 
Faces are direfted to the Houfe 

which God had chofen to flace bis 
Name there. They had Seafons of 
doing it : T*he multitudes flood fray- Luk. 1. 1 
ing without at the time of Ince^jfe. 
Wiread of the Hours of Pn?y^r .' Aft. III. 
They were to guard againlt all ce- 
remonial Impuritys i and if any ' ' ' 
thing of this external J^art was 
negled.edjwe fometimes find there's 
a frown of Providence to cloud 
the Work. God made a Breach 
upon David\ Def\g^r\^ \>^ ^\^vw^> . 
Vzxa dead (tho it's too\>^\^^^^^' 
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. Serin .II. World, that- there's nothing of 
c.J-O^^^. Harmony or Entertainment in it •, 
and therefore if they would be 
pleas'd in the fenfe of Hearing, 
they miift go for it to thofe things 
. that are a long Hep from Religion, 
^ On the other hand, he attacks the 
Ordinance with the Prejudice and 
.Sournefs of thofe who condemn 
what they don't underftand : and 
it's no wonder that a Service fo 
:; ufeful to the Chriftian is thus op- 
'\::[ pos'4. But certainly our having 
Voices, that are capable of doing 
their Work with pleafure this way, 
is both an Argument founded in 
.Nature, and obliges to fome Dili- 
gence for Qualification, We are 
aChton. exprefly.tojd of thofe th^t taught 
XXIll 13 to f$rjg Praife. Why is it that God 
Jhas ennobled us at fuch a Coll of 
Love, but that our Adorations 
xnay be diftinsuifli'd from the more 
filent ones tnat other Creatures 
' Pfal. are giving? The Sun, Moerjy and 
CXLy III. Stars ^ Dragons, Beefs, Fire, Hail, 
SnoWj Wind and f^ufours^ Moun^ 
tains J Hills and Trees ^ Cattel, creef'- 
ing things and Fowl, fraiji the N(i,tne 
^ cftheLord-^ anik bi« GUY>f^.'vs(3\€& 
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Is abvve the Heavens. But we areSermlL 
to do it in another manncf, as l-^'V^ 
we have Souls to digeft the Mate- 
rials, and peculiar Organs to give 
it vent : With one Mind and ^^^Rom. XV, 
Mouth we glorify God^ even the Fa* 6. 
ther dfour Lord Jeftu Chrifi. There's 
fbmething in our Make that's e* 
quivalent to an Inftitutionv tliefe 
Capacitys of Preparation andUt* 
terance are given us to carry ba- 
the Defign : My Lips Jlia/l greatly pf^ LXXf. ' 
rejoice when I fing unto thee^ and my 23. 
Soul which thou haft redeernd* 

II. This Duty is ftill more evi* 
dent from the pofitive Inftitutions 
of God's Word. I Ihall confider 
this Argument in two Parts, as it 
Hands upon the Foundation of the 
Prophets and Apoftles. In the Old' 

Teftament we find it commanded, 

us'd and endear'd to our imitation 
from feveral Perfons, but efpeci- 
ally him who is call'd the jfheet 
Pfalrmft of IfraeU In the New wc 
have the fame Exhortations, to 
kt us fee that it's a continuing 
Ordinance j and our Lord, »/;/» ha 
fames y exfe-fts XS^ ini i»Jo duVn^* , 
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Icnn.II* §• ^ • I begin with that part of 
y^Wi^ the Argument that is grounded on 
the Old Tefiament j and what De- 
mand returns fo often as of our 
Service to God this way ? No Call 
to any Duty is more repeated, ef* 
pecially in the Book of Pfalms. 
But becaufe there's an Objeftion al- 
ways ready againft thofe Exhorta- 
tions to Singing which we find 
in the Old Teftament, I will only 
turn you to fuch Paflages as are 
Prophetick of our Worlhip under 
the Gofpel. This is univerfally 
ownM, that many things in thofe 
times were written in a view of 
this laft Difpenfation. The Spirit 
[ Pet, I. in the Prophets teftify^d^ that not vn^ 
(a. to themfelvesy but -unto hs they did 

nfinifier the things that are now rr- 
prted. From fcveral of thefe 
Scriptures, it appears with the 
belt Conviftion to me, that God 
dcfign'dtohavefinging of Pfalms 
a part in his Worlhip now^ 

The Xi-V ilth Pfalm has a great 
ileal in it that looks at thefe lafi 
days-, wherein God has Jfohen to us 
h his Son. He is faid to go vp with 

tnj, ^'SJSwpt'o this wa%tmtoio\a^^dU 
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ator, yjYitVL the Father raised himnfStrm.il. 
from the Beady and gave htm Glory. v>^V\J 
Again, we there read that God^^^^^'^^' 
reigns over the Heathen y and t\i^^^*^^9* 
Trinces of the People are gather^d^ 
even (or as it is in the Margin «»- 
to) the People of the Cod vf Abra- 
ham. Ana the reafon he gives for 
it leads us into {uch a fenfe of the 
words, becaufe the Shields of the 
Earth belong unto Godj and he is 
greatly exalted. What a beautiful 

Account is this of the Succefs the 
lofpel had, and the Blejfmgof A*GaIJIL4 
braham that came on the Gentiles 
throChrifi? Now, in this Pfalm, 
we are commanded to jhout unto 

Godj to fing Traifes^ to do it with 
Vnderfianding : The Call is repea- 
ted feveral times, which lets us 
fee what our Work fliou'd be when 
thefe glorious things took place. 
The LX Vlllth Pfalm fo plainly re- 
fers to Chrift, that the Apoftle Epfa. IV. 
gives us the very words of it, in 
telling us, that he afcended vp on 
highy &c. And this Exhortation 
is mingled in the feveral parts of 
that account, that we /wg imto ^^^^^^^ 
hmthat rides on rbc H%x^^^\ ^^^ 



^5 ARGUMENTs/^r 

Serm.II. particularly the Heathen^ who were 
^-/'VNJonce rebeltiotts^ are charg'd ta do. 
^^•^2,33. it^ becaufe he received Gifts for 

them. Sing vntd God^ ye Kingdoms 

of the Earth. • • 

• TheXGVth»Pfalm is almoft re- 
peated in the ^ Hid and I Vth Chap- 
ters to the Hebrews: From thence 
the Apoftle fetches his Exhorta* 
tions, to hear God's Voice, and 
helienje his .Word ^ which fliows 
^hat it contains thofe Rules of 
Duty that we are to be guided by 
in the days of the Son of Man \ and 
there we are call'd to come before 
his Prefence with Thankfgiving^ and 
make a joyful noife unto him with 
Ffalms. 

We have a cloud of Witncffes 

from the Prophets, who foretold 

the Grace th^t flwuld come vnto us. 

The Converfion of the Gentiles is 

cxprefs'd in this Language, That 

KXXXV. they fhoii^d come to Sion with Songs^ 

JO. &c. They Jliatl fng for the Alajefiy 

^^'^^'^^' of the Lord. Songs frail be heard 

Ih.XXiy.Ji-om the uttermofi- farts of the Earthy 

'4^ I $• even Glcry to the Sighteom. And in 

^^j^^//^ another place. The Ends of the 

'£arth^ the Inbdhita,nts af tlac Roct 
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;/tre to give Glory to the Lord^ andSetm.ir. 
they liluft declare his Praife in the ^-/^Y>^ 
Iflands. The Preaching and Con- 
queft of the Gofpel is meant by 
fublijljing glad TydingSy and faying Rom. X. 
tt^ro-Sion, TlyGod reigneth : And^S* 

when this is the Happineft of any 
People, they piaU lift vp the Voice^ ift. LIL 
and with the F'olce together theyfing : 8,9. 
They break forth into Joy^ and fmg 
together J when the Lord has made 
bare his holy Arm in the Eyes of alt 
Nations^ and all the Ends of the 
Earth come to fee the Salvation of 
God* Time would fail me to bring 
in all that we meet with to this 
purpofei I will only fum up the 
Argument, That if God delign'd 
to abolifli this Ordinance, and rale 
it out of his Worfhip, we can 
fcarce think that he would have 
put the Duty and Joys of a Gofpcl- 
day into fuch Language. 

§. 2. I proceed to thofe Com- 
mands that we have in the A^TP • - 
Tejtamen't j and thefe are plain e- 
nbugh to carry their own Evidence* 
The firft I ihall -mention you have 
Efh^ V. 19* .Speakings -Uifloli^i ko your 
fehes (or/^ t^e ii7iatbcr)in Pjolmsv 
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Serm.lL and Hynms^ and ffiritiud Sengs ^ 
Ky^sT^finging and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord. 'Tis apparent 
by this Scripture, that a fecret Joy 
in God doth not come up to the 
Defign of the Exhortation. A 
devout and warm Relentment of 
his Goodnefs to us is the Soul of 
all Duty, but this is not [peaking 
in Plalms : The Phrafe of the Ad- 
vice lets us fee that it muft be dif^ 
ferent from Meditation, where 
the Soul is purely retir'd into it 
ielf, and fiiuts out the whole Crea-^ 
tion. The Melody in the Heart is 
BO Cenfure of the Voice : It only 
tells US) that beSdes the Pleafure 
of regular Sounds, we muft have 
our tedious rais'd with the Sub- 
ftance and Matter of what is fung : 
SCCIILi.That our Souls and all that is witldn 
MS may fraife the Lordj left we 
fell under the Mifery of thofe 

IGuXXJX^^'^ honour Inm with their LipSy 
ijf hut remove their Hearts far from 

him* 

Another Scripture^ which is 
j^indi to the fame parpofe^ you 
have, CpL lU- 1^ Let the Word of 
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dom<^ teaching and admonijhing Scrm.l 
(wu7oi^) ^ff^ another in Pfalms^ and^^^^^ 
Hymns ^ and ffiritval Songs \ finging 
with Grace in your Hearts vnto the 
Lord. The Word that was tranf- 
lated your /elves in the other place, 
is here produced in its true and 
genuine Senfe. The Context to 
each of thefe Scriptures is fill'd 
with Direftions for general Ser- 
vice i the Advice in both of 'em * 
is almoft the fame, only here we 
are bid to let the Word of Gad 4^eB 
richh in us 9 which anfwers th? 
Ddiga of thi? Ordinance twp 
ways : i?^^ as w^ are thereby 
the readier at accommod^tipg w 
Pialms to our ^wn or others 00- 
c^Soas : and. Secondly^ as it eor 
larges the Mind to onderftand aM 
apply what we meet with in that 
great Bank of Experience. My 

Lips Jha/l fraife thee^ fays David j pf. cXi: 
when thou hafi taught me thy Sta^ 17 1. 
tutesB This will help us to find 
our own cafe in thofe Flalms, that 
look as if they were either />er/i- 
nalj or wrapt up in Judaijms. 
When the Word of God dwttls tfetu 
r/f/^/y ia us^ it will iotm ^X^fe 
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Scrm.II. Thoughts to a greater compafs, 
v-/^v'\>'and teach us to compare fpiritual 
Rom. ^^*thlngs xol'th fpiritual : for whatfoever 
5* was written aforetime is for our Ad^ 

monition. We ihall be Partners 
with David in his Afflidions, and 
taft his Comforts as if they had 
been our own at the firll hand. 
Ifa. LV.^.And indeed the Everlafii;ig Cove- 
nant that God rnakcs with us,, is 
no other than the fure Mercys of 
David. This will lead us with- 
in the Vail of Ceremony : By 
knowing the Fitnefs of the Typi^s 
to their Subftdnce, we fhall not 
have our Thoughts Ihackled: with 
the Phrafe \ but know that thofe 
Paflages which feem to be of the 
narroweft meanings and moft con- 
fin'd to that Age, have a Gofpel- 
Senfe*and Beauty in 'em. 

Another Command you find 
Jam. V. 13. Is any ajflitted? tet him 
. pray : Is any merry f let him fing 
Pfalms. Perhaps the Word in our 
Tranjilation is* a little too light for 
the Frame of Spirit here deliguM. 
It exprelTcs a Temper that's very 
becoming thofe who are Heirs of 
the Grace of Llfe^- aii^ ^oxiJ^Yc- 
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joice evermore^ being not appointed SQi'fn.lh 
vnt& Wrath^ but to obtain Salvation ^^y^^^^^^ 
by Jefus Chrifi. So that the ufual 
Anfwer to this is frivolous, that 
it's a Duty only for thofe who 
are joyful : They may as well af- 
firm, that Prayer obliges no fur- 
ther than when Afflidion has gone 
before. The latter part of the • 
Verfc is no more limited than the 
former. Several Pfalms are the 
Breathings of David\ Spirit un- 
der his Diftrefs. The ClI is call'd 
A Prayer of the jifHicled^ when he 
is overwhelmed^ ana pours out his 
Complaint before the Lord* There 
was in thofe Believers a Love to • • 
God and a Hope in him, to gild 
the Darknefs of Providence i and 
Ihoold not the Chriftian be ac- - ' • ' • 
quainted with thefe in all his Ad- 
vcrfitys? The Exhortation there- 
fore ftands unlhaken j Sing vnto the pf. XXX. 
Lord^ ye Saints of his^ for his Anger 4> 5» 
endures but for a moment \ in his Fa-^ 
vour is Life : Weeping may be for a, 
vightf hut Joy comes tn the morning. 
W ho's to blame that we are not 
in a Temper for the Dut^j \ Vs 
our Sadnefs fo irregular an^ V^- 



44 ARGUMENTs/^r 

Serm.II.lcnt, that we refufe to he comfor^ 
ly^VX; ted r Had we rather allow an IJn- 
rulinefs of Grief, and charge God 
foolijhly^ than take the Methods of 
Compofure that he has direfted us 
to ? Never let that be an Excufe, 
which in moil cafes is it felf a 
Crime j but beg rather, that God 
P£LLi5.would put you into Tune: Open 
thou my Lips^ and my Mouth fljoll 
Jheip firth thy Traife. Perhaps 
there's a Cloud upon your Com- 
forts at prefent .; but have you mo 
Hofe tmards Gad^ of Deligbt in 
hi$Promires? Lookfbt^watoa, and 
PC TUCVLrejoke btfort ^kn^ beCaofe bcf will 
83» €(nne tojudg the £xf.fh mth Hightevuff 

P0fs^ mtd his TeoflemBiTriUh. Alv 
fliftions donH: defcrve to hinder 
PhiLIV.tf.you : Be carefid for mthin^^ intt in 
•very thing by Trayer^ and Supplica^ 
titniy and (this Method of) Thankp 
givingj make your Kequefts known 
^mto God* 

III. We are direfted by Exam- 
ple to this Duty. Thefe things 
are recorded for our Admonitions^ 
tipon whom the Ends of the Earth are 
fome. The Hv&oi^s o£ God's 
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People are not a dry Entertain- Serm.II. 
ment j they don't tell us matters t^Wi 
remote and foreign : but they are 
cither a Tefb to fliow us >yhat we 
are, or.a Rule to. tell us what we 
ihould be. Til begin with the £>r/- 
ginal Pattern : We find our blefled 
Lord imploy'd in finging the Prai- 
fes of the Father. 'Tis true, a 
great part of his Duty is recorded 
for our Hope and Wonder, and 
engages to no Imitation ; fuch as 
his working Miracles, fufferingthe 
Wrath of God, fatisfying the 
Law, by which he brought in an 
Everlafiing Righteoufnefs. Thefe 
are not our Rule, but the Refuge 

we muft flee to^ the Hop that is- Jet 
before jm. He trod the Wine^prefs^^lX^^* 
done J and of the People there was^* 
none with him* But as to the Pa- 
rity and Devotion of his Life, we 
Ihould be Followers of him as dear Efh^lV^i* 
Children* Now when he was to 
part with his Difciples, and took 
leave in an Ordinance that fhould 
continue till they met again, he 
fmg an Hymn with 'cm. This 
could not be merely in com^vacw:^ 
mth tAe Jcwifli Cuftosa atttv^^^^^- 
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SermJI.fover-, for that Solemnity expir'd 

u^^'X; then, and he had appointed ano- 
ther w remembrance or himfelf and 
his ^Qcond Coming. His Soul was 
full of holy Reverence and Lqve 
to the Father. He knew !the . 
Work of Redemption was now . 
almoit finifh'd i and as this would 
engage the Songs of Heaven, fohe 
employs his Voice in the Service 
of his Heart: He glorifies God 
both in Spirit and Body, as was 

Pf.LXV. 2. becoming one who had Grace four^d 
into his Lifs. Thofe words of Da- 
vid were eminently defign'd for 

PC XL. 3. him ^ The. Lord has put a new Song 
into my mtvth^ even Praife to our 
God. This, I fay,was his Language,- 
who faid afterwards, Lo^ Lcome j /;> 
*''the yolume of thy Book it is written of 
me. This is the Example that he 
has left for us to follow his fieps. 

David^s Pradice in this Duty • 
makes a whole Book. I know how 
quick forac People are with their 
Objedion, That our Cafe is not 
his •, but I don't fee how that's 
any bar . to the concurrence of 
Faith and Hope with his Medita- 
tions* l^othiDg cou\^ >i^ vws^x^ 
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perfonal than the changing his ^^-Serm.ll. 
haviour before Abimelech ^ and yet 'v-z^'^XJ 
upon that occafionhe defires others 
to magnify the Lord with him^ and P&Im 
that they might exalt his Name to- XXXIV.g 
gether. And we find his Pfalms 
us'd by People who were reniov'd 
the length of feveral Ages fi-om 
him. HeTiekiahjZnd fuch as join'd 
in the Paflbver with him, praised 2Chron. 
the Lord with the Words of DavidpXXIX.jcw 
and Alaph the Seer : and they Jimg 
Traifes with gladnefs^ and bow^d 
their. Heads and worflnp'd* We 

find the fame upon another, emi- 
nent Turn of Providence , TheyEixJihi^ 
f raised Cod after the Ordinance of 
David King of Ifrael. The Apo- .. 
ftles and holy Men of God in later /.. 
times were thus employed. Vaul ' 
^nd Silas fung Fraifes to God in the 
"Stocks : The Multitude of the Dif-- 

cifUs^ and others, did it, when 
Cnrilt* made his publlck Entry into 
Jervfdem. And when the Apoftle 
is giving Directions about the Con- 
dud of our publick IForJhip^ he 
fpeaks of himfelf, Iwill fing withiCor.XPf 
the Spirit J and with Vnderfianding^'^^ 

alfo. Nay, methinks^ vjc tsva^j 
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Serm.II. look much higher for Examples: 
(y'^V^i^ This was the Work of the Angels 5 
M IVhen the Foundations of the Earth 
XXXVm^^^ /^/^, the Morning-Stars fiif^ 
'* • together^ and aU the Sons of Cod 
jhouted forjoj. 

IV. There's fomething in out 
Frame and Compofition as Chrifr 
tiansj that may endear this Ordi- 
Eph. V. nance to us. Fornication^ VncleM^ 
3>4« nefsj Covetonfnepy Filthinejsy and 
foolijh Talking are not to oe nam^d 
among hSj oi hecometh Saints y iut 
rather giving of thanks. 

§. I. 'Tis a means of further 

InJtraBion. Mofes writ a Son£^ 

Dcuc which mult not depart from the 

'>^XXLif mouths of the Children of Ifrael, lefi 
theyjhould forget the wonderful IVorh 
of God. We ffeak to our feti/ei^ 
iand admonijh one another in Pfaln^ 
and Hymns. This gives theMiad 
an advantage to dwell upon th6 
things of God with a pleafing 
Meditation ; and, in this fenft, 

Prov.XVI. the Sweetnefs of the Lips increafeth 

2'- Learning. 

§. 2. *^Tis a proper Eifea of the 
Pf* LxiiL Believers 3foy • B ec<ii*[c tb>| L«^t«j- 
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kiftdffiffs is httttrthan L\fe^ fny Lips Strm.lL 
Jhatt ftaift thee. My Soul JhaS h L/V\J 
fatisf/d xpith Minrrvw and Fuintfs ; 
and my M&uth jhall fraife thee with 
jcyful Lips. 'Tis the ectrly Voice 
of the Convert, The ^in^s ef the Pfilai 
Earth JhaB fraife thee^ it^hen ffcf^CXXX?iii 
htftr the words of my mouthy yea^^ ^' 
they fialt fing in the ways of the 
Lord. Men will (how their plea* 
furfe abroad. Such as are govern'd 
by a fenfual Taft of things, feel 
a Delight that cannot be pent up. 
They declare themfelves in Roar- 
ing and Folly, and an Excefs bf 
Hiot. Now 'tis this Ordinance 
that fixes the diftinftion between 
profane andfacred Mirth: Be »<^fEph.v.i8 
drunk with Wine^ but be ye fll^d with 19. 
the Spirit^ fpeakin^ to your felves in 
Pfalms. I need but remind you 
of the Example we have newly 
parted with. When Paul and S/- 
Idi were in the Stocks, confinM 
with Scandal and Danger, they 
fang fo loud, that the Prifonets 
heard them. This was the Fruit 
of that Redemption they felt x in 
themfelves,and preach'd to otVv^xs\ 
and it madt good that, ^tovcvvfe^ 
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^^xmAl^'Th^t the Wilderriefs Jhould be as 

i^^^V^Eden, arid the Defert as the Garden 

^^^ri'of the lord:, Joy and Gladpefs being 

found therein^ Thanfijgiving and the 

f^oice of Melody. This becomes 

. ^ : the Triumph we have in Qod more 

1 . \- ^ than Boafting and Wrangling.: It^s 

a Dutyra fJb^ ^raife^ of his Grfee^ 

rohohas made fu accepted in the Be-- 

loved. Thus we fhould begin to 

^njoy a Mercy. When God was 

about to open a Spring in the Wil- 

Numb. dernefs^ Ixrzdfung a Song.* Pro- 

XXI. 17. 'vidcncc has teftifsrdj to the Value 

of a Joy that fhows it felf this 

way. ,When Jehofaphat had ap- 

2 Chron. pointed Singers to the Lordy who 

XX. 22. j^g^p ^^f, ifgjore the Army^ and they 

begun to fing and praife :, God fet 

'• jimbujhments againfi the Children of 

Moab and Ammon, and they were 

fmitten down before Judah. 

§. 3. 'Tis a good means of de- 
claring our Religion to the World. 
Thefe two are made the fame 
thing, Praifing God and Teaching 
Rom. XV. ^^^^^^i J tvill confefs to thee among 
9. the Gentiles, and fing unto thy 

Name. ISJay, Chrift himfelf is 
brought ia as miakme^ known his 
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Doftrine.by this method: Sayht^jS^m^lh 

Twill declare thy N'ame imto my Bre- oCtr^ 
ihren j in the midfiaf the Congregor ^ * ''^' 
tion I ToiH jwg fraife vnto thee* 

And well then may it be faid of 

his People i It is good to fing Prd^ Pfaint 
fes unto our God^ for it is fleafanty^^^^^^*^ 

und Praife is comely. Thus we rert* 
der unto him the Calves of our LiPs. Ho£XIV.2 
It may be, there's no one Ordi- 
nance in either Publick or Family 
Worfliip fo fitted to this Delign* 

I could fliow you from the Lear- 
ned Bifhop of Salisburfs Hiltory, 
how the Reformation in England 
profper'd by the mighty Zeal of 
People in this Work ; and God 
own'd it with the fame Bleffing in ' . 
France : bat thefe things will have * - 

a more natural place among the 
ExTiortations to this Duty. Til 
therefore leave this Subjeft to the 
laft part of this Defign j and thi- 
ther I refer you. 

§.4. It. promotes and fweetens 
other Ordinances. 'Tis good to 
begin with .it j to ferve the Lord pf, c, f^ ' 
With Cladnefs^ and come before his- 
^re fence with Singing. The Services 

of God's jHoule are fo tax ^xo\sv. 

D 2 c\a^v\\%^ 
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Seriii*Ii*da(hing) that they are a mutual 
id'S/Sj Advantage to one another. Thus 
we find N^* IX. One fourth fortof 
the Day they read in the Lavo'oi 
God^ and another fourth was ta- 
ken up in worihipping ; and when 
they had erfd umohim^ the Levites 
calW upon 'em, to pr^fe his gU* 
rioHs Name J 'which is exalted above 
all Blejfmg and Praife. 'Twas thus 
tiiat our Lord concluded his Feaft 
of Love with the Difciples i After 
Suffer they fung an Hymn* This 
Variety in publick Worlhip makes 
it more eafy and beautiful. The 
Apoftle blames the Corinthians for 
the Confufion of their Afleroblys, 
I Cor. That every one of ^em had a Pfalnt^ a 
XIV. 2^. j)oarine^ &c. but he allows the 
Parts themfelves. It feems the moft 
natural Clofe of dur Devotions. 
When we have been receiving the 
Good Tidings of Salvation^ and have 
heard it Jaid vnto Sion, Vjy God 
reigneth'^ ^tis the very. Letter of 
the Prophecy, that with the Koiee 
VOCXiXXt^g^^her wejhould fng. The Lm^ 
4> 5) 6* deth therefore take pleafure in his 
feofky and heavtjify the Meek with 
Saivmmtr: That tbe S^ms mtq (^ 
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jcyfvlin Glory^i and fmg ahud vpofiScvmAL 
their Beds i that the high Frai/es <?/^m/W) 
Ged flaay be i^i their msuths* 

§* 5. The Heavenly State which 
every upright Soul is breathing to>- 
comes under this Defcription- 
When they that are in their Graves 
-hear th^ f^oice of the Son of Man 

and livej they'l rife in Tune. Tfjy 
dead Men Jh^tS live^, together rr/V/rira.XXVi. 
tny d^ad Body ffljaU they arife. Axvake^^* 
and fing^ yc that dwell in the Dtifi* 

'Tis the only Ordinance of this 
World, that we meet with in a 

better j Profhecys jhaUfaH^ Tongues i Cor* 
wHeeafe^ and the conrmon means ^^^'* *• 
of JSnimiedg vanifit amaf. But it's 
the Bleflednefs of thofe that ^n?f//Rcv.xiV.5 

iff the Ihildin^ of Gad^ tht Houfe 
not maide with hartds^ that they fisaW 
ftwr fraife him. The 1 44000 fing. 
amvrSong before the Throne. Now 
foi^y we fhould not have had the . 
Joys and Worfhip of a dear Eter- 
nity put into thefc Names, if there 
were not fomething in the prefent 
Sweets of Duty to guide our Con- . 
ception of it. This is the Em- 
ployment of Saints and Aii^t\s^ ^ . 
Meditation upon thofe >WoyA«^ 
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Serm.II.that are recorded in Heaven, with 
i^'W; everlafting Shouts of Praife to 
him shut fits vpon the Throf/e^ and to 
the Lamb. ^Tis in thefe terms 
that God's own Delight is ex- 
2cph. III. prefs'd i He will reft iri his Ltfve^ 
'7« ^d rejoice over them xvith fining. 

Tfs a good way to allure our 
Value for that better Church, when 
the moft delightful part of Wor- 
ftip here is to give it a Title. The 
Faith and Hope, that are con- 
tending qpwards, do never fo 
well employ themfelves, as in the 
Dnty of admiring God; becaufe 
it's fo mnch the fame with the Vi- 
iion into whkh they ihaU expire. 

IMl conclude the wliole with the^ 
Apoftle's Advice, grounded on 
Hcb. XIII. this very Argument , We have here 

J4> 1 5* tio cominmng City^ hut we feek one 
tacome\ 'tis the defire of our Souls 
that it may be, and we have the 
Word of a Redeemer that it fiiall 

be: Bif him therefore let sa offer the^ 
Sacripce ^ Pratfe vnto Cod contir 
nudlyy that isj the Fruit of ourjafsy 
^iM/itfg thdoks unto ids. Name* • 

' - ■ "....•■' .»,... . . 
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PSAL. CXLVII.I. 

Pfdifi-ye the Lardy for it is good 
ta fhtg Prdife to our God \ for 
it is pledjdnt, tmd Praije it 
comely; 

>HplS the third Part of the 
^ I Subjcft that has fallen to. 
my fhare, and which '|^ 
am to confider at this time y i. e. 
Toreprefent t\it Excelhnce of this 
nol)le Duty, and recomm^Tv^ 'W-Xc^ 
yioar Love and Eftecm. \ VwaJ\ 

D 4, co\&SL^ 
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Sen Ill/confine my felf ftriftiy to this fin- 
^e Branch of the Subjeft^ apd. en- 

; deavQur to keep witma the limits 
prefcrib'd me. 

fe EXCELLENCE, Of the juft 
Gommendation that beloDgst to a 
tlwng, uiay be confider'd either as 
ftmethiog real and Inherent in the 
Subjed ^ or as fbmething reUtive^ 
and in the refpeft it bears to other 
things. The former, fignifies the 
intrwJickValuc of a thing, or what 
it has in it le^f to recosunend. k : 
.The latter fignifies its Preference to 
ether things, or what tbW« i» ia 
it that exceeds others of a like 
kind. . ' 

I (hall proceed upon thefe gene- 

aad teprefefil the Ex«eiknce:or 
trailer o| tj^is Duty, und^r this 
double Confideration of it, 

. I.: Oxafideir it mort; Jibfolu^tly^ 
and ajs i(t is in it felf. 
D. More Relatively^ ^nd as it 
itand3 hi compari&a with 
others. 
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trader the former lifaiU ihew^. fj^ 
wherein^ it agrees, and what it ^^^^VXI 
iua^inore iir ctrtnmgn^ with 0#ikirir 
Under the latter, wherda it tsh 
i^ls^ jftKl wlia£ it has mare 3fppvo^ 
^viiiKzn&f€<rvUar to it feif. >' 

• 1.' I Iball confider it marc ah/i^ 
4uiely. And the Excellence or it 
ixi^ill appear, if yoi»view the whole 
iirame of it, and confider it in aft 
its^ Parts J vItl. 

§• !• Confider the Matter that 
is= to be fung i in the general, The 
Ptdfes of God : That I may Jhewff.jx.n* 
firth Ml thy Pr'aife. And the Apo* 
ftle exprefles it by Tfdms^ and 
Hymns^ and ffiritud Sortgs ; which 
perhaps may be defign'd to fignify 
nothing more than the feveral Ti- 
tles and DivifiOns of the Book ot 
Pfalms. 

But then this mufl; be under- 
ftood in the fuileft Latitude t 
Whatfoever t^nds to the Praiic of 
the Almightyi, every Reprefenta- 
tion of hisGioi^, and every Difr 
covery of his Will. And if you 
confult the Sacred Pfalmod^^ ^o\aL 
Ihall £nd th^t tht Plalms vWx. ;a.x^ 
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S^u K^.upon record, are full of varibus 
i-/vs; Excellencys, and one of the mqtt 
lofty and noble Parts, of the Sacffed 
•>Vjifings.. Particularly^ ; I'; 
We are . to fing the Praifcs ■ of 
Creating Pmer. To this pyrpoffi 
divers of the Pfalms of David are 
particularly direfted j that recount 
the Glorys of the great Creator^ 
and celebrate his praife^ in the 
fiately Fabrick of Heaven and 
- Earth, in the rich Furniture and 
vaft Variety of Beings, in all the 
Imprefles of his Glory upon the 
Creation, and all the Inftances of 
his eternal Power and Godhead. 

PC XIX. The Heavens declare the Ghry of 

J, 8. God^ and the Firmament Jheweth his 

"^ Handy-worl^ &c. Thou art great>^ 

clothed with -Majefiy and Honovr-^ 

Uiverefi. thy [elf with Light as with a 

Pf. CIV. Garment j fir etch eft out the Heafvens 

^gmlng. as a Curtain : He Uyeth the Beams of 

his Chamber in the Water ^ maketh the 

Clouds his Chariot ^ and walketh vpon 

the Wings of the Wind. Thou laid^Jh 

the Foundation of the Earth j that it 

jhould not be removed for ever^ and 

fifver^dfi it with the Deep as with a 

Carmem-i &c» 
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.. And fo in the Frame of ourSer. III. 
owa Nature i the curious and L/V%^ 
wonderful VVorkmanfhip of Body 
and Soul,, that carry a lively Re« 
femblance, and bear a Itrong Ini- 
preifion of the Divine Being and 
Perfeftibn,. in every Member and 
Faculty of each. Thou bufi nfftpd vblm 
my Reins : Thau haft covered me in CXXXIX 
my Mother* s Womb. I wlB prasfe^3> '4» 
thee^ for 1 am fearfully and wonder^ 
fully made : MarueUous are thy Worh^ 
and that my Soul Inoweth right 
welL My Suhftance was not hid from 
thee when I was made in fecret^ and * 
curioufiy wrought in the loweft Parts, 
of the Earth* Thine Eye did fee my^ 
Suhftance yet being imferftcl^ and in* 
thy Book all my Members were writ- 
ten J which in time were fajhion^d^ 
when 04 yet there was none of them. 
. Again, We (lug the Praifes of' 
Redeeming Love. To this feveraL 
>f the noblcft Pfalms of David ex- 
?refly refer, that foretel the Com- 
Jig. of the Mejfuhy and defcribe. 
Jie Glorys of his Pcrfon, and the 
Fruits of his Death. The Pfalmift ptxLV, . 
Sngs of the Excellence and Glory; ' 

if the King; j and pariicuUxVj ^^- 
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a^n Ul.fitibes, ia lofty Kumberv tf.e 
t>^^' Kiflgdom and Pt-ieftho^ thcSuf- 
thM.^^^^ and Triumphs of the' Re- 
pf cvTTi decmer. So the great /&ftr/*fimg- 
f.^Jy{jf ,% the Jew3 at the aolemniCy of 
'the PaltoYerr and is puc^Uy: 
Lighif.i«/.thoAght by. Learned JVfen to be the 

Inttitution of the Supper. Fmighr 
KU, 6v«mention the Penitential t'&lms thar 
defcribe M* Mcrqr tq humHe Pe^ 
nitentS) and abound in Expreffions 
of the tendereft Kindnefs, as- well 
s» the loweli: Abafement. 

TbciSong of Solomon is a divine 
and rapturousf as wcH.as a lirfty 
andartral Piece of Poetry j /(JdfiJri- 
bing at^ once the Beauty and Ex* 
jcellence of the Redeemer's Perfon, 
and the Tendernefs of his Afit&ion 
and Cure ^ the Intercourfes of di- 
vine Love in all the various^ Wor- 
kings of Kindnefs and Refped be- 
tween. Chrift and his Church. 

And if you look into the New 
Teftament, we have the Song of 
lttkcL4d.-^?y upon the Meflage of the An- 
gels, and the Salutation of Eliza^ 
beth: Where fhe celebrates the 
co/ideicending taNOw ^i xJs^fc KV- 



Inigfity to her low and ;humbIeStnffl.l 
State, when He abafed' the Mighty •^^^'VNJ. 

aiid= the Pread ; and hia Ibithffll- . 

ij«ftaiid^ Mercy tx> his People If- 
MtK Thercls the S©ng ot Zk^l^^r^ 
€h^i$ui% where he rtctmnts* at 
krge'his^ Eaithfalnefs to his Pro* 
mi^ in feiKliog the MefftJj^ and 
the mighty Benefits^to tho World 
hy fais\Ap|)earaiiee : And therapy 
turous'SOBg^ Qf old Simem at the UMLia^ 
fight of the Infant-Rtdeemen ' 

Again, We ling the Praifes'of 

Trovidentittl Cote : His regular 

Governmentand particolar Notice 

oi' all bis Creatures^ He daily 

fupports the Beings and lupplie^ 

the Wants of innumerable Cvta^ 

tures, and exercifes a wife and 

. equal Care of every one. He di-* 

reds the' Conrfe of publick Af^ 

' fairs by a fure and unerring Hand, 

and over-rules the Diforders of 

them by feafonable Interpofures 

and powerful Influence. Many of 

the Pfalms of David are dedicated 

to the Praife of his Providence. 

He defcribes his Omniprefence and 

particular Obfervance oi ^-^^x-^ n^SsJ^xsd. 

tfaxng; Whhhtr fli^U I Jlcc ^t om i::f:ici: 
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Sec. Ilhrfc> P^efenc^? Whither Jha/l I gi^ 
L/^Y^Jfrom thy Spirit f If lafcend vf into 
Heaven \ if I make my hed in Hell ;, 
if I take the Wings of the Morniitg/^ 
and, dwell in the vttermojt farts pg. 
the Earth'-, behold thou ^rttherCj &c* 
He defcribes his general Goodnefs 
aad his tender Mercy over all his 
Pfilm Works; The Earth is full of th^ 
CXLVIIL Goodnefs of the Lord. The Eyes of 
*5i 1^1 all look trnto thee^ and thougivefi 
them their Food in due feafon* He 
openeth his hand^ and fatisfeth the 
I>efires of aU the Living* He ccf 
lebrates his own Deliverance out of 
Pf.XVIII. the hands of 4II his Enemys^ and out 
of the hands of Saul. 

Particularly, The extraordinary 
Appearances of God in the Worldf, 
both. of Judgment and Mercy j in 
the unufual Difplays of himfelf, as 
well as in the more ftated and or- 
dinary Courfe of things. This has 
been always Matter of Praife to 
the People of God, and the Sub-^ 
}ed of fome of their nobleft Songs. 
Such was the Song of Mofes j 
txod.XV. where he magnifies the jirm of the 
Lord in fo miraculous Appearance, 
^ that at once carr\'drY?v\k,\^ bidden 
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Deliverance to his People, furpri- Ser. IIL 
ling Ruin to their Enemys, and '^-^^'V^ 
Terrour and Amaiement to all 
t.SlPWorld* Such was his dying 
ato^^j where he gives a lively Dcuc 
and affefting Defcription of theXXXil. 
diftinguifting Favour and rich* 4^* 
Bounty of God to Ifrael^ and all 
the Tcrrours of Vengeance and 
Wrath that would come upon 
them,fortheirRebellionand Abufe. '' 
And fo the Song of Deborah and Judg. V. 
Barakj who judg'd Ifrael when 
God fubdu'd the Canaanites before 
them, is foil of beautiful Figures 
and noble Flights y and fe remar^ 
kable as well for its artful Contri- 
vance, as its admirable Senfe. 

1 IhaU clofe this Head with this 
^ one Refleftion : That as the Sacred 
Poefy is one of the nobleft Parts 
of all the Divine Writings, fo it. 
vaftly exceeds, in the Sublimenefs 
of Subjed and Majefty of Expref- 
fion, the fineft Compofitions of 
human Wit,. and the moft laboured! 
Erodudions of Art. And 'tis 
greatly to be lamented, that that 
noble Art, which fprun^ feovcs. 
Cody and was dcvoled- to Vv^ 
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Seu in.Praife, is^ fo ftdly degenerated 
v; from its original Dtfign and pro- 
per Ufe. The celebrated P^ets of 
the prefent Age hare debasM the 
Wajefty of Vene, and proftitutcd 
the Mnfe^ to ttrt Service of their 
I-ufts ; and fo thfe loftielt Num- 
bers and the fweeteft Verfe have 
been employed in defcribiBg the 
fencifol Atchievementft artd the 
ffirlfom Praife of fome little H^ra 
or lend Amour. The intpore Mix:- 
tures of the fincft Poems offend 
tfnd fliock a pious or a vertuous 
Mindj and render them full of 
ffiiare and Danger to others: like 
lufciotts' Poifon^ that pleafes and 
corrupts, e^fily inffmiates and en- 
ters deep ; and the higher a relifh 
it gives,the more furely deftroys. " 
§.2. Let usconfiderthe Szibjeil' 
tliatis to be employ'd in tinging 
the Praifes of Godr 'Tis the Ex- 
crcife of the whole Man. It em- 
ploys the Facultys and MeniLcrs 
of Soul and Body. It engager the 
full Strength of Kature. Joriu- 
ftance. 

There muft be a Union and Har- 
VJOny of all th€ Powers ot vVt'iCixxV. 
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TJacy muft all concur, aud be fctSet;. III. 
right ta fmg the Praifes of God. '^^'"^Nro 

/ . mH fraifi thfey O Lord^ vpith my VC IX. v 
wImU Hearts Mkefs the Lcrd^ wiypf.ClII.i. 
Sody mi all that is mthm mi.bUjs 
hii My Name. . The Heart is the 
Seat of Life a^^di the Sp^riiig of 
MotioO) that 'diSuics Life iota 
every Part, axwl feeds the vital 
Pulfe ia every Vein» The Heart is 
the Life and Soul of every Duty, 
aad we are; exprclly requir'd to^ 
make. Melody in. M^r Hearts The^Eph.V.i9« 
Vndnrjkandij^ is. the noble and diC- PtXLVII.. 
tinguifliixig Povirer of the Soul ji andlT* 

Vr^ muit jing Praifes with Zlnder^-: ^ Q)^. 
jlmSng I I wUl fing with the 5«p/>At^xiV. i $•] 
and winhi V^derfi^^ding- Whidly 

tiho it (houldbe meaatof tl^Ua^^ 
derftanding of ether s>^ i.c^ that 
they may uoderftaud what is fu«g 
(as toay be gathcr'd from -z/^^is^) 
yet dojes however clearly fupgofe, 
$ad more: ftrongly iafer his ownm 
We mii& diftiadly apprehend^ andL 
rightly coxiceive the Senfe aad 
Meaning of what w-e.fing. It* re* 
quires the proper Exercife of all 
the Affedioasij^the fu table w.otku\^ 
of the num'!3^ Saftiom^ aivJ^-^^^^^ 
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Ser. III. to the various Matter and the 
v>^VN> different Subjeft of our Sbrig; 

Yea, Singing requires the Ex- 
ercife of all tnc Gr/ir^/, and the 
moft heavenly and exalted Frame 
of Mind. T'isno low and com- 
mon Temper of 'So^l, that is fa- 
table to the" high Praifes of God. 
CoLIII.i5 We mult fing with Grace • in- our' 
Hearts. For inftance, with an 
humble Reverence and holy AWe, 
under the ftnfe of his infinite Dif- 
tance and glorious Excellence, 

fixodtXy^i^fc^ is fearful in Praifes^ rporhiig^ 
' Wonders. W ith Divine iw^.- An; 
' ' aifedionate Senfe of his Lovelinefs 
• • • andPerfeftion ; a Heart cnflamM 
with Love to God, as the moft 
amiable Being and Fountain of all 
Perfeftion, and ftrongly afpiring 
and tending towards nim. Witft 
heavenly Joy: An Exultation of 
Heart; the Rifings and Overflow- 
ings of the Soul, from the Fulneft 
of inward Senfe, and Strength of 
inwaTd Refentment. We muft be 
PC IX. 2.glad and rejoice j and make a joy fid 
••XCIV.4. ;y^yf , rejoice and fing Praifoi With' 
real Gratitude: A kindly ReTent* 
inMt of divine Favours s^"^^^^^ 
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deeply affeded *vith his various Ser. IIL 
Goodnefsy and freely dilpos'd to i^/^v^N* 
proper Acknowledgments and Re- 
turns, &c* 

' And then the Members of the 
Body mull be employed too-, and^ 
it engages all the noble and excel- 
lent Parts. The Tongue that is 
our Glory is the great Inftrument of 
Praife, and conftantly employ'd' 
in linging to the Lord : MyGhryVCXXX. 
jhall fingPraife to thee^ and not be ^2. 
filent* Tht- Lifs ^ Beeavfi thy ho^ 
ving^hndnefs is better than Life^ 
my Ufs Jhall fraife thee* The 
Mouth '^ My Mouth Jhall fraifo » 1 5>' ^ 
thee with joyfiJ Lips. Then was 
our Mouth jilPd with Laughter and Ffilm 
our Tongue mthSongs* Our Breath^^^^^*^ 
^ud.f^ofce mult be employed '-, /wt' 

mt& fiti^ with the Foice of a P^»r,XCVIII.$. 
and with the yoice of Joy and -^XLIL 4. 
Praife^ And, Let every thing that .uCUxiu^ 
hath, jreath fraife the Lord^ 

4 Not to mention, tlat under tla^ 
Law they praised God with JOofn^ 
cing and cloffing their hands v j^^^- 
ting foTjoji and playing upon the 
Fiol^ and //iirp,,and all the Inftru- 
meats of Muu(k^ 
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Ser, IIL §.3. Confider the Exercije it 
^-^^VX.' felf. 'Tis a noble Exercife fu table 
to the glorious Objeft it's em- 
pIoyM about, and the excellent; 
Subjedl it employs. There are fe- 
Veral Property s of lingular Excel- 
lence. For inftance j 

'Tis a great SoUnmity of GpfpeH 
Worflilp. That it was praSis'd^ 
under the Law, appeafrs by th^ 
whole Book of Pfaimsj andisnot^ 
I fuppole,. call'd in qucilioa by. 
anjF ; That ^tis* renew'd and eoH>-.^ 
Scrm. ir. tinu'd under tie Gofpejy has betas' 
already prov'd« I an onlvj^ to ar^r 
gue from thence. 

'Tis not, I think, a merely n&^. 

tural Duty,. iiiu4^1e& an arMtrarjr.i 

.: one, that can. W juftly recfeon'i 

among the Inventions' of Men^ Qtr. 

to draw its Origi&al from thfi' 

Wifdom of this. World. 'Tii^ 

an InHtitution of Gofpelr Worlhipv . 

that bears the knprefe of divine . 

CoI.llT.itf -^^^Wmj^ is con&crated by the 

Mat.xxvi £jK^wp/4f of the Redfeemer, and to' 

^* be performed by the help of the i 

Eph.Ta8. Divine 5|m>.- B^ firdwith the^ 

Sfirity /peaking, to }^r fehcs in 
JCk^r.XlY Pf^lms^ &C. And, I'wilt fnj^ -^^tk 
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the Sf irk and ivith VnderfiandingxS^x. III. 

u e. by the Afliftance of the Spi- w^^v>J 
lit of God, as well as with the? 
Etefciffe of my own. 

It has been tjie conftant Pradice 
of the Church of God in every 
Age, and is a ftancjing Part of our 
folertn Worfhip. And indeed it 
aves a Solemnity to Divine Wor- 
ni]^, and adds • a certain State to 
every other part. It carries a 
Sweetncfi and a Majefty in it^ 
gives an Air and Delight to it, 
and is one of the principal Glorys 
of the Gofpel Worfhip. 

Befides, 'tis a fpiritudl Service. 
Spirituality is the diftineuifliing 
Charader of every Part of Gofpel 
Worfhip i as we are to have a 
more direft eye to God who is a 
Spirit, and more efpecially to re- 
^t^ the Workings and Exercife 
of our own Spirit : To worjhif ^'*» J0h.iv.24 

iB Spirit and in Truth. 

Now tho the Ceremony and 
State of the legal Worfhip^ an4 
efpecially of the Temple-Service, 
^cquirMmanymufical Inftruments 
and gteat external Pomp \ ^tt 
Unking the Praiks of GodVs^^^l 
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Ser. III. futable to the Parity of Gofpel- 
Worihip, and a very great Exer- 
cife of Spirituality. 'Tis a fpi- 
ritual Objeft we are wholly to at- 
tend ; The Glory and Perfeftion 
of the Divine Being. We eye 
him and terminate on him ih the 
molt direft and immediate man- 
ner. And 'tis the proper Exercife 
of our own Spirit : / willfmg with 
the Spirit and with Vnderfianding. 

And tho there is a Concurrencife of 
Soul and Body^ and the oqe is em- 
ploy'd as well as the otiier j yet 
the Soul is the proper Agent, the 
Body only the Inftrument of the 
Soul, or the Organ thro which it 
lings the Praifes of God. 

Indeed it requires the belt Ex- 
ercife of the Soul, as 'tis proper 
to pure unbody'd Spirits : That 
we be filPd with the Spirit^ fpcutking * 
to our [elves in Pfalms^ &c. The 
Mind fhould be wholly abftraded 
from all fenfible Objeds, and deep- 
ly intent in the Contemplation of 
the Divine Glory j and 'tis never 
more fpiritual, than in the right 
Performance of this heavenly 
Work. 
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Further ; T'is a r^wf /y Exercife. Ser . 

'Tii jf ow/ ftf yiijrf Praifc to out God^ ^-jjT 
md Praife is ^ comely. Comelinefs ^^^^ 
01 Decency is the Sutablenefs of 
thing$ one to another, and a cer- 
tain Agreeablenefs between them j 
when there is a due Proportion^ 
or at leaft a proper Sutablenefs 
•^between Perfons or Things, as it 
may be refpedively apply'd : as in 
a comely Face or regular Building. 
Now there is a mighty Decency 
in this Cafe, and it well becomes 
us to ling the Praifes of God. 
Nothing we can do is more worthy 
of God, or better agrees to our 
felyes. Nothing is more futable to 
the Diftance and Relation between 
God and his Creatures. When the 
heavenly King is furrounded with 
loud Acclamations of joyful Sub- 
jects, his Excellence and Perfedion 
proclainVd and exalted by the 
higheft Praife ^ his wonderful 
Works are niagnify'd and admir'd 
in triumphant Acknowledgments, 
and his Bounty and Love celebra- 
ted and ador'd with Hallelujahs of 
Joy : When every Mouth is fiU'd 
with his Praife, and evcr>j ^Vjxq.^ 
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Sti'«^^/?odfpS.'A^^^ 
S S^- Md God 15 V ^jv AP- 

^^^n' of out Bftcem. ^^^„, 
ll^r atS ba| ^°^lSftion. 

^^^? A^rrkS of bis ^VV^rr,^ to 

Eph.V.x9.'Tis r"^'^''^ ^ s Wodj ,ie Bats 

Pf.XXU.9^ta^^Pra^csof^^^^^^^^ %^S 

f^^V^ ;^e tbe S«.<»kj °| ^'Jcen 
^te o'^be^fttcctP 

<^^^ A. to God 10; * ;r ^ ft 

fa«^^' i «,itb fuc^ ^^ ^ 
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§. 4. ConCder the Ends and Ufes Ser. IIK 
of it. Tis not a mere Solemnity i^-/VN* 
a Piece of empty State ^ only to 
give Life and Airs to the more 
grave and folemn Parts of Wor- ''^^i ' 
fliip^ or a more fenfible Relifli of 
Pleafiire to the S^vicc of God.' . . ^ , ,, 
'Tis a profitable Exercifc, and is " ' ' 
of admirable Benefit and Ufe^ 
Forinftance, 

Tis very InfiruEUng^ There is 
a rich Variety pf excellent Mat- 
ter in. the Sacred Pfalms, futable 
to all the Conditions of Life, and 
all the Workings of an holy Soul : 
Many rare Difcoverys of divine 
Ttuthyand many rich JExperiences. 
The title of divers Pfalms hMaf^ 
chil^h^* APfelm giving Inftruftion. 
■•Kovy fingiiig Praifes' is very 
profitable- tor the improving of 
our Underftanding and Knowledg 
of the Truth. Mao^ a Beam of 
Divine Light darts intb the Mind, 
and (hines clear^ ^nd ftrong. The 
^Experiences of other holy Souls 
inftruft us in the Knowledg. of 
our own. And fo of all the ways 
of Improvement by the Divliie: 
Word, as Readings Hcaivtv^^ cii-c^. 
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§pr. .IH. tias is aoae of tb^^ ksrft . confi- 

V^C^'derabipj bo|h .fts ta <:he clearer 

feipiawl^g of thePiyke WH» and, 

tbe better Acquaia;it9iQ(« w^th our 

Eph.V.ip.fcl^€S.. Speakif^ t^, yonr . f elves in 

Pfi^h &C-' Gomm^fliftg with one 
*8othet al»ut tfecna J Airf, ^Tf^cA- 

CoLUUtf^ apdil^n^imefie another in 
ijidj^s ipi4 Ji^ffms. : Where Teaching 
may refer to Matters (^ Failth and 

Qi :Life atKl Duty., Am fb we 
may . co^ifideraibllf . grew ia-: . the 
Kflfp^vlodg of the Truth> arid; a- 
bound wilh pra£kical Diredions for 
th6 Government of Life ,Aiid 
vfhatfi>eyer is the Sabjeft pf the 
P&lmwe fiag, nmy be ptcfitably 
improy'd by wlft AoCoramodat;ion 
to our felves, <9r aft teaft by pro- 
per Meditatkxis lipon it. 

Again, TTis zn jijfeEHng Exer- 
cife, peculiarly fitted .with ^?ecial 
Advantage to iraife holy Afcdions 
of Soul, and enliven every Grace- 
The Thoughts have more leifur.e 
to work, and arc more intenfely 
fix'd, while the Sound is dilated 
and drawn out to 9> great a length, 
and the Mind em ploy -d with fo 
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much Sokmnity. And the iameSer.-Ill 
thing will more powerfully movc^ ^vVV 
and more feafibly afftd, when *tis 
devoutly fimg, than when 'tis ever 
fo carefally read. Thus Singing 
wiH affeft the Soul with an inward 
Grief and the deepefl: Sorrow ii 
Penitential Ffalms, and with the 
warmeft Love and Joy in Pfalms 
of Praifc. It win raife and di- 
late the Mind, and give the bcift /' 
advantage to the ftrongcft Wof- ■' 
kings of Affcftion. Thus tha 
Hearts of holy Men have beeo 
fometimes quicken'd and drawft 
forth in Raptures of Love and 
Extafys of Delight. They havei 
been, as it were, fluttering upo» 
the Wing, and ready to rile, awjj 
mount, and fly away. St. Anfiin 
relates of himfelf at his firft Con- 

vcrfion i O how much have . I v^^cbvM' ' 
hitw ex£tcdiKgly moved knd ajfeSred^AiH^t^ui* 
as the Hymns and Songs ^nd harm^'^' 
nions plaices of the Church'! iTfofe 
Voices pierced my Ears j thy Truth 
entered my Sout^ devour Jl^Ehhns- 
xpere rais^d^ Tears florp^d^ ficc; To 

this purpofe the Tcftimony and Ex-* 
perienceof the famous Bt^^^^iiVs'^etNt-^ 

E 2 it^-> 
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3cr..III.remarkable, That when became 

j>VV into the Affembly, while they 

^^ vri were finging the Praifes of God, 
Pfai. xw- j^^ f^^^^ j^j^j.^^^ fuddenly infpir'd 

with : a divine Warmth, and 
(tf^jagely affeded with Love and 
Joy i fo that the Aflemblyreem'd 
to him as the Gate of Heaven, or 
an Entrance into Glory. 

Again i 'tis an Entertaining and 
Pfal. jdealant Work : '7W good so fmg 

CXLWlhi pjraife^ for it is flea/ant. 'Tis a 
religious Entertainment, a divine 
Reijaft, to an hply Soul, by which 
it gives vent to its inward Refent- 
ments, and takes in an agreeable 
Plcafure. 'Ti^a fweet Solace and 
Itelight w.Cif pimftances of Prof- 
^eritv and .Eafe,' to fing the Prai- 
js of Qod •, , and 'tis molt peculi- 
arly futable* and proper at fuch a 

jam^Vaa.^ioi^ : If any be merry ^ let him fing 

EjSfi^ViL Ifaht^hlJ^^ the time of Frofperity 

^4» ' r^joine^^ 

.: Tfiis \vrill take off the Mind 
i(rom Iciw Delights and carnal 
Mirt^ that areapt to^ divert and, 
4^1c j^and take it up in the moft 

Jrop<^ Exercife, and be at the 
xne . time a nobte Employment 



v.s 
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and Entertainment too. ^TwillSer. Ill* 
enliven our Spirits, and refine our 
Joys; 'twill yield a Refreflimcnt 
to the Mind, tir'd with other holy 
Exercifes, and amidft all the other 
Delights of Life be conftant Me- 
lody and MuCck to the Soul : i hey ^&.\hi^-j . 
cominiid daily with one accord in 
the Tempi Cy aftd breaking Bread from . ' ' 
Houfe to Houfe^ did eat their MeaV^ 
with Gladnefs and Singlenefs of Heart ^^ 
fraifir^ the Lord. ' And 'tis faid of 
the Difciples, at the Afcenfion of 
owxhox&y'T^eyworpiifd him^ and Luke 
returned to Jera^km with great jFe^^jXXIV.s j* 
and were continually in the Temfle^ 
blejfirig and praifitgGod* 

LaSly^ 'lis very comforting an J> 
fupporting:.. Tis the great Re-t 
fremment of an afQided State/ ai- 
well as the Entertainment of a 
more profperous one: 'Tis a . 
mighty Relief to a Spirit oppref$'d . ^ 

with Cares and Griefs ; it exhila-^: 
rates^aad revives a drooping and ' 
languifhing Soul, . and raifes and- 
enlarges the Heart when 'tis funk? ■ 
down and contracted within it 
fel^ and has fometimes . yielded 
Confolatioii and Support \xtL^a' 
.r, E 3 t^^ 
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Ser. Ill* the deleft Confinenient and the fe- 
U/VVJ TCTEft SufiSrings. Thus Faml and 
Aa. XVI. ^y^ ijj ^ ^Qf^ Prifon^ fiiftned in 

^^* the Stocks, in the Darknefs of the 

night, reUcv'd their Spirits, and 

delighted their Souls by finging 

thePFaifesof God- And the ho- 

^ ly JPfalmift tells lis his Experience, 

PCCXIX. Thy Statutes lutvc he eft my Songs in 
54- the Houft of ny Pilgrimage^ They 

have furnim'd me with matter of 
Praife in my Wildcmefi State, 
and in my Wandrings thro this 
World, and have refrefli'd my 
Soul iu all die rrxseitiSam Stages a«rd 
Edtigues of Life. 

To this puTpofe the primitive 
Cbriftiins, ondcr the third Per- 
iecution by Trajkny met to^bir 
nmry wmiy an a ftated isty^ f# fing 
am Mynm to CHrifi their God^ as fS' 
Piiii.Epift.rda^d by PHi^-, an Heathen Wri* 
97. ttt^ in his Account to the Empe- 
ror.. And that Paflage of tlie rc-« 
nOwn'd and heroick Lmktr is wor* 
t&y C^FTation, who was wont 
to tell MeLm&hon (a very wife and 
learned, but a more timorous and 
ftetfiii Man) under the great Di£- 
cMirageiiitnxs andditk ^ofpeds 
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of things at. the beginniag of thcScryi 
Reformation ; Come, fays he, let \y^ 
ui fns the sfith Pfalm-t and let Earth 
nsd HeS do it's rvorfi- 

I fhall only fnrther obferve, with 
relation to each of tbefe Advan- 
tages of Singings that tb^y crten^l 
to otha-s as we!! as. to out fit^fi. 
Weareto ffeakhbuy fil-^iji'w'^ 
one another,in Pfalms j and to ttach 
tmd admdriljh one amthtry W?Sf, tfie 
fame wovd as before; 'Tis mii- 
toally beneficiji, and of ektenfiVe 
■^fe. ^Ali cbnoir togcthtT(ni;his 
^ilbiy Exerc!^-/ arid -cidrqne d- 
citesaiid alfifts the other- Every 
other Ptrfon, that fings tfae PraiRs 
;of God, htlps to excite the Af- 
■fcaioa, andriife the Demotion of'--' ■ 
my Sotli i ani my Singing helps to 
raife and excite another's. The 
Breath of Praife mutnally fens one 
another's Souls, kindles a divine 
Heat, and blows it np into a 
Flame ^ ahd fo every one contri- 
butes fopiethtng to'another's Good, 
arid receives fome help from every " 
other. 




. So The Excellence of 

.fier. III. 

. VV>J II. I Ihall confider it more reU- 
tively^ and in cmforifon with p- 
therDutys. This will not beany 
odious Comparifon or invidious 
Preference^ like thofe among Men, 
to fink the Charafter and darken 
the Reputation of one, to raifc and 
'fcrigjitea another. 'Tis ufual, in 
the Scriptures, to make Compari- 
foiisaf Graces and Dutys as well 
as Sins, and to give the Prefe- 
rence of one to another; and 'tis 
a proper meafore, by which tp 
take the value of things, to coiii- 
pare them with others oi the fame 
Kind, and fliew wherein they ex- 
cel. Thus our Lord fpcaks of, the 

VUtXXM^^^fi 4w4 Great Commofidy that 

38. which is chief .ind principal in 
. Value as wdl as in Oraeit;i a^d to 

Mat.V,x^, we '^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Leafi Command* 
And the Apoftle makes a compa- 
rifon among the principal Graces, 
and gives the Juft Preference, of 
1 Cor. one to the ri^ : Now remalnc^h 

Xlil. 1 3/ Faith J . Hitfe^ ' £hajrity\ theji threcy 
but the greatefi of theje is Charity ; 
;. e. it excels the other two.' And 

Cdr.XlLhe /peaks of (;9V€tingthtbefi Gifts; 
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and of finwing a more exc client. wof. Ser. - $1, 
There is a real Difference in tfol>S/c\j 
Degrees of their Excellence, as 
there is in their Natures andKinds. 
. But then this maft be underii;bbd^ 
to be in fome certdn RelbeSfcs only, 
not in every^ Refpeft: tor. every 
Grace and Duty has its proper Ex- 
cellence as well, as its prppcr 
Place, . a nd- fo every one exceeds a*- 
nother in fome certain Refpeds 
and to fome fpecial Purpofcs -i . lo 
that this is delign'd only to gi^vc ;. 

the true value^ and afilgn the pr^- '%^ 
per p^ace of one, not to prejudice 
ordifparage any» 

To bring this down to the prer 
lent Gafe : There are other Duty.s 
of Religion that, for inftance, are . ; "^ 
more abfolutely neceflary in our 
prefent State, and all things confi- 
der'd, than finging the Praifes of .. 
God i fuch as Repntance towards 
God, and Faith in the Lord.Jeftsi 
Chrift : • Thefe are indifpenfkbly 
neceflary by the Gofpel-Co\senant, ,. . 
and. fuch as we ^aii!t. be lay'd 
without ; and in this Refpedth^jt 
exceed all others* But then thia 

Duty is prefevabk \u [otJ%e.^^r-s •> 

E'5 *v^^^^-v 



•Sw. lfl-l(|)tQ:S, and hasCharafters 6f Eic- 
l2^^VNi^Ti!lerfce pctiliitr .to it felf. As 
How, fbf inftattcc, to i^prerent 
thfe ttiafctfet a little diftinftly 
- •§. i. itt ttec J-Wbtft it beart to 
itS^fry^ifL hlfei difeftrefp^atb 
GoAj irtti fo lias trery other patt 
of Worlhip i but it refpefts him 
trirfer'a higher Confideration, aijd 
In nobler Inftances. lie is to be 
tbnfidtr'd as the {jrcperObjeft of 
iPraift •, i. c. with refpeft to the 
xnoft glorious Perfcftions of his 
Nature, and the moft excellent 
Difplays of himfelf .• other Dutys 
and Graces refpeft him in lower 
inftancfe^, and in a more confined 
Senfe. So Prayer refpefts hisAIU 
fufficiency, that he can fupply all 
my Wants \ Repentance, his Mer- 
cy, that he is inclined to forgive \ 
Faith, his Power and Word, that 
he is able and difposM to deliver 
andfeve, &c. 

But Praife refpefts God, as he 
is in himfelf, in all the Ihining 
Perfeftions of his Nature, and in 
all his wonderful Works \ in eve- 
ry Appearance of Love and Power, 
of Alcrcy and J\i4?mt\\t to the 
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World.- Wcccmfider him as the Set. lif. 
moft gjoriofis and lovely Beitig, vxVXi. 
the moft adorable Objef):, and 
worthy the iugteft Veneration. In 
a word, ^s (^d in his higheftGlo^ 
tyy and under the beR Confidera-^ 
tions of him, . ihit is the pro^i 
per Ohjeftof Fr^i(e. 

Thiisyott (hail find be Is always 
ftxAea of in the prefent Cafe.: Wd Pf. LXVI. 
fiffg fortk^hi fhntkur vf his Name \^* 
i. €p the Etefieftions of his Natu^^e • i 
by Which: -hK makes bimftlf known^ 
and is diftinguifti'd from every o- * 

ther Beir^. We fing Praife to 
him according to his txcelltm Greats PC CL. 2. 
Hefs. Sint Praifisto our Kingy fiffgKXV/lU 
PraififSyfir God, is ^hd King of att^J* 
the Ear^k. Sing to Giod^ fing Praife^ p^y^ 
txtol him that ridethupon the Hea^LXy IIL^^ 
vens hy his name Jah, and rejoice be^ 
fore him* And lb of his great Ap-* 
pearanc^s in the World : We fing 
of all his v^arveUons Works^ and pfaljx.r. 
praife hlrh according to his mighty pj(; qi^^ ^^ 
AEts* W'e jhew forth his Salvation^^^^^^^^* 
declare his Glory among the Hea^ i^\ 
thensy i-his Wonders among the Peo-^ 
pie : He is ' groat ^ and greatly to he 
fear^di tfhve aU Gods^ 
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Set. JII. §. 2. With refped to the proper 
■ SubjeBsj who are fit and qualify'd 
to ijcrform it.' I don't deny but 
a wicked Man may ling the Prai- 
fes of God, and may receive In-* 
ftru&ion andAdmonitionby what 
he fings , fo all Men-are dill'd upn 

PfiLC on to fing to God thck Maker. 

But *tis the more proper Duty of 

the Vfri^htj and fuch only caa 

• reach the full or the principal Ends 

FfJ. of it :. Rejoice in the LnrJy ye Rigb^ 
XXXIIL teoMS^ for fraife is comely for the Vf^ 
'• right. 

There are fome Dutys of Reli- 
gion that are more proper to wic- 
ked Men, and efpecially defigii'd 
for their good, fuch as the worft 
of Men ought to perform, and 
may hope to find Benefit by : as 
Prayer, for pardoning Mercy and 
renewing Grace ; nearing the 
Word, lor the Conviftion of Con* 
fcience, and Inftruftion in the 
Truth i Repentance for Sin, &c. 
But now finging the Praifes of the 
Lord, in its moft dired and natural 
Signification and Ufe, fuppofes 
Converfion, and is the more pro- 
per Exercife of a regenerate SouL 
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They are only fit to.fi^ig the |*rai*jSer. 1 
fe^ of God, whpfe Swh ^re ftt-k^<y^ 
right, and can make, melody, in 
their Hearts to the Lord j where- 
as the Praifes of wicked Men, ta 
the moit artful Tunes, and with 
the, fweetefk Voke, is but jar- 
ring Dilcord, and a grating Koife 
in the Ears of God ^ like a fine 
Leffm playM upon an Inltrument 
unftrung and out of Tune. 
. Befides, that 'tis the proper Du- 
ty of the belt Circumfismces^ and 
the beft Frames of Mind. Every 
Duty has its fpecial feafon, and is 
more futable and proper at one 
time than another : So we humble 
our felves under the mighty hand 
of God i we cry to the Lord, in 
Diftrefs, &c. but now we are ef- 
pecially to Jmg the Praifes of God 
in the molt flourifhin^ and prof- 
perous Condition of Life, and the 
moll exalted Frame of Mind : /Tjam.v 
any be merry ^ let him fmg Pfalms. 
In the time of Profperity fejoice.^^^'^ 
'Tis then peculiarly futable when a '"*• 
Man flowswith Abundapce, and 
lives at Eafe^ whjen.he has -the 
highelt Relilhes of Ihc.pim^Sv 
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Scf. Ul.VDHr, and hlsf^ Heart is warm'd 

L/'VNa^ with Divine Love^and fall of fweet 
Experience. 

§.3- With refpea to the Kind of 
the Exerclfe it lelf. The Divine 
Aothority cnltamps ft value tipon 
every Dnty, and challenges «i dit 
tinft regard i but finging the 
Praifes of God is the nobleft part 
of Worlhip, as 'tis the moft v»» 
felfi^ and dlfintereftcd Excrcife of 
the Soul : It has not only the di- 
tefteft^ rcfpeft to God^ aad^that irl 
the higheft and moft excellent 
Confiderjtion of him j but it in- 
tirclyrefpefts him, and is wholly 

^ taken up au the Contemplation and 

Regard of.^m. Tis an Exprel^ 
fibn of pure Gratitude and Love, 
the mo^genervus Sisrviee we per- 
form to cfod, and carrys in it the 
livelieft Signatures of a Divine and 
Cod'Uke Temper of Mind. 

■ In other Dcttys there is a Mix- 

; ture df Self atid f ntereft : Some 
Kecefflty urges,- fome- Advantage 
is propos'd by it. We expeft 
fbmethang fromGoA in. other Ser- 
vices of Wotftiip, in ttus we offer 
Jbmethwg f<r hitli. Wt malce a 



Tender of our Praifc, and leek ^. ] 
only his Acceptance: In other L/V 
things we propofe onr own good, 
in this the Glory of God j and of 
ieVery other Duty thh has the moft 
iniirt regard to him. 

Inawordi to offer Praife to 
God Js the moft divine and per- 
fea Aftion of the Soul, and moft 
eminently ^hrifies him- Pf. L. 1 

$. 4. With relpeft to the Plact 
Where ^tis perfbrm'd. Heaven is 
a Region of Pmrity and Glory, 
the Seat of Perfeftion and Blef- 
fednefs : In that State much of our 
ptefent Work will wholly ccafe, 
and all will receive a confider^blc 
Change. There are many of the 
Dutys of Religion, and of the 
firft 'Rank and Order, that fecm 
calculated to our prefent State, 
and have no other ufe but in this 
World. Whatfoever fuppofes our 
Apoftacy from God, or refpcfts 
our Impcrfeftion and Guilt, will 
ceafe to be our Duty, when we 
come to Heaven and are pcrfcftly 
recovered •, whatfoever had a Ten-, 
dcncy to our Recovfery, and is not ' 
compr&heflded "tinder t\v^ t>>ax^ ^ 
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■' • • Graee. w ^ S where we. knf 
V- t^krfea State, ""^ -, r, ^ark' 

and'* ^'?^^ more Sin »« !'°'r 

,OT.vni-M'..'H»tv /":," ft «' There. 
«• :S M <» ;'t,tTl&Son in the 
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World, and find Admittance inSer. Ill- 
Glory : Yea, Heaven isjthe proper ^-'^^^'^^^ 
Seat of Praife, as 'tis of Perfec- 
tion. The inore per&d knowledg 
of the Glory of God, and fuller 
Enjoyment of his Love, that ren- 
der other Means and Dutys need- 
lefs, and determine their Ufe, 
raifethis to a higher Perfedion, 
and give it the greater Ad van- \ 

tage. The clearer Views of Di- i 

vine Glory, and the livelier lenfe 
of. Divine, Love, will make our 
traife thej more ia feafon as- well 
as the more compleat. 'Twill in- 
large theSubjefl: of our Song, and 
raiie and exalt our Minds j and 
we IKall lee greater rcafon, as well 
'as be better capable bf^nging/*;. - '^ 
Jimps^of Praiie.. .. S(o. that 'tis not 
ihiy very agreeable^ io the Hea- 
venly State, but inoi^ proper to 
It : an4 perhaj)^ we. can form no 
truer Conception of the, Wor^ of 

Heaven tHa^,t|j!>^ /" -■!'..'/:.', 
, . , For . this refttoa very ^proTia^ly 
.the Apoltle prejers X-t>ve to Fatth i cor. 
sindHope^ as it has. a nearer .Alli-3j:ULuIr.. 
ance and Relation to the f^uture 
World, aud' is jicft Utavui ^xv\ 
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Ser. III. their part in the Anthems of the 
U'V^J Bleffed : They ftrike up their Voi- 
ces, and mingle Praifes with the Se- 
raphim above. The Praifes and 
Triumphs of God, and of the 
Redeemer, are handed about from 
Throne to Throne^i and the whole 
heavenly Region rings aloud with 
HcT. XV. Acclamations of Joy. They fung 
* ?• the Song of Mofes, the Servant of 

the Lord^ and the Song of the Lamb^, 
fayingy Great and marvellous are thy 
Works y Lord God Almighy^. jvfi 
' ymd tfue OPet^Ty IVaysi thou King' of 
Saints. 'Tis the Voice of all the 
Rev. XIX. Heavenly Holt: / heatd a great 
12. Voice ofmuchFegfle in Heavtn^ fay^ 

ing^ Halkluj^ahy Salvation y 4nd Glo'^ 
ryy md Honour ^\ and tomr vni^ 
the IJ^tijL our (Spd\ for, triie and 
right eo^t are his Judgments^ for ht 
hath Judged the gre^at Whorey i^c*^ 

And .t;ho^, thefe E^prf^flions fbould , 
be thqjightto hav? a morr, ciifeft/ 
aid imgip4i^iq;.,Referepqe to thfe-. 
glorioi^s^nd tflji^PMat /Sjtate^. icf ^ 
the Church in this .tVMprld, and . to 
be a prophetic]^ Defer iptioa of its 
befi and bappieli Circumftancc oa 
JE^vt\i J it vv\^i;equalls- ferve;ithe, 
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prefent purpofe, and I fuppofeSer. IIL 
ought not to exclude a final and ul- ^-/VN; 
timate Reference to its perfedl and 
^orifyM State above- 
Particularly, the Sight of the 
Lami of God in the midft of the 
Throne, with the, Marks of his 
Sufferings and Glpry about him, 
will be ravifhing and tranfporting 
to a glorify 'd Soul : 'Twill infpire 
bis Heart with Flames of divine 
Love, and fill his Soul with Extu-. 
fys of heavenly Joy : jTwill rur- 
nifli out the nobleft Song of Praife,- 
and give the ^rcat^. Enliven- 
ing and EleyatiQix of Thougjit.. :; .^v 
Hence they are reprefentrfd iil •.;-.- . 
their higheft Glpry, . array 'd with- 
tight, . oearhig : Palms .of.Viaoryi 
in their Hanas, and Crowns, of 
Glory upon their Heads," while 
they fine his Glory, and cele\mite- 
his Praife : Tfey fimg a new Sdng^^^^*^' S 
faying^ Thou Art worthy ' to take the. 
nook^ and open the Sealsy for thou 
wafi /lain and hajt redejenid us unto 
God by tly Bloody out of every Kin^ 
dred nnd Tongue^ and People and- 
Nation^ and made m to our God 
Kings and Friefis^ Aud^ WortV)^ is 

the 
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Ser- III. the Lamb that was flain^ to restive 

*^^yP^ Pfyvoer and Riches^ and Wifd$m^ and 

' Strength^ and Honour J and Glory and 

Rev. VIL Blejfing. So we read of a great 

9,10, lu Multitude^ v^idh no Mancotdd num" 

hry Jtoad before the Thnme and be* 

fore the Lamb^ cktVd with incite 

Robes and Palms in their Hxfidsy 

that cry^d with a loud Voice^ Satva^ 

tiony &c. and all the ^gels fiood 

roimd ahout^he 'Throne^ and the El' 

ders^ amd the fovr Seafis* 

In Ihort, *tfe tbe prober Im- 

ploymehtof tbe belt or Ci'eatiires, 

erf the whole Society of the Blef- 

Heb. xn. f^d, the general Affemkly adi<i 

23. Ttfwf- Church of the Fkftborai And 

Yn*f* mcthiniks there fe not a more lively 

fimMem, or afidding Reptefenta- 

tionof HeiivenonEartb, than an 

Aflembly of worfbipping Chrif- 

tians fipgi^g ^^c Praifes of God- 
^bisis jirft as they do in Heaven J 
fo are the Angels imploy'd above ; 
not in Prayer tx> God, and mourn^ 
ing for sin, but in Exercifes of 
Love, and Songs of Ptaife: So^ 
the Poet, . . » 
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Set. III. 

* ■ ' For all we hnoso 



Of wh^ the Blejfed do jihove^ 
Is thdt they Singy and that they 

Love* 

• ■ . . . ■ 

§• 6- With refpeft to Its 2?#r4- 
tion and Continuaoce. Other Du- 
tys ceafe, as the Reafon of them 
ceales; butfinging Praife willlafl: 
for cYjer, atid he the Work' of a 
whole Eternity. 'Tis the perpe^ 
tual Exercife of the Blefled, as 
the Hcafoti and Ground of it is 
perpetual j and after the Revolu* 
tion of numberlcfs Ages, will ne- 
ver decay or grow out. of Date. 
There* wiU be confta.nt and grow- 
ing oceafjdn of Praife to all E- 
ternity* > The Subje(9; of their 
Song will never be exljaufted, and 
never failj b«t the clearer and 
foller Difplays .of Divine Perfec* 
tiom -will: e^DCB n^w Scenes of Glo- 
ry, aod fua?nifli frelh vaViety of 
Mattet for eternal Praife* 
> And their Souls will never be 
onftrung and = out of tune j there 
will; be nothing to difturh their 
Joysy or interrupt the Haxuvwi^ 
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Ser. Ill.'of their Praife. They Ihall never 
^-^^V^ hang their Harps upon the Wil- 
lows, or fit difconfolate morefi 
They will wind up the Strings of 
their facred Lyre^ and raife their- 
Notes to the higheft Pitch of Praife t 
They will fing the Sofigt of^ Siortj 
and the new Seng^ with frefli Vigour 
of Mind, and with perpetual 
PC CIV. Youth : IwiU fing unto the L&rd as 

ihy God while I have mny Being; / 

I Ihall clofe the whole with two 
;>r^^rV/i/ Reflexions, that will fit- 
ly refpeft the two parts of this 
Difcourfe. 

• r. How infinitely excellent . mult 
-God be that is the Objed of all 
bur Praife, to whom all our. Praife 
is direded, and who is the fub- 
Jeft Matter of them' all1 Every 
Ffalm of Praife is 5n Hymn to 
God, arid Difplay of fome Dr ot 
thcr of liis Perfedions. ' Tbe Di-r 
vine Glory gives the trueft Beau-* 
ty, and the brighteft Lultr& to e- 
very Song of • Praife. A naked 
Relation of Diwne PerffedUon, 
without the Mds of Eloq^ucnce 
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and Art, will make a more illuf- Scr. III. 
trious Defcriptioa than the fineft 
Mufioas, and the moft exquifite 
Fiftions of human Fancy and Wit. 
it receives a Noblcnefs and Dig- 
nity from its Subjeft j and iibftraQ: 
it rrom God^ and it prefently lo- 
fes its Pcrfeftion and Glory. 

Yea, the Divine Glory rifes a- 
hpve the loftieft Praifc ; and wc 
fall vaftly fliort of his juft Pi-aife 
when we <oar highe^- in. our Ac- 
•wiioWledgmeuLS, and are moft en- 
larg'd. The Heathen Poets a- 
dorn'd the Praifes of their Deitys 
^d Heroes with all the Figures of 
Speech, andFiftion of the Mind, 
and Ibmetimcs with the borrowed 
Glorys of the true God j but the 
divine Being tar exceeds in great 
Redity . the higheft Flights and 
boldeft Figures of even Pvetick 
Licence and Rage. There are vaft 
Reaches of unknown Perfeftion be- 
yond tlic Difcovery of an Eye of 
Senfe, or Comprehenfion of a fi- 
nite Mind, above all the Songs and 
Triumphs of Angels and Men. 

And how infinitely excellent a 
Being muft he needs be^ v;ho \s\\\^ 

F Sxx>a- 
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Scr.'III.Subj^6. 01 Qjar Sojig$, and the 
~ ^ Glory of them too ; who furni- 
ftes Matter of perpetual Praifeto 
ail, the Saints below,^ and all tlie 
filelledailo^rc, tb the 'HaUelujahs of 
iSbkven, and Hj^fannahs of Earth ; 
Whole Per^sftion inlplres the 
Matter of our Song, and the de- 
youteffi Afieftions of Soul; that 
gives the greatefl Glory to every 
0S^» .and fay; exceeds them all? 

CpnteiAj^We jhe Divine Seing as 
the Object ofour z\aife; aa>iv;^ 
the Divine Glory that is fo illuf- 
trioufly great, that reaches wider 
th^n tne Ea^th, rifes higher than 
th^ ' Heavens, and Ihines with a 
furp^l^ and perpetual Bright- 
xieli 

2. With what Frames of Soul 
Ihould we perform this excgll^t 
Duty ! If the Duty it fdf be fo 
noble and high, the Frame of 
our Spirits Ihould not be low and 
mean : If in fo many refpefts it 
exceed other Dutys of Religion, 
1m)w Ipiritual and rais'd (hould 
be the Temper of our Minds ? 

Keep a Guard upon the Senfes 
as well as the Thoughts infiaging 

^ thft 
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the Praifes of God, that the Heart Ser. HI. 
bea't diverted by fenfible Pleafure^ 
oc too dole Attendance to the 
Rules of Art, the Harmony and 
Proportion of Numbers^ or the 
Metody and Sweetnefs or Sounds. 
Let the Soul be rais'd and fatably 
mov'd i let the Heart and Voice 
join together, and thp Afiedions 
keep pace with the Tongue. 

If the Heart be abfent or out of 
tune, 'twill fpoil the Mufick of the 
fweetcft Song, and render the fof- 
telt Voice, like tinkling Cymbal 
ov founding Brafsy inharmonious- 
and difagreeable in the Ears of 
God. 

This will be the VV^ork of Hea- 
ven i Labour after an heavenly 
Frame of Mind: Twill be the 
V/ork of a whole Eternity ; let us 
begin th? blcfied fixercife now, 
and inure our felves' beforehand. 
Let us lb fing the Pfalms of David 
here on Earth, that we may fing 
the Song of Mofes, the Servant of 
the Lord, and the Song of the 
Lfimk for ever, uimen. 

F 2 Ob^\ci- 
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Objections confi* 
derdagainji the Duty 

of SlUGlUG. 



SERMON IV. 



PSAL. LXVII. I, Hi 

- • • 

Let all the Feovle praife tbee^ 
God^ let aU the Peofle praife 
thee : let the Natiojis h 
glad^MdftngforJej. 
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I Am to anfwer the ObjeUiens 
againft Singing ia the IVorJhip 
of Gdi4 This is the ou]^ 
tiling that can be thought unplea- 
iant in our whole Undertaking j 
aad 'twere pity to interrupt the 
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Harmony of our Difcourfes with Set. IV* 
the ungrateful Jarrings and Dif-L/^VN> 
cords of Ccntrov^rfy (the molt 
unfutable thing in the World to 
our prefent Subjedl) did not the 
Difficulty s and Scruples of fome 
People require it. 

That I may perform what is ex- 
peded from me, 1 {hall but. juffc 
mention the Argument id my 
Text, and then reply to the moft 
confiderMe OhjeElions that are pro- 
duced againft this Duty. 

In the Verfe foregoing the PfaU y^^ 2* 
mifi prays for the Converfion of 
the Gentiles^ That God would 
make known his way upon Earthy his 
faving Health amon^ aU Nations \ 

then follow the words of my Tex t^ 
Let the Feoplc fraifi thee., O Cod^ 
Ut aA the People praife thee : inti- 
mating, that tne knowledg of 
Salvation would be fuch an infi- 
nite Mercy to the World, as not — 
only to invite, but oblige aU Man-- 
hind to publilh and refotmd the 
Praifes 01 God. And that we may 
n6t be at a loft how this ought to 
he performed, he exprefTes himfelf 
more, clearly in tlve fo^cwwssj^ 
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Ser. IV. words : O let the Nations be gUdy 
^^^'^'^^ and pttg for Joy-y i.e. exprefs their 
vcr.4. pj-aifes in joyful Songs and Tri- 
MTn nmphs, as the word in the Ori- 
* " ginal does plainly lignify. So 
°^^ that to praife God by Swginz is a 
fida, ' Praftice , not only very futabie to 
Buxt.Opmthe State of the GofpeU but a 
»^X An- J)uty now to be perform'd by att 
"^*™"* Peofle'y as being what was not. 
only prayM for, but foretold of 
anticnt time by the infpir'd Pro- 
phet. 

And is it not then ftrange, that, 
a Duty fo reafonable and becom-" 
iijg, fo clear and exprefs, fo no- 
ble and excellent, fo plea&nt and 
ttlefut, as appears from the fore- 
going Difcourfes, fhould meet with 
©ppofition from any ? When if 
pr remain filent, or hold our Peacey 
it might be expected (if fuch .'a 
thing were poflible) that as our 
InlcXIX. Lord himfelf fpeaks, the Stones 
40* ixfovld immediately cry out. And 

had we fuch a fenfc of the adora-' 
ble Majefty and Perfcftions of ' 
iL^ God, andthofe immenfc Benefits 
^^^^^^J^l^ath beftow'd upon us, as'they 
Asrieicrve, we fKould 5vud t\\si Prac- 
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tice we are pleading, for necfefia-Scr. 1^. 
ry, if it were only for the Je/»^vy*Nr*0 
of evr Nflttire ; nay fooiietiiiies, for 
ought i Itriow, for the Preftri/M^ 
tion of Life it fclf: for oiir Hearts 
might be ready to burft, and we 
might even die under our Joys* 
if in fome fpecial Cafes we Ihbuld 
not be allow'd giving them vent 
in.theloftitfl Strains, and loudcib 
Shou'tsof Tliarikfgivingand Praifc. 
B^tbleCcd bcGod, among thblc 
ttlib ,harVe formerly oppos'd this 
Fraaic^of.Singiflg, therearema^ 
hy how cbnvinc'd of its being a 
Gofi>e!-Dutyi and they who ifi 
\Xiii particular diflcnt froih, us^ 
iX't bonfiderably, leltea'd- in their 
Jfjdmbti-S. This is owlhg to th? 
fuc&fsful hdujiry of fev.tral o^JWcMai- 
tHeir worty Mipifiersy whOni"G6ji'^"5' Mr. 
iiath rais'd up from among them-~S°"'"5> 
felves, who have ftrcnuoufly afler-j^g^' 
ted and "vindicated this traftic^iiett, mt. ' 
and hereby had occafion of kivliKPig£ot^ 
proof not onfy of their SEll in ^w- Harri- 
j^nument, but in the ^h too they '^''n. ^ 
have defended, bj thof£ excellent ^'•^"'*- 
Comjpolures wherewith Qnt <i€KT,?ws»j-. 
them, hath oblie'd t\vt (INk^SOvwC*^^ 
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Ser. IV. And therefore what hath been 
perform'd of late years, might 

.have fuperfeded any further At- 
tempt of this kind, were It not 

,that in this Publication there is 
intended a more amfU and compleat 
Treatife of Pfalvtody^ than any we 
have feen extant ; and 'tis fit that 
in this place we take notice of the 
Objefltions that are made, againft 
this Duty, in anfwering of which 
I fhall offer fome things that I do 
not find obferv'd by thofe that 
have gone before me* And. that 
this iSfcourfe may not exceed in 
proportion thofe of my .BretWren, 
It muft not be expefted I reply to 
(tvery Objedion, only to the molt 
confiderable \ which if fairW 9a* 
iTwer'd, the others will &11 of 

.ccfurfc; as when we Ipp bff,.jt6fi 

rxnain Boughs of a Tree, all tjjc 

. other little Branches and Twigs 

do fall along with them. I (hall 

. dilpofe them into the following 
. 'Order, and confider, 

I. Thofe Obieflions that arc le- 
verd agamlt the Duty of 
Singing, 
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II. Agaialt the Matter to bcSer. IV. 

in. Againft the Tcrfms to pe 

imploy'd. And, • 

IV. Againft the Mamer of the? 

Perfermance. 

' I. They that pppofe the Duty,' 
A6 aflbrt. It is antiquated with the 
Ceremonial Law ; that now it is 
needtefs under the G off el ; that it is 
ioithout Prefcriftion ; and that it is 
very unfutahle to the frefent hewil* 
ired and affliSled State of the Church^ 

§•1- Tney reprefent this Prac- 
tice as antiquated J and objed a- 
iainft it as a fart of the Ceremonial 
Worjhip under the LaWj which is 

jfijolifli'di and they imagine we 
are now to praife God only by 
Bjakihg fecret melody in the Hearty 
Without any artificial Tunes or 
Modulation of the Voice. 
' That wWch hath led thfem into 
this MifiaKe^ iis ■ the wrong Qpi^ 
Dion they^'have conceived of this 
Daty, as being furely Ceremonial ; 
piliereas among the Jews it was 
really^ of a Twrn nature, viz,, part- 
hr CcremoniaU and pattW Mot^*^ 
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^* iV.A^hat was Ceremonial refer'd on- 
'" J lytQ the mmntr of Performance 
under the Lcviticd Friefihovdi 
which, was in a very pompous man-^ 
ner, with a variety of mufical In- 
ftruments^ and Perfons, who as 
Officers 0£ Mafters in Muiick, did 
dired; and prelide in the manage* 
ment of it.^ This, 1 ana of Opi- 
nion, did die and was huryM'with 
tttyiwiJhCerem>rys'^ but the Prac- 
tice of Sinking fiill remains as a 
vart o£ namrd Religion^i and is of 
Kanding and univer^l Obligation : 
This, ff duly confiderM, wou'd 1 
hope remove the Difficultys a- 
liout thisDuty- Tfteufe of'^mu- 
fical Initruments, &c. was only a 
i^r#i»«f7M/ Appendage or externaV 
Solemnity, and of it felf no r4- 
tiotid part of Worfhij) j but to 
fing forth the Praifes or God with 
our Lips is of a different nature, 
and &0s under another Conlide- 
ladon. And tho the ^ewifit man- 
ner of performing, this Duty be 
now ceas'd^ it does not folbw 
that therefore there mult be no 
SixigLfkgat aQ^ orthatbecaufethe 
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out Mouths muft be feal'dnp totJ.^er. IV; 
Nohc can be ignorant hoir ftrc^ Ky'VSi 
nuoufly th6 Apoftle Pout doA 
{>lfed for tte aUtiJhing of the 
y^ipJjfR Certnionys, ancl pkrtiaP 
hrly in the fecond Chapter of hi4 
EpiftTe to' the Colojfians j and yet 
in. tUtf VWy next Chapter fierr* 
cmrhendi to them the Praaice df 
J^^'Hf ^M^^^ Which certainly hi 
would never have done were f his 
to hkve been rank'd among the 
aurtibcr of the former. His cx- 
fioi^iiig them to do this rvlt^Coliii^ 1 

Grace In their Hearts^ and to make 1 6, 
melody in their Hearts to the Lord^Efh.y,i$* 

ddes. no way forbid vocal Singing ; 
ady more than bfecaufe it was their 
Duty alfb to pray with the Heart, 
they ought not to ufe their Voice 
in,. £*rayer. It is evident this 
wis only to dircQ: them in Sing-. 
iiig, that while they v/ere im- 
ploy*d in the o:itw:ird Duty^ they 
ffould take Oarc it be with a fu- 
taUle Diipofition of Spirit, both 
being pt'tt together, Singing and 
rnakin'o- melody in the Heart* 

To^concluae, itfhould methiiiki 
ttiid to reconcile Perfons to x\\v5. 
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Scr. • iV.Pr^ice, that' iff€ pkad for nix 

</^>f\i xnare than what is- neteffary to the 

Ajceht irid livfcljr ^drfcharge iof*, a 

"Bdtf xvhich is^ 'written' with i;ke 

Pen of Nature upon Mtns- Hearts 5 

letting all other poippous.Ob&r-- 

f ances remain where eur Saviour 

and his Apollles left theta-r md. 

; if Singing in the WorflH]j6f G6d 

be a )part of natural Rengion) it 

anfwers 

§. 2. The next Objeftionagainft 

It as a needUfs thing : For what can 

, be more neceflary than that which 

' ourReafon diftates' to be a piece 

of Homage, indifpenfibly due 

from Creatures to their Maker 

and Bcnefador ? To fay that pfai- 

fing of God by Singing is neralefs 

or fuperfluous, becaufe it- m^ be 

done as weU by Prayer^ is. a miftdke ; 

lArhich may be evinced from the 

nature of the thing, as well as' exc 

perience. Befides, we are not to 

take the Meafures of our Duty 

from what wt judg proper or 

V ' needful, but from the Wilt and 

*Eph.% Command of Chrift *• It would 

ip. €k)l be, I confefs, an expeditious way 

\ ' — 
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.Skeleton^ a tbia Siadow, if weScr. I> 
TOcre ohli^d to do no more thaa L<V^ 
whatoiur corrupt and l€lf-indi]i« 
genciSaitare fhould think neceua^ 
ry.: Might we not then argue as 
^tongly ag^inft the Lord's Sap- 
per? Cark you not think of his 
dying Love when you pray or 
•hearthje Word preached ? . Wliat 
: need Qjf going to the Table ? But 
as this is an Ordinance, own'd to 
: be inSituted on purpofe for the 
^ commemorating of Chrilt's Death 
•:. and Suffirings ; fo why may not 
* fingmg of Pialms be a dUtind 
V Drdiaance, appointed for the ce- 
' lebrating in an efjpecial manner the 
Praifes of God ? And can we be 
fo difingenaous as to refufe exal* 
.- tjbg the Name of God in any way 
vtkHiX IS ppfllble and lawful for us^ 
■k: who in fuch numberlefs ways hath 
been infinitely merciful and gra« 
cioustous? 

§..3. Tis objefted that this is 

a FraSice mthout Nero Tefiamem 

.. Trefcriftion *^ and would you have 

us fing without warrant from 

Chrift? To make good this Ob- 

Jcsaion, Jthpy eadeavour to ^ixwi^t». 
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t f d Objections cdnfdir^i ^g^^^fi 
Ser. IV. the f6rce of thofe Paflages wc pro- 
i>W;ducd from the.Kcw Teftanftm 
for the cftablifhingour f raSjce. 
As to that \Jhich mdiitiops oar 
vv^^*^ Savionr's fmgingdnHym thh tie 
^Sii^^'^'f^'f^^^' tliejT would maM us lic- 
nu lieve th6 brlgindl worcf imporfs 
no riibre than IJinple g^v^^^ <>f 
Thim\s^<N\iXi6\xi Siiigingi bur all 
who uhderftacd Criek^ and v^ill be 
imfariialf mult confefs that the 
word does ia its primary and 
proper ienfe ligniry fuchapraillng 
of* God as is perf6rmM 6y Sing- 
iii^. To cite Authority? can be 
of no ulc to flie VnUarrfd^ and t(5 
thofe who arc cxinverfant in .this 
T^pngue it is notorious \ bcfid^s*, 
the fciife of this' w^d is 'fo fully 
cjear'd in ibnie kte Tfeatilts, thit 
I Ihall refer yby tp them "^^ where • 
you have the Judgment of Aufiin^ 
Conftaritine-f ^uidas^ Calvin^ ffezaj 

and our Countrymen" Ainpt^orth^ 
X^eighj and many rriore that might 
I)c added, ^iit it may fiiffice tb 






* Singmgof Pfalms vindicated fro^ tbp 
:(AfW/}/ Novel fy. prints hy Mr. ParkhurflL 
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convince the uBskilful Keaddf of Set. IV. 
the fenlc of thfe w'ord' fJfvmf (whiefr ' 
is buf an aSbreviation of tfte Grtelf 
word tJjfAi^, or ftymnos) thaC /^^r- 

have adoptra it into tBe EngU^ 
Language to lignlfy a grave Song 
of Praife. To conclude^ wehave 
reafon to accjuiefce in fhi^= fchre of 
the word^ inafmuch- as \t is ge-^ 
nerally acknowTedgM out Saviour 
did aSually /% after hislaft Sup-» 
per *^ according to fhc cuftom oi 
the Jem-i who in thePafchal Night^^ 
after they had eaten the Lamb^ 
did ufe to fing fome of David's 
Pfalmsi which folemn fifymns* 
they call the great flaffeL ahd; 
which began at Pfak CXiIl- and' 
ended y/^iiOi' Pfd. C^lV(. Hence 
therefore the wordV^tywo-rtrTfi^ niuft 
imply more than bare giving of 
Thanks, viz.. fuch a giving of 
Thanks as hath Singing . conjoin'd' 
with it. 

To thofe Places in St. PauPs 
Epiftlcs whkh we alledg for this 
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Ser. IV. Duty, they fay the Apoftle re- 
^>^VX^ quires ff caking only, and teaching 
wl* III- and admonijhing one another. They 

£pkv»i9* ^^^*^ ^^^y ^^^y ^^^ farther direc- 
^ * ted to y&7^, and to make meUdy^ 

but they evade this, by telling iisy 
it is confinM wholly to the Hearty 
finging with Grace in your Hearts;^ 
(b fiiging and making melody in 
your Hearts to the Lord: and thai 
riiefe Exprellions have no refpeflt 
at all to vocal Singing* This we 
deny, and fay, that thofe who dif- 
fcnt from us muft acknowledg 
thefe Adions of /peaking-, teachings 
and admoniJhiTTgy do undeniably iih'^ 
ply the ufe or the roice. This be- 
in^ granted, the Nature of the 
things, in which we are to ulc 
our Voice, do fufficiently detcr^ 
mine the manner of doing it, viz..' 
by Singing \ the Duty requird be- 
ing fuch as was to be pertonnM vi 

PjalmSj Hymns^ zvA fpiritual Songs^ 

which all who are impartial an4 
ingenuous muft own were com-* 
posM and torm'd for 5i/7g;i;3rf . But 
the Apoftle lays. Singing with 
** Grace in your Hearts'^ and making 

^ mclodjva, your Hwru : ^is^can* 
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ted, and no doubt 'tis a great Du-Scr. IV'. 
tyto^do foi but then this was^-/V>J 
not to exclude fingwg with the 
P\icf^ hot only to caution us tliat 
we reft not in the external fart of 
the Duty. But how can we teach 
and admonifi one another in Sing- 
ing ? I reply, it would be no wrong 
done to. th^ Text, if we fay that 
the word f«/IS<» one another^ may 
be rendrcd Cy^wr felvei} for fo 
Qur Tranllators have rendred the 
fame word, Efh. V. 1 9. And in^ 
4e|^ whiilQ we are linging, we 
hiip a ipfcial Opportunity and 
fieipto inftrucl and zAmov^&i our 
own Souls ; as that by dilating the 
Sound, and prolonging the Voice, 
there is naore time given for tfie 
£xiO& our Hearts upon that which. 
is|iu)^ With more delightful Me^ 
ditaiion. But as I do not deny 
the word may be and is tranflated 
to one another^, (b how our mutual In* 
ftrudion and Edification is ^ro- 
{noted in the prafdce of Singings 
is plainly anci ftilly fet forth al- 
ready by him who from this Text 
hath open'd the nature of the 
Duty; Thus 1 have Yiit\x \xtwv\:| 



Scr.' IV. vindicated tfte pincifd Fhccs of 
"'"V^N-'th'e Kew Teftartieht, that ate 
fchoduc'd for this Duty of Bingr 
iBg, trotn th6 Ex'cet)tions that arc 
brought &g4ih'ft tlifeiii. There are 
fohie othet Scriptures \vhich will 
^11 in Our Way to bfc fpokcn to in 
iheiir proper tlaces. 

^.4. Th'e lalft Obieftion againit 
Singifig in tk Wol-ihi;p of GSd'is; 
That it is , vnfutiihU to the p'refcni 
hexpiUrid dai tipi^ed Stdie of th* 
Church. 

'rfi&re is fo little irl iVis, tftat 
tbere needs hot much to be fpo- 
ieh to it : Befides, 1 do not fihd 
it nt-g'd in the Writings of oiir 
hiodi:rn Oppofers, who feetti W 
have dropr it) as being conrdoiiSj 
I fiippofe, 6f the Weaknefs of jt. 
Hie Chiirch's Afii.iafohsarerQ i^i 
froiii being an Objefllon» that t ■ 
think them rather aii Argument 
foitiie performance of this Dutyj 
arid bccaufc ilie is In a bcwildreil 
State, 'fheliastht greater need of 
Ibmcthing tb recreate and yefrcfh 
Prov. her, which might be like glvhg 
XXXI, S. ef Ifr^fig fo fjirjt . ihd is of a heaiijl 
I iie4Kt. And vt h vi'oHV"^ twi issi- 
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ticc, that many of thePfalms are Sen IV. 
wonderfully fated to the loweft t>^W# 
Condition and molt afflifted State 
of the Chutxrh^ plainly enough fig- 
nifying the tnd of their Compo-* . 
fure, and when we ought to make 
ufe of them. And we do not find 
the Jews^ tho often brought into 
a very low. and bewildred Condi- 
tion, did upon this acc6unt defift 
from this part of religious Wor^ 
fliip. We read indeed that whea^ 
they were under the SabytoniPt 
Captivity, they hung their ffarpr rpfitoi 
itfmshelVllloMi but the foUow-KacxXFiu 
ing vrords givfe us rcafon to be*^ 
lieve this was upon a very fjrtguldr 
occafion, viz. when their Enemy!^ 
did ifjftdt over them, and by way 
fif'JStam did require them to en*^ 
tertaru . 'cm with fome 6f their 
Mofick, and let 'em hear 6ne of 
thbfe Songs which were wont ta 
be fung in tne Temple : otherwife 
'tis more than probable they did- 
now aud then rcfrefh themfelves 
with this Divine Mufick, and for 
this, when led into Captivity^; 
they carry 'd their Harps along 
with them from JerufaUm^ ot ^jtrs- 
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Ser. IV.cur'd thofe Inftramejits in Bdy- 
S^y^^lctt^ tho now upon the infulting 

and barbarous uuge of their £ne- 
* Jam. V. xny s they laid them afide *. Much 
n^/^ more might be faid in anfwer ta 
ready h ^^^ Objedion, but I have fpenUoo 
Scnn.lL much time upon it alr^y^ I 

come 

in To the fecond Clafs of Ob- 
jeftions, viz.- fuch as are level'd 
againft the Matter of the Huty^ 
Thofe mention'd are againft. the 
AB of Singing -, thtfe againft the 
Matter X)x2it is ufuaUy fung.in our 
. publick Aflemblys, viz.. the Pfidms 
of DaviJy ^faph and others. Here 
it is objefted. That the Matter of 
them frequently does not futo our 
Cafe : That there are many Paffjiges, 
we cannot fing with Truths nw f^- 
thers with Charity j and further- 
more, to vfe theje in the Warfhh a/ 
God is to introduce a Form^ and to 
fiint and limit the Gifts of the Sfirit* 

Before 1 rei>ly to thefe Objec- 
tions, I Ihallgive youa.brfef.Ac^ 
count of our Opinion concerning 
the Matter to be fung in publick. 
U^orlhip, And, 
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r. Tho we approve and fliallSer. IV. 
wrefently vindicate tiie PradiceofL/W/ 
nir Churches in finging DavidH 
i^ialins, yet we are notagainfto- 
;ttfer Compofurcs. However, 

2. What of this hind may be al- 
lowed to be fung, we fhould ad- 
rife the Matter of them to be 
x>Ue<9:ed from the Holy Serif tures 5 
XL turning of which into Metrc^ 
i (iWgent regard ought to be had 
totheT&vr, and the Scnje at leaft 
Eo' be carefully retainM : and it 
may not be amifs that we here 
GEiotioa againfl: toe great a liberty 
E#*heiflights of a Poetical Faucy^ 
left My being too frefufe., it de- 
Craft from the Senfc and Beauty of 
Clw Scriptures, which always ap- 
peal" .hjt in their own naked S>>»- 
yticity* 

- 3;.'We do not this out of any 
io^m irreverent arid unbecoming 
Thoughts of David^s Pfalms, or 
that we would difcard thefe from 
having their part in the Worfhip 
of /God 5 'but that adding others 
ly them,' we may ftill have a /w/- 
l^ 5^^ofPfalms, and a more ^W- 
dam variety of fpiritual Soti^s \.o 
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Ser. IV. pjFOWote and fiirther the celebra- 
? tingof God's PraifesifldieChriftian 
Churchy and tKefe being for the 
MMtr of them coUefted from 
the 5cn/?ri/rw,/ there is no Additkn 
iriade to the Word of God here- 
by^ as many will be ready other- 
wife to objeft. 

Having thus given our (Dpinion 
^out the Matter to bg jun^^ I 
Ihall now confider the Ob)€ftions 
that are made againll the uie of 
I>a,'rsM% Pfalms, and give you ia 
a narrow Coropafs the Heads only 
of thofe Replys which may be 
made unto them, referring the 
Reader to fuch Authors as infift 
more largely upon them. 

§. I. 'Tis objeded, That the 
Matter of theft Pfalms does not eorre-' 
ffond to the frefent Cafe and Oxca* 
pons of Go^s Peofle^ as more Evatt" 
gelical Comfofures mould do* 

To this we Ihall only fay^ if it 
be impartially conlider'd, we (hall 
find a great many at leafi of the 
Tfalrns very well adapted to tbe 
Gafe and Ciraimftances both of - 
the Church in general, and each 
particular Mcmu^t oi Its and^ro-- 
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vided there be due care taken of aSer. IV* 
wife and prudent choice of the^><V>J 
Pfalm.tohQ fung (which is ordina-j^^j-J'^- 
rily done in our Aflemblys) I think^^^/^^^/^ 
^t will- ve^'y much, abate the fo^cc of Scrip- 
of this Objeftipn. And even^"'*^- 
where the Matter is. not fo futaUe^i^^^" 
to the prefent Cafe, yet it having 
been the Cafe of oth^rs^ we may 
find Profit in our Meditations upon 
it, by learning InflruEHoriy and be- 
ing admomjljl^d and exhorted to our 
Duty from it i and this the ^po- 
ftle reprefents as one main end" of 
fingihg Pfalms^ and Hymns^ and! 
*flf ritual SqngSm 

%.x. ^Tis objeded there areww- 
ny Paffagef. in DavidV Pfdms rp^ 
cannot fifig with Truthy nor others 
Wiph Charity. 

' What is hinted under the fore- 
going ■ pbjedion " mmht ferve to 
anfwer'this, viz,^ if we cannot 
exprefs them as our own Cafe, wc 
may meet Viith InfiruQi^n^ Convic- 
tion^ Counfel. and Comfort from 

them i ana to fwg the Cafe of o- 
tjiers, with this view, is no more • 
lylng^ to 6od (as forae pretend) 
tnan reading the fame Palla&es with 



^to our F»;^t (tS) tbcim- 
u« EQcmV* ^,„ imprecate tnc 



This is no Reftraint when theSer. IV. 
Doty cannot be ^rfemp/yf perfbrm'd. 
To urge this Objeftion is to lay, 
that ^ther we malt not Jmg at aU^ 
or i^at what is fung be as to the 
Matter of it immediately indited^ 
or an extempore Efiufion : For if 
we muft not ling by a Scripure'^ 
Vtrm^ neither ought we to ling by 
a form of human Compofure* And 
if the Matter to be lung mull be 
immediately indited, then either 
there can be but one fing at a 
time i or if every one be allow'd, 
then it mult be by the other's pen- 
ning or reciting what is in his 
Mind, and fo it becomes a Form 
to all the reft. There is no way 
then of Singing left, but to fup- 
pofe every Perfon to have the 
Gift of immediate compofingi 
but then fliould thefe fing all to- 
gether, what Diforder and Con- 
fufion may we imagine it mult 
produce in the Church ? For we 
cannot fuppofe (as not having any 
Infcance of it) that every one 
Ihoiiid have the fame Thoiight<>, 
exprefs the fame Words and Num- 
bers too, and fmg in the CiKY«i 
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Ser. IV. Tune at the lame time* From 
^w^ whence it follows, that either 
there molt be no SingMig at aU 
in the Church \ or if it be done to 
^^fication^ it mult be by a tarm^ 
the Nature of the Duty being foch 
as to require it The Cafe of 
Singing is not the iame with that 
of Prayer : for Prayer may be 
perform'd without a Form, there 
being but one Peribn who is the 
mouth of all the reft ^ but Singing 
cannot, becaufe there every one is 
to ufe his own Mouth : And there- 
fore it is no ftintiag of the Spirit 
to do that by a Form, which can- 
not be otherwife done without a 
Miracle. And thus I have an- 
fwer'd thofe Objedions that are 
level'd againft the Matter of the 
Duty. We proceed, 

III. To thofe that are produced 

¥igainji the Perfons to be emfl(y*d in 
this Duty of Singing. If Ringing 
in the Worlhip of God may be 
allowM, fome will tell us. That 

according to Primitive Prattice but 

one Perfon ought to perform this Of^ 

five in the Qjurch : Others 4re for 



t X chiding Wonttn from the benefit ofSCT. IV. 
fhu Ordinance.' Baf the laft Ob-'-^^NTSi 
jeftion^ and which carry s the 
greateft pladfiblcnefe with it, is 
z^zlv^^frmtifcutnH Singing *^ that is, 
the concirttnceof GocKlafld Bad 
together in thi^WoJrkr: For wicked 
Mtn^ they thinly camot Jing Go£s 
Praifei^ and good People ought not to 
do it in their Comfkny. I fliall re*» 
jply to what is objeded^nder thcfe 
Particdla^s. ' 

■ §. I . That one ohh as the Afouth 
ought to Ifthgj and the reft to con^ 
cur with their filent Confent i as ia 
Pi-ayer the Minifter is the Mouth, 
and the reft join with their fecret 
'Atnen. The ground they have 
for this ObjeQiion muft be Serifs- . 
rure-- Evidence y Or Primitive Prac^ 
rice. To hefgin With the latter, I 
do -not find they have any thing 
j^obi Primitive Praitice (after the 
ceafing of extraordinary Gifts) 
that 'gives them the leaft Counte- 
nance. A learned ^ Author tcUs"^ /«?% 
IIS, *^ That the Manner of the*'''^^^^^^ 
" Primitive Singing was fuch as^ffiw]. 
" ibG/Pedph bore a |)art in it ^^f the Prh 
And ^riihgWes us this acco\x\vX. w.m\\:v>«^ 

G z \!^^^^^ 
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StT. IV.it, ^' That: it was iftfOAi^ ag fi/f/^iTwH^ 
" ingoodTuneandConcertij i.rw 



rioi^r' ^^ Peopie finging with their VoIt 
ces all together. Plim/ the youngeir 
tcUs to, -^^ That ia his time Chrifc 
*' tiajas us'd to .meet (oge^bej be- 

*^ fore- day ^'Or?»«f ehrifi^Micere 
*^ fecum ' invic9m» , Some quote 
this PalTage to prove Aiitiphojoal 
Singing, and tell you, the. words 
are tq be jhus x^ndr^d, *' They 
*' fung an Hymn by courfe, or one 
^^ againit another ^ tho doubtiefs 
they are here more truly rendred. 
They fung a Hymn one with ano- 
. thcr, or among themfelvts : . and. 
they who underltand the Genius 
of the Latin Tongue will aUpw it* 
Intro Juif. And the learned Dr. Cave does 
^ojLiwxqfthus tranflate that PaHage. But 
Prim. Fa- this IS not the Matter here in 
g£; .f^Sdifpute i be this how it wil^ it i$ 
cJahcdrJ^^^ plain from hence, that th6 
Worfljtf. People bore a part in this Work, of 
Singing, and that it was not com- 
mitted only to the performance ef 
one Perfon. I Ihafl fay na morr^ 
but recommend to thof^.wbo h^ve 
an inclination to confult fuctber. a^- 
bout this Matter ) iVv^^tuial of a 
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little anonymous Treatife lately Ser. IV 
publilh'dy and entitled, StKiing oj 
Pfaln^ indicated from tht charge of 
Novelty. You fee then there is 
no foundation for this Obje&ioa 
ia Primitive Praftice. 

If there be any force in it, 'tis* 
from Scriptare-Evidence, and the 
chief they pi'oduce ' is in ' thofe 
words of the Apoftle : Hew u it 1 Cor, 
theny Brethren f when ye come r(7f e-XIV. 2^. 
thevy every one of you hath a Pfalm^ 
halth a^^Ho^miii* hath a Tongue^ &c. 
i:r, is" B^si'i^ o6ferve5, one hath a 
Pfalm, - a«aother ' hatli . a . Doftrine, 
another hath a Tongue ^ not that 
every one • had all thefe. Now^ 
fays the Apoftle, let att things he 
domtnrio edging. H/e fpeaks here 
ofjthe extraorcunary : Gifts of the ' 
Spirit : To one was given the 
Gift: of Tongues, to another the 
Gift of Prophefying, to another 
the Gift of compoling Pfalms by 
the: afflation of the Spirit, as Dr. 
Hammond obferves npon the place 9 
now let aU things be done unto edi* 

fying* And how mult this te ? 
why not that all fhould exerciie 
thefc Gifts at the fame tvma^ \«a» 

G 3 o^^ 
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Scr. IV. one after another, as you may fee 
in the 31/ Verfe; Te .maji' jiU fr(H^ 
fhefy, fays the Apoftle^ .wi bj/L ^iy 
phat all tnm^ leam^ and\atl tnay Ai. 
comforted. He direds them to do 
it one by one^ that is, one at a; 
time ; lb he that had the Gift x)f 
P&lmody, he akme maft fing for: 
that time. And it beli^ an ex*-/ 
• traordinaty Gift confia'dto that 
Perfon, it required this extraordi- . 
nary way of performing it,^ and 
cou'd not be otherwife» The In-^ . 
ference which thofe that diilent 
from us draw from iionoty.is^ this,: 
That only, one Ferfit^ ought: to fiog in^. 
the Churchy ani thereft^iis m Frajftr^ 
ta. Jain wkhtheir fetret CoH/if»t^ . 

. The Anfwec Which ,]|ny'J9e«g»i' ^ 
ven to tim l6/Jitliinky..Ttry JOsSy > 
and pkdn v for tho it b£; gmiibad' 
the Appftle fpeaks here ofi tha 
extraordinary Gift of P&lmody^ 
wfcich £>me had in the. timesof tbe 
Apoftlc (And this i ieems Co be 
one. wqy ttf Propb^fying,'; and* a 
method which in thoie times the 
Holy Ghoft did ufe. to .inltnid^ 
and edify the People ; and theFe«> 
fcarc when there view w?jv "^^ • 
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were thus direfted to cxercifeScr. T 
their Gift^ the People ought to 
give their attendance to it) yet 
we challenge any Perfons to prove 
that the Chriftian Church had no 
ether way of finging Pfalms than 
this. We do aflert the contrary^ 
and that befidesthis extraordina- 
ry Gift, it was the Pradice of thd 
Church to fing^tf together^ or with 
confent of Voices. That this was 
their more ordinary and Jtated vpay 
of worfhipping God, there art 
Examples- already givwi of it bj[ 
Win wno hath undertaken to provc^ 
the Duty. Befidcs^ the GemHo 
€hvrch^ in thus fingiae the Praifes- 
of God, does but fejfll the fro^ 
phecy in my Text, and many o- 
thers that arc mentioned of her 
in the Old Teftament. The ex- 
crcife therefore of an extraordi- 
nary Gift, as it is no proof that 
the Church had no other way of fing- 
ing the Praifes of Godj fo that 
being now eeoi^d^ is much lefs ao^ 
Argument againft our prefent 
Pradice •, nay is rather an Argu^ 

mint to confirm it- ^ 

. ~ * * ** 

G 4 %•-»•- 
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Str. -IV. §• 2U Another Objeftion is raised 
ag^nfi Womens Singing. 
* As to this I do not Sad they 
have any thing to fapport it from 
imtitnt PraStice : For it we confult 
Antiquity, we fhall find Women 
were permitted to fing in the 
Church as well as Men. Of Wo- 
men finging in the Primitive 
Church, we find "fertullian *, So* 
cratesy Thcodorcfy and others ipake 
mention. That which our Op^- 
pofers harp upon are thoie Places 
of the Apoftle, i Cor. XIV. 34. 
and I Tim. II. 1 1. where he eh^ 
joineth Silence to Women^ and that 
they be not fermitted to ffeak or 
teach in the Churches. But to >any 
who confult thofe PaflageSy and 
the Scope of theApoftie, it will: 
appear his words are to be con^* 
find only to the Womens ufm'p*^ 
ing an Authority to prophefy^ and- 
become publick hjhuctors in the 
Church. This upon many Ac- 



* Qiuntam autem caAiga^tionem ^ mere-: 
buntur illar, quae inter Pfalmos, vel in qua- 
cungue Dei meiuiooe^ rece(l2 perfeveranc I 
^ de l^irgin,vei. i6. 
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dounts would be very indecent jSer. IV. 
and therefore ia fuch a capacity^ L/V>i 
and in. this way, he would not 

fiifftr ^ Woman to f^taky hut to be 

in Silence:. Nay, ir^t were only to 
ask a QpeftiOn, in order to be re- 
lblY'd> he Would not have them 
propound it publickly, but to ask 
their Husbands at home : For it is 
a Jhame (fays he) for Women to 
ffcak in the Church i i- e. to pro- 
pound any thing publickly before 
the Aflembly, either out of pre- 
tence to inform others, or tho it 
were only to be inforra'd them- 
felves. It will be evident to any 
who con fult thefe. Places, that the 
Apoftle confines himfelf to this: 
And therefore here is nothing 
that Ihould debar Women from 
bearing a part in Pfalmody, 
and .joining with the Church in 
fraijmgG^d by iioging, it being no. 
^(^_ of Authority, and the Rcafon 
of it common* Befides, it being, 
as I mentioned before, a part of 
natural Religion, Women are to 
reckon thcmfelv^s obiig'd to the 
performance of it, who have as 
xjiany Goniiderations to livduc^ ^.'^^ 

G 5 " \w^^%^^ 
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Scr. fVi ingagc- them as the Men. An* 
t^\n^ next to J)rtylflg in fecitt^ aid in** 
ftrnding thelf Children and youas 
Ones at home^ I know not in what 
they can £^ weR uMploy tfait Ao- 
bk and ^lei^iou«i faiftranvent the 
Tongue, tnan in finglMg the VnU 
&s of God in his Chuiichi And 
vrhether this may not be one,* 
if not a frincifal Reaibn, vfhfr 
God, in his adorable Wifdont,: h» 
diftinguiih'd by its plca&nt Soft^ 
nefs the Voice of the Woman from 
that of the Man^ to temper the 
Sound, and render it more fweet 
and melodious when they ire 
joinM together in fingirig his Prai- 
fes, is what I have thoaght not 
altogether unworthy of our Con-^ . 
fideration. It has therefore^ I- 
muft confefs, been with fbme^ 
Concern and Offence that I have- 
obferv'd many Women fitting in- 
the publick Aflembly, as having 
nothing to do when the Praifesof- 
God have been fung by others.- 
They have taken no part in this 
heavenly Exercifey as tho it were- * 
not allow'd thcmj or if it be, 
thty had no IncWn^XvoTi ^ HSeart- ' 
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unto it. I wilh fuch as have iu-Ser* IV 
dulg'd themfelves in this culpa^v^Py^ 
hie Omiflloa would heuceforwards 
reform. But,. 

§. 3. The lalt Objedion I thinln 
worth meationiag at prefent ia 

agaifllt fromifiuous Singings the 
Concurrence of Good and Bad ia 
this Work : For wicked Men^ th€%. 
thinky cannot fing the Fraifes of Goa^ 
and good People ought not to do it in\ 
their Company. 

In anfwer to this we readilyr 
confefs, that no People have fo, 
much Caufe, or have their Hearti' 
fo well qualify'd to fing the PraifeSr 
of God as devout and holy Souls *^ 
Further, that the wicked or unre-. 
generate cannot fing, nor indeed 
perform any other Duty as they 
04}ght : They cannot make Melody, 
to^ the Lordy as the Apoftledireft?|" 
hffinging with Grace in their Hearts. 
All this is readily granted, but . 
what will our Oppofers infer froin 
hence ? That therefore ungracious- 
Perfons ought not to ingage ia 
this Duty ? Or that good People 
ought to refrain from this part of 
the Worship of God^ wlvvk xh^ . 
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^.. ly. are prefent ? I thibk neither. If 
'^"the Rfealbn be conclulive in this^ 
it llionid be acknowledged fo in a 
toaraBelCafe: If anregenerate Per- 
Ion? may not praife God, neither 
ought they to pray to him (nor 
inofeed perform any Aft of reli- 
lous Woffiiip) voT nngracioos 
rrayer is as unacceptable to God 
as ungracious Pfalmody^ and the 
feme may be faid of other Dutys. 
. But we anfwer farther, that 
Mens unfitnefs for Duty does not 
difannul their Obligation to the 
performance of it. It is their 
I)uty to pray to God, and to praife 
him, this is of natural and necef- 
firy Obligation : And being their 
IJutyi they ought to perforni it 
with Grace in their Hearts; That 
IJhey do not is their Siny but 
then wholly to omit it - would 
be a^ greater Sin : The one kHy- 
pocrify, the other Atheifm. 

Again, tho it be true that wic* 
kcd People cannot praife God for 
tfiofe things which the Regene- 
rate can, nor what they oo of 
this kind can they do it in fuch a 
maimer} yet t\vt^ \»?ce. many 



-^ 



theDHtyof SiNGlNOr • IJJ 

things to adore and blefs Godfor,Ser. IVV* 
as the Exccllcncys of his Nature, Lii^VN^; 
his wonderful Perfedions, mani- 
fefted * and difplay 'd in the Works 
of Creatioft and Providence^ They* 
have many temporal BleflLags, Pre- 
fcrvations and- Deliverances, and 
which yet lead to higher ones, to 
praife him for- They ought to 
blefs him for the Mercys of his 
common Bounty, when they can- 
^ not praife him for the Bleffings of 
his Ipecial Grace. Hence there- 
fore we find there is a general 
Gommand upon all Men to fing » 
and give Thanks unto the Lord : 
Sing unto the Lord Jl the Earths So, Pf. XCYI. 
Male /f joyful Noife all ye Lands* '• 
And, Sing i^nto God ye Kingdoms of ^J'^' If \ 
the Earth. And it bath been wein!.^^^"^ 
. obfervM upon the CVIIth Pfalm, ' 
That Travellers, Prifoners, fick 
• People, Seamen being fav'd frpm 
feveral Diftrefles, they arc all of 
them commanded.- to paife thfj^g^fi^,^ 
Lcrd for his Goodnefs^ and to de^y.^^to'^j. 
dare his Wonders before the Sons of 
Afetu 

• And as the Uaregeneratc may 
thus have many thing^s vo^ ^t2C& 
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-«God for. To they arc capable of 
JretainUig fome fenfe of thefe Mer- 
cys upon their Hearts, and by the 
Advantage of common Graae are 
qipable of making fome Returns of 
Grfltitude for the fame } tho wh^ 
they do of this kind faUs fhort oi- 
iarinc Sincerity. 

After all, they are capable of 
receiving Inftnidion, Admoni- 
tion, and Counfel, from finging 
the Praifes of God i which, as I 
have &id, is one great J&nd of 
this Duty. 

It being fo then, that an indif- 
penfible Command is laid upon All, 
that nothing can difannul theObli* 
gation, that the worft of Men have 
many Mercys to praife God for j 
that they are capable of retaining 
fome Senfe of thefe Mercys, and 
making fome Returns of Grati* 
tude, and of being, admonifli'd ijx 
the Performance of this Duty : 
Upon all thefe accounts they opjght 
not to be depriv'd of the Privi- 
lege of finging the Praifes of God. 
That wmch concerns the other 
part of the Objeftion, Thar good 
Alcn ought not to do it vn tbctr C^nkr 
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fony^ is no better than mere Ca«Sen iy# 
vil: For the foregoing part of the V-#^V%iJ 
C^i^e^oa being aniwer'd, this 
muft fall to the ground of courfe.- 
For if unregenerate Men mav^ 
and it is their I>vty^ to fing tne> 
Praifes'of God ; it is doubtlefs no 
fin in good Men to join with them 
in it, or to do it where they are 
prefent. How unfit foevcr the 
one are for the difcharge of their 
Bntyv it need n6t unfit nor ought 
it to hinder the other from per-' 
forming theirs. That wiU never 
be imputed to us as our Sin, 
which \% was not in our power to 
help or mend. If Hypocrites and 
wicked Men do join with us in 
Singing, we do not therefore Join 
with them in their Sin. If they 
pretend to fing the Praifes of God, 
but do it not with Grace in their 
Hearts, we cannot help that *, and ^ 
their Sin does not infed or pollute 
us. If they be not what they 
profefs, 'tis not our Profeflion is 
falfe (fobe our Hearts are right) 
but theirs that is fo. Vm9 r^fTitusI.i$. 
Tvrc all things di^ jure^ but ynta 
them that arc defiled and unbriieuins^v 
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Ser. W. nothing u pure. By which iiii; ,isi, 
iJ plain, that what's impure to thein^'; 
that are dcfird, is not made iaair':. 
pare to them that are pure. .. . r^ 
; And thus i have anfwer'd thes- 
Objeftions that are offered undgc/ 
this Head, which relates to the-. 
Perfbns to be concern'd in thist 
Gofpel'Duty of Plalmody. I qome^ 
to the 

IVth and laft Head of Objec- 
tions, which concerns theAfanrUr' 
^f Singing. And here fevcral Que- 
rys arc us'd to be putj as. Is it 
lawful t9 fing in Metre f Sq, Wh^t 
Warrant have we to fing with ^rti'-y 
ficial^Tunes f May we fijtg withaiif; 
reading ? Is jintifhonal Sin^^ing law^. 
ful ? or. May we fing with muficai. 
Irfirvments f 

As to the two former of thefc- ■ 
Objeftions, ri^. Singing in Metr^^\- 
and artificial 'Tunes \ there isi ib ■ 
little in them, that I fliall fay no 
more, thaa that ,it is. as law-r^: 
fill to turn the Pfalms,. or othfcr^* 
fit matter for fpirituaLbongSyinto 
Metre^ in order to be fvng^ as it. 
i$> to tranllate tSifi Scxl^Uites^iBitOv 



Englipj F vok to he read '^ and being Ser. IV. 
the aptelt method to fit them for L/WJ 
finging, there is no doubt to be 
made of the Lawfulnefs of it. As 
to the Ufe of our Tunes, they 
being composed in fuch Numbers 
as do very well fute the Gravity 
of the Matter to be fung, I fee 
not any thing that hath any force 
again Q: it. More need not be faid 
to this Objeftion. 
As to the two lalt Querys, Wle^ 

ther jintifhond Singings and Singing 
with mujical Injtrumemi he, lairful ? 
I leave them to defend their owq[ 
Caufe, who ate for this way of 
celebrating the Praifes of God^ 
We reckon our felves no^fatthcjr- 
concern'd in this ControY.eny^ 
than vindicating onr way, as.it isr 
us'd in our Congregations j and 
therefore I difrails that part of it 
which concerns Cathedral IVorJlnpjSee Difc. 
and finging with Or^ans^ to tYiOlt ef Cathed. 

who being better fatisfy'd ^vAiY^^^M* 
that Pradice, may be better able: 
to defend it. 

There remains only one thing ^ 
we are concerned to plead for^ 
and this is 3 Pradice vi\i\c\v Wx^ 
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Ser. IV. lately obtain'd in fome of otof 
v^W Congregations ; and that is finding 
of Pfalms mthaut reading. 

This has been matter of Scru- 
ple to fome People. To remove 
an old Cuftom, tno a bad one, is 
like removing the antient Land- 
marks. But if People did duly 
inquire into the firft Reafon of 
this Cuftom, they who are fucb 
Sticklers for it (if I am not miP^ 
taken) would not exprefs fuch a 
Zeal for its continuance. Thii 
Praftice was at firft owing to tte 
Ignorance of Pteoplo, whd living 
under the Darkneft of Popery^' 
yalt multitudes of tbem could sot 
t^d. For this reafba our firft 
Rtf0rm$rs thought it much- betCer 
t6 pradife this way of fingiri^ 
Pfalms, by the Clferk's readfinc' 
Line after Line, than that fuc& 
great numbers (as then were) 
ftould be deprivM of the Benefit 
of this Ordinance. But bleflfed 
be God, it is now ^ long tim*: 
fince we came out of Popery :?. 
' And there are but few among us 
but can read, or who (if they 
% would be at the ^avMJ) m\^t Coon 
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attain it. And therefore I think Ser. IV 
'tis high time to reform from a^- 
Cuftonij which theEeople's Igno-^ 
ranee did at firft neceffitate them 
to, and which all who will ufe 
their Underftanding muft acknow* 
ledg, doeS'labonr with many Incon- 
venienoes and Di^feds. - 
. For the way of Singing by Rea- 
ding does in the ^rj? place caufeift 
Tery great imerruftion in the Ma* 
fick } and thereby retrenching* 
from the Sweetnefs and Harmony 
of.thfiAi^dn, ihakes the Exercife 
abundantLy more flat and duUthaa^ 
Qthenvife: This csrery onei's £x-^u 
perienccmnitia&rmtheBL > 

. Again, it- is. a very, great hi^ik 
ditance \si^t.vndetfismJLing o£ whflt: 
wijiixigk^ £qc the reading of (h^ 
\j^t ^ does frequently break tbe^ 
Senfe, and till that be given whole: 
and intire, we know not what 
we fing, but are left to uncertain ' 
Qonjedures^ and before the whole.' 
Senfe be rszA out, we have fre^ 
Guently forgotten what we firft > 
iang. And as thus the Mufick and . 
Senfe of the Plalm is and mult 
oftentimes be interrupted, &Vi^*>^ . 
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Ser. IV. French and Dutch Churches, whei* 
I have often feen Perfons who had 
no Books join as readily in finginj^ 
as thofe that had them. By fre- 
quent readine of the Pfalms, thef 
have lb tranlcribM them intb thc5# 
Memotys^ as at laft to.lay afldiS 
their Books. And O how exaS^ 
lent a Treafure would it be, toS 
have a good number of divine and 
ipirit^al Songs repofited ih' -ouf 
Memorys, ready to produce and 
ufe upon any occafion ! that wheri 
we are by our felves, or with o- 
thers, we can prefently raife u] 
our Hearts, ancl fing a Pfelm an< 
Hymn to the Lord. 

]S5ow after what, has beet; faid 
I may leave it to the Impartial 
and Unprqudic'd to judg iffhicft 
is the molt eligible way of Sirigin^i 
arid moft adapted to anlwer ire 
Defigft of the Ordinance, tlieothW 
Pradice, or that which is- here ife^ 
cOmifierided* • -"[' 

' ' I know but one Objeftibn, Hiat 
h of any confideratian, to be at 
ledg'd againft it : And it is, th^t 
tills Cttfllott! riioft neceflarily debgff 
tfrbft from tYve^^tiycet^ ^*ft 



t/fo Duty (jf S I N G I N g: 14 j 

Ordinance, who cannot read. Ser. IV. 

hxxtfirft^ thefe are hxitfew^ efpc- 
cially m London^^vA other Citys and 
Tawnsj where there are abundant 
Opportunitys, and ordinarily care 
taken to inftrud the Poor to read. 
And of thefe the far greateft part 
in a very fhort time might learn 
to read, if they would but apply 
themfelves to it. It is general- 
ly People's Sin they cannot read, 
and why (hould others fufFer for 
their Sin ? 

Again, If for the fake of two 
or three in a Congregation we 
ought to omit a Cuftom fo bene- 
ficial to the Generality y and €0 . »e- 
cejfary to the right Performance of 
this Duty : For the lame rcafon 
we ought wholly to omit Singing, 
for the benefit of a greater numher^ 
who for want of a Voice camot 
£ng with the Congregation i but 
who may lay, it would be much 
more profitable to them, if the 
Pfalni were gravely and. Jlowly read ^ 
than if it were fung. 

But laftly, where the Number 
.of fuch illiterate Perfons is; <:on- 
fiderable, asin fome remote,. oV 
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•Scr. iV.fcure, and C/)untry Villages^ it 
may not be amifs to continue the 
other way^ but fo as that now 
and then, for the fake of otlMirs 
who can read, our Method be ob- 
ferv'd. And in the mean time it 
were to be wifh'd, that fuch as 
are charitably difpos'd would order 
fome part of their Benevolence 
towards the ereSing of Schools 
in fuch dark places, and procure 
that the Poor be taught to read. 
Herein they would doubtlefs do a 
Work highly acceptable in the 
fight of God. 

As to other Objedions, that may 
be raisM againft what we have re- 
commended ', a Pair of Spe£tacUs 
would anfwer for the mofi fart 
thofe of the Aged ; for I am fatif- 
fy'd but very few attend our Af-- 
lemblys, who have outliv'd the 
Ufe of thefe Helps : And a fmall 
Sum of Mony rais'd in the Con- 
gregation to buy a competent 
number of Books to be given a- 
way, will anfwer the OD)ediottS 
of the Paor. 

But if after all this. People will 
cavil and be coui^wCous, we muft 
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pity their Wcakncfs, and blefi Scr. IV. 
God wh^hath (honenpon us withU^V%Jl! 
fo great Light, as to remore t)nr 
m^ iangn9H$ Prejadices a^nft the 
fare AJminiJtratims of his Wor- 
Ihip, when we fee how difficult it 
isiii lefler matters to wean Peo- 
ple from a Caftom they havebeea 
long wedded to. 
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T^iKEcr ions far the 
Duty of Sing i n g. 



SERMON V. 



E P H E S. v. latter Part of 
the i^thVerfe. 

Singing And making mehiy 



in your UnArt to the Lord.. 

THESE Words contain an 
Exhortation to the Prac- 
tice of that noble and de-. 
lightful Duty, of Singing the Praifes 
of God J and afford us fome Ad- 
vice and Direftion for the right 
Performance of it. We muft be 
infpir'd and afted, not by a vnin 
and fenfual Sfirity but by the di-' 
vine y and being thus prepared, 
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iiiuft fo fing, as to make melody in Ser. 'V.' 
ottr Hearts to the Lord.. 

Here are feveral Words in this 
Verfe relating to the Nature of 
this Duty, which I fllall not ftay. 
to explain and open : This having 
been already done to ray hand, I 
fliall no fiirf her confider the Text, 
than it is ferviceable to mein han- 
dling . that part of - the Subjed, 
which isaflign'd me ift this Bxer- 
cife i and that is to laybefqre you. 

fime PraEtical Rides md Dire A ions 
for the acceptable Performance of the 
Duty. The Nature of it has been 
openM, your Obligation as Ghrit 
tians to perform it fully prov'd, 
the Divinfe Excellency and Noble* 
nefs of it clearly manifefted, the 
Cavils and Objections of thofe who 
are Enemys to it fully confider'd : 
and anfwer'd j and now, I hope, 
what you hate heard has fo far 
convinced your Judgment, and in- 
fluencM your Wills and AfJeftions, 
that you are refolv'd either^ to 
begin or continue in the Pradice of 
fo unqaeftionable and excellent a 
Duty, and that you are 'very de- 
firpu§ to know how you raa^ \itT- 

H 2 ioi^ 
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Scr- V. fiarm it to God's acceptance, and 
^ the advantage of yonr own Sonls- . 
This Tart of the SutjeS is.as nf* 

ceflaryas any, for yoa to be in* 
ftrnded in ^ tor after all that |^$ 
been laid, if you i^il in the ri^t 
manner of Performance, your la* 
boar will be loft : How excellent a 
Dnty foever it be in it iel^ and 
how beneficial and pleaiant foeyer 
it be to others, it will not be fo 
to yoa i bat God will . be di^u)- 
nour'd, and your^ Souls preja- 
dic'd. I fear maltitudes are very 
defedive and faulty in this part <^ 
the Duty : There are niany more 
who are Enemys to a holy Ttrfnr 
mance^ than who are Enemys to 
the external Duty. ^ 

I fhall divide the Dire£tioos itftO 
three parts, 

* 

L Such as concern the Choice of 
f refer and futable Matter. 

II. Such as relate to the external 
Manner of Performance* And, 

III. Such as refpeB the intfrnal 
and ffiritual Frame 0n4 Temgejr 
of the Soul. 
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I. 'Tis neccffary foinethiDg 
fhoald be faid on the firft Head^ 
becanfe in the Choice of a Pfalm^ 
the Mgtre into which it is tranf- 
lated, and the Tnne to which it is 
fet, is too often more regarded^ 
than the fubjed Matter of it, and 
its SutabUmfs to the prefent occa-^ 
lion. 

§. I. We Jlwuld ordinarily chitfe 
fuch Af after as is bcfi futed to the 
Spirituality of the Gofpel-Difpenfa- 
tion we l^e under* As now^ for 
inftaflce, Ihch parts of Vavid'^ 
ffdlms Ihould generally be fung, 
as give us the moft great and 
worthy, the moft fwcet and en- 
dearing Apprehenfions of the blcf- 
fed and glorious God, and which 
tend to enkindle and ftir up in us* 
fpiritual Affedions,fatable to thofc 
Apprehenfions. 

Such Pfalms as contain Matter 
of Prayer for divine and fpiritaal' 
BlelBngs, and of Praife for the : 
Reception of them. Such which: 
liold forth precious Promifes of 
th^ fame ftature, for our Faith: 
and Hope to build upon. Such as' 

H 3 YcaN^ 
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Ser. V. greater Brigbtnefs and Loftre en- 

l^Wder the New. Noxd as Bclievors, 

in thofedays^ were molt taken pp 

in celebrating thofe Difpinfatilm 

of God's Providence, tnat were 

.t^en molt remarksd^U'j fo fhould 

Cbridians be in celebrating the 

IV^k of Rcdemftiofij^ this being the 

jnolt glorious Difcovery of the 

Divine Perfedions which God kiu 

given, or can give to this World. 

liim fdr from coTffuii^ig our Prsif^ 
fismd Thanljrivwgs tc this Duty ^ 
Singing. Thde fhould niixcthenv 
felves with all our Pray^s and 
PhiLIV. tf. Supplications : In tvery thing by 
Pr^er and Supflication^ with Thanip 
givingj let yojur Requefis be nuid^ 
Imum ttnto God^ Butv imce ; th? 
Sinking and Chanting forth Gq^^ 
Praifes has an Aivantage above thie 
bare Rehearfal of them in Proie^ 
fince this tends molt to quicken 
and injarge, the Heart, and creates 
.molt fpirituai Pleafure in tfae^u^ 
we fhould, in this way, offer to 
God thofe Praifes and Thankfgiv- 
ings which have the Myltcrys and- 
Bleiiings of our Redemptioa tor 
thc^ubjeft-mattprof them. . ; , 

\3^a 
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Upon this occafion I cannot Str. , V^ 
but heartily wifh, that many Parts L/VNl 
of the New Tejtament were tran- 
flated into Metre, and fo fitted to 
be fungin Chriftian Churches and 
Familys, and that the Praftice did 
more generally obtain among us : 
Not to the Exclufion of David's 
Tfalms^ but only as a Supplement 
and Addition, becaufe they don't 
fo fully fute the State of the Gof- 
pel-Church, as they did the Jewijh. 
This Part of our Chriftran Wor^ 
Ihip would be much more com< 
pleat and per fed, if thofe Doxo- . -v. 
logys and Benediftions were-^tbus 
tranflated, that we meet with .in 
St.PauP% Epiftks, and other !*arts 
of the New Teftanient. We read 
That the faur Beajts and the fo^r^^^ y a> 
and twenty Elders did praife Chrifi 9. * * * 
by jinging u new Song^ f^y^^S'> T^^^^ 
art worthy^ &C- Many Exvofttors^ 
by thefe'JEWrrx, underftana (not 
improbably) the Members of the 
Chrifi Ian Church upon Earth '^ and 
then the words are an intimation, 
that in Chriftian Aflemblys Chrift 
is to be prais'd with New So^i^ 
futed to tne Work of lledcmpiion-v' 

H'5 ^.^^ 
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Sir. V. and the Glory he is advancM to, 
and not merely with the Pfalms #/ 
David. If you defire further Sa- 
tisfeftion^I refer you to MrWm/s 
ingenious EflTay on this Subjed, 
which I have feen (ince the Com- 
pofure of this Difcourfe, 

§. 2« Vpon fvhlick JfUidl Octd* 
jums we ought to have regard to thofe 
Providences of God that his Church 
and People are then under. As we 
are a part of Chrift's Churchy fo 
we ought to be afftfted with the 
State thereof. When God's People 
lie under or are in danger of any 
gdHeral Calamity, and we are calFd 
to^'publick Fafting, Humiliation 
and Prayer, fuch Pfalms fhouid*^be 
chofen, as bring to our remem- 
brance the Circumftances of God's 
Church in former days. His won- 
derful Appearances for them, when 
their Strength and Hope was ^al- 
moft quite gone, the Methods they 
took in their Diftrefs, and the 
Succefs of them, and what Re- 
turns they made to God for their 
Deliverances ^ the meditating up- 
on, and fingtng forth fuch Pafla- 
ges, have an Aptitude and Ten- 
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dency ta.beget in us awful Appr^-Ser. V- 
hen/ions of die Majeftyaiid Vo^i^ti^K/r^jK 
Jultice and Hblinefs of God } aa^ 
thiey will greatly help to awckea 
and lire ngt hen our Faith ana;Hopp 
in his Grade an^ Goodnefs, lince 
he is the fame God yefierdaj/i to 
day^ and for evfr^ and has the lame 
Love and Compallion for his Peo- 
. pie as : ever. 

Again, fychffdms are proper a^ 
are of a Peiutential Nature, whicfc 
contain Cmpffions of Sin, Deprer 
catio9u of deferv'd Judgments, 
Supflications^Qx undeferv'd Mercys j 
which are: futable to beget andftif 
up SjBlfrabhdrrence, Sname ai^ 
Sorrow for. Hatred .and Detefta* 
ti04 otjSia. . 

^tfd-J{hen,on days of pubtici Praifi 
and TToiiiAfgivingy fuch Pfalms Ihouii 
be cjaofen, as d!o fet forth andmae- 
nify thol^ *- ]^erfeaion,s of Qod, 
i/\fhich' >w^r^ iooitv (Cpnfpicuous 'in 
^e-Mef^ys wecQmmej^ an4 

whiph are the molt apt to excite 
thofe G,if aces' that Jhou^d ' be. exer- 
cii'd in the nioff lively manner on 
ttjafe days, .and fuch as willbebeft 
expreffiv-^ of. . our Refplution, to. 



1156 Direct I dKs/*' 

Scr. V. truft arid confide in God for the 
ifature. I forbear mentioning par- 
ticular Ffalms, that having been 
largely done iii fome of the fore- 
going Difcourfes. A Chrifiian^ 
trho is cohverfant in Ddvid^s 
Tfalms^ win find there are few 
Providences God's Church can be 
under, but there is fomething in 
them very futable and applicable i 
smd a wife Choice would be very 
ferviceable to bring the Minds of 
Chriftians into, and to keep them 
in a good Frame, throughout the 
IXitys of fuch Days. 

§. 3 . In our Choice fome r^drd 
fkovld be had to the other Pans of 
Worfhif this Bvty is conjoined with. 

;We mult & encleavour to perform 
every Duty, that one n»y ht a 
Preparatory to another^ anduhat 
the fiibfequent Duty may further 
therilh alid ftrengthen tbofe holy 
ImprelTions and Afieftiohs in us 
which the foregoing began : that 
tho we pafs from one Duty to a^ 
Bother, yet that which is the 
aiain end and defign of aU Dutys, 
viz.* ' the glorifying of Cod^ stnd the 
99rhng "Up our Sovh to a Dpuine and 
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Codliki lenjfcrj may ftill be car- Sen V. 
ryingon more and more. When 
Singing fretcdfs pTdyiTj fomcthing 
ihould be fung that may belt com- 
pofe the Mind to a becoming Re- 
verence for that Duty ^ and when 
it follows Preachings fomething 
Ihould be chofen that may be pro- 
per to fecond and further preft 
•home the Truths we have heard. 
When there is this hUjfed Harmony 
between one Duty and another, 
we ihall perform them with the 
greatcft Pleafure and Profit. I 
dare appeal to the Experience of 
ferious Chriftians, whether they 
have not found the finging the :f elf- 
{ame Pfalm much more fweet and 
reviving to their Spirits at ene 
time J when this Diredion has 
been obferv'd, than at an§thery 
when no regard has been had to 
it* jigain^ <^ SMcrament'days^ when 
«we have been commemorating the 
matchlefs Love of our dear Re- 
deemer, at theclofe of that .ON 
dinance fomething ihould be fung 
. that may* keep alive, and further 
excite thofe Graces we have, been 
^iathe Exerdfcof, aad ^h^t may 
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/• fend us away full of Admiratioii, 
V^ Jof and Thankfulnefs. : 

$^ 4* Chrifiians in thir friv^e 
Family s Jhauld havt regard to their 
Famity^State and Circumfiances^ and 

thofe particular Providences of 
God they are under, Crfpecially 
when they are peculiar and remat:- 
hAle^ either in a way of Judgment 
or Mercy. A futable Choice ^t 
fnch times will impjove theScr^ 
oufhefs of our Frame, . and laiakie 
the Difpen&tjons more atSqdiing 
and inipreifive. But care ipult be 
taken that our Joy or Sorrow don't 
degenerate into finful Extremes, 
that under the Kotioa of Duty 
we do not cherilh fuch a Tempear 
of Soul as is really; di^onp^rab]^ 
to God, and injurious to our 
{elves, and which ought to be 
driven againft. 

§.5. Laftly,. Pr/iwr^ CbrJfiians 
Jinay regard the farticvUr State and 
fvefent i Frame of their ovm Souff. 
Tho' it be unqueftionably Jawfijl 
to fing fuch Pfalms as don't ^x^dly 
-fute our own Circumftances^ eitjhor 
outward or .iawardy bcffaufe.iCbiV 
arc •:fi('d[itabU for ^Jvifa:tiSHm .W 
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jidmamMni yct we (hall be moftScr. Vi 
afieded when what we fing is 
iiited to our Condition, and is 
expreffive of the inward Senfe and 
Language of our Hearts. Thoie 
fing with the- raoft Pleafure, that 
fing Ditvid^s Tfalms with DavidV 
Spirit. Inlhort, Chriftians fhoold 
confiderwhat fpecial Graces they 
have more than ordinary need to 
have exercis'd and increas'd, what 
Corruptions to be mortify'd and 
kept under, what Difficultys, and 
Temptations, and Aflliaions they 
are caird to contend and grapple 
with. Such things as theie muft 
direft them both m the matter of 
their Praytrs and Singings when 
the choice is left to themfelves. 
So much for the firft General Head, 

I now proceed in the fecond Place, 

II. To fuch DireSlions as relate 
to the external manner of t erf or* 
mance. I don't pretend to infirud 
you in the Art of Singing, 'tis not 
my proper Bufmefswas I capable 
of it i I (hall only mention a few? 
things that Reafon and the Nai^ 
tare of the Duty plainly fuggeft. - 
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Scr.' V. ' §• I • Some Regand ought to bt %kd 
to external Harmons^ that th^e be 
Melody made witn our Voices^ vi 
well as Me^ts. If no care be takea 
about the Tune and Metre, thttre 
will be nothing but Difcord and 
Conftifion i'.fucn Singing will be a 
great Hindrknce^ -and not a Helf 
to Devotion! yNtzrt Sehjitive?s 
well as Rational Creatures, com- 
pounded of Body and Soul; and 
while we are in this ftate of U* 
nion, our Senfes have great Influx 
ence upon our higher Powers. 
"Senfitive Pleafure is lawful and 
laudable, while it is defir*d in fub*- 
ordinajion and fubfefviehq^ " to 
that ■ which is ^ more refin- d and 
rational, and not prrhcipally for 
it felf. Withbut the one it is fcarce 
pofTibie, in our prefent State, to 
enjoy the other, for God works 
upon his Creatures in away fu- 
table to their NatuT^e. l^hc inno- 
cent Pleafures of the Eir, by me- 
lodious Sounds, has e^tperimental- 
ly been found a mighty help to 
excite and raife devout Affe(fttons 
in the Soul : Nature (as one ex- 
prcdb^ it) in this cafe hcl^s Gtdcu ^ 
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But here our great Care muft be^Ser, V. 
that we don't take up with the 
Mcsms for the End^ and mifliakc 
the pleafing of our fenfitive- Affec- 
tions and Imaginations for tliat 
ipijritual Pieafure which holy Souls 
take in God and Things of a Di- 
vine Nature.. Whenever it is 
thus, the fauU is in the evil Frame 
and Temper of our Hearts, and 
does not arife from the Nature of 
the thing J for holy Souls can and 
wilj improve . it for holy Ends and 
Purpofes. And indeed unlefs Singr 
ing befoprder'd, as income mea- 
fureto be grateful to the Eat-, the 
Ordinance will be expos'd to Con- 
tempt,, and not ferve the Ends of 
Devotion* God • k the God of Or* 
der>^ ^dnd not, of Confyfion. I would 
not be thought to difcourage thofe 
from this Duty who have little or 
no -artificial Skill j many can fing 
in 'Gonjiinftion with others, -tho 
they^ cs^Ti't lead a Tune: and they 
that have not fo much Skill as 
this, may fo manage their Voices, 
as not to difturb thofe that have, 
and by joining with them may be 
greaply afieded and edify'd, much 
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Ser. V. more perhaps than thofc that have 
»ten times their Skill, but- want 
their pious Difpolltlon^ 6f Soul. 
Tho ftill I am of Opinion, that if 
fuch Chriftians have a natural C^ 
pacity for it, fome artificial Skill 
would be very ferviceable to them, 
in the more fpiritual Perfop- 
inance of the Duty : provided they 
arc not fo taken up with minding 
the Tune, as to be taken off from 
objferving the Matter fungy and 
the Frame of Heart with-whlch 
they fing. • ' '^ 

- §. 1. Care mufi be fiiken that the 
iHinis pung^ ana the Manner of Saj^ 
ing be only /j4ch as have a Tendency 
te excite divine and- ffiritual J^ee^ 

tieins. Pfalm-'l'tmes dught *e> be 
fofcmn, aikl gi^ve, not vata, and 
light, and airy, as if they were 
only adapted to pleife and gratify 
a wanton and fenfual Mind : This 
would be to turn one of the moft 
noble and fpiritual Dutys of Reli- 
gion into a mere Entertainment for 
the Senfes and Fanqrs of carnal 
Men •, this would be to turn God^s 
Houfe into a Theatrty and would 
in a manner defecrate God's f acred 
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Worfliip, and make itdiftaftfultoSer. V. 
pious Minds. The Power of ^wr^/ 
as well as Infirvmental Mnfick is 
very great, and may be abused to 
bad Purpofes as well asimprov'd 
to holy ones i and therefore only 
fuch Tunes mult be us'd in God's 
Houfe, as becomes his Majefty and 
Holinefs, and the Gravity arid 
Spirituality of the Worlhip we 
are ingag'd in. Neither muft the 
Voice DC fo modulated, as fliould 
render what is fung unintelligible 
to the greateft part of the Wor-i 
ibippers \ forXbis would be, as to 
the Ends of ESfcatm^ ^.the . fame 
thing as if Perlbns Jimglin- i» 
^nknomi'tongue. 

§» 3.. In the ch$iee rf ike Tnnty 
fotne regard jbouid be had ttk^shes 
Mat er Jungly, that it may have ait 
Aptitude to excite in us thbfe Di* 
vine Graces, which the Matter of 
the Pfalm requires and calls for. 
Nothing is more certain than that 
different Tunes have a different 
Influence and Efficacy upon the 
Minds of Men : Thofe that have 
a Tendency to raife our Joy and 
Thankfulnefs, are £nemystQSqr* 
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Ser. V. tow and Sadnefs of Spirit j and 
J thofe that befriend this Temper, 
are prejudicial to the other. It 
would b^ very prepofterous, and 
a great Incongruity, if the Ten- 
dency of the Tune (hould proniote 
Sorrow and Grief, when the "D^- 
fign of the Pfalm is to raife ia us a 
joyful thankful Admiration of 
God's Grace and Goodnefs. 

§. 4- Such Tvnes Jhould be ordlna* 
rily fung^ as the Generality of the 
Worflnffers can join in\ becaufe 
Singing is a Duty incumbent op- 
en all Chriftians that have any ca- 
pacity for it, and is a ftated Vzit 
•f God's i)ublick Worfhip : and 
therefore it is not rightly per-? 
form'd when it is fo managed . as 
to Jbut out the greateft part of the 
Aflembly from having any Ihare 
in it. I may add, 

§. 5. That it is mofi eligible^ that 
Terfons^ engaged in this Ordinance of 
Singings Jl)ould have Pfalm" Books^ 
that fb the Duty might be per- 
formed without the ufual. Inter- 
ruption of reading Line by Line." 
By this means the Senfe of what is 
fung will at once lie of en to their 
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VicWj oitd be better vnderfiood bySeie^.y*j 
them y and there wUl be a mare intire 
And continud Harmenyy and the 
AffeUions will not be in Jo much Jan* 
ger of cooling and fiatting by the fre* 
ijuent Paufes that are made by read^^ 
ing. Thefe things arc but barely, 
xnention'd^ having beea moredif- 
tinftly treated of before. But yet 
I fubjoin, that the Inconveniency 
of Reading is fuch as may be lave? 
fully difpens'd with, where it 
cannot be remedy'd without a 
greater -, i. e. when without this 
Help the greateft part of an Af-, 
femMy would be debar'd from, 
joiaing in the Ordinance. Need, 
ladd, 

§..6. And laftly, Thai_ in the 
Performance of this Duty there mujt) 
be all the external and vifible Signs 
of Reverence and Devotion. Where 
thefe are wanting, we may, with-*, 
out breach of Charity, conclude, 
that there is not much inward 
Serioufnefs and Affedion. Tho 
bodily Exercife alone frofits little^ 
y^lGod mufi be glqri^^d with our'- 
Bodys as well as owr Souls ^ they ^re . 
the iVorkmanJhif of God^ und tV^t 
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Ser. V. Purchafc of Chrifi^ and the Teinfle' 
^of the Holy Ghoft : The Lord is 
for the Body^ and therefore the Boeh 
intght to be for the Lord* In this 

Duty the Head mirftte uncovcr^d^. 
the Countenance cpmpos'd and 
ferious, the Eye fixt, not roving 
and wandringi and, in a word,' 
the whole external Behaviour luch" 
as, in the judgment of <^harity,- 
befpeaks an engaged and devout' 
Mind and Heart, and as becomes' 
the Perfeftions of the God we^ 
worlhip. And whether that Pot 
ture in Singing, Which generally 
obtains among us, be (b frofer for 
Pfalms of dirra: Prayer and Praife^ 
I leave to your own ferious deli- 
berate Confideration. I now pro- 
ceed, 

III. To ffich Dire^ions as reffelt' 
the internal and Jpiritual Frame and 
Temper of the Soul. Tho you are 
ever fo careful in obferving and 
following what I have hitherto 
fiid, yet unlefs a fpecial regard be 
had to the State and Frame of the 
Soul, all will avail nothing as to 
your Acceptance wixYv Go4. Some ♦ 
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of thefe Diredions arc fuch aiSef.V* 
concern this Duty in common V^O^*^^ 
wkh others, and therefore 1 need 
not much inlarge. 

^* I. TToe habitual Temper and 
Diffojuion mufi be fuch as is flea* 
fing'viuo Cod. You muft be in a 
converted, pardon'd^ reconciPd 
State. Till you have Grace in the 
Hearty and are filled with the Spirit^ 
you are not qualifyM for the ac- 
cept^Ie Performance of this Duty. 
The Exercife of Grace neceflarily 
fuppofes the internal vital Prin- 
cipde^ forPerfons can never exer- 
cife that which they have not» 
Carnal and unlkndify'd Men do 
but debafe and pollute every Duty 
they take in hand : Their State is 
unacceptable i the Frincifles from 
which, and the Ends for which they 
ad, are not divine and fupernata- 
ral, but low, bafe and mercenary ; 
and cOnfequently nothing that they 
do is properly pleafing unto God. 
The carnal Mind is Enmity againjt Rom. VIII. 
Gad 9 it is not fuhjeB to the Law 0/7,8. 
Gody if or indeed can be: So then^ 
they that are in the Flejh^ cannot 
pleafe4Sod. We are only 4cce|twl-^^;v^ek. 

in 
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Ser, V. in the Beloved^ to whom they have 
L/W) no vital Union, nor ftand ia any 
CcnJV«4. federal Relation. The Lard had 
firfi RefpeSt to Abel, and then ta Ui 
Offering* If the Ferfon be notac« 
cepted, the Sacrifice will not. I 
own all the Af^ions of Men in a 
juftify'd State are not acceptable 
to God, for they do not always 
exert the good Principles that arc 
within them, and aft becomine 
their Relation and Charader ^ and 
Mac. VIL yet till the Tree be made good j the 
17, 18. Fruit can never he trvly jo. Wic« 
ked Men may have plealant and 
melodious Voices, and may be well 
skiird in the Art of Sinking, and 
fo may be initrumental in raifing 
the Affeftions of pious Chriftians % 
but not being animated by a Di* 
vine Spirit, they are but like & 
many dead and Ufelefs Organs : for 
want of that which ought to be 
in them, they lofe not only the 
fpiritual benefit of the Duty, but 
are obnoxious to Punifliment for 
their Hypocrify and Diffimula* 
tion, for making only an external 
Ihew of that which they really 
iiave not. I defi^a not by this 
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Difcourfe to take unconverted MenSej:. V-^ 
wholly off from this Duty : fot: uJ^VNJ 
the* fem^ Objedions that lie a- 
gainft their Singing of PJalms for' '* " 
wantbf hahitualGr^^ueagainft' 
Aeir Vi'aying^ zsA 'ti^aririg^ and 
any other Duty j for; no l)uty i^n' 
rightly be penbrm'd without the 
Grade of God". I would only con- 
vince them of the Mifery and Un-' 
Bappihefs'bf their jnfelfeht Oindi-'" 
tidh, that they mljr not conten- 
tedly cohtinue iji it.: Their moral- 
Incapacity for Duty takes not a- 
way their Obligation to Perfor*- 
mahce, but is. their Sin 5 and the 
gPeStter'it is^ the more depraved 
it fp^ks them to- be; However^ 
if *ey do- their b?ft; with thofe 
Influences of 'common Grace that 
are afforded, and do honeftly de- 
frfe and endeavour to do better^ 
the y at^eiikich lefs guilty than they 
tWuIQ'^be-by a totatOmijfion. 
-T ^i 2 . ■ Tou mufi fing with jittentiori 
a^Vndtrfiandwg. This was the 
the Apoftle's Refplution:. I wiH i Cor. 

littpoffiHe thati blind liwoXAoxs}* 

I ft\o\W 
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ihould ever be pleafing untoGod^ 
Tho there may be Light, in tbe 
Head^ when there is no Hian and 
Warmth in the Hearty yet we can 
flfTver be rationally an4 pionfly af- 
filed with what we un^erftand 
liot, fuch Devotion can be no 
better than fiiperltitious Frenzy 
and Enthufiafm. Our great iOre 
then muft be, that we are not fo 
Istken vp in our Thoughts about 
tifc Tune we ling, and the Sound 
^pd Cadenqr or the Words, iS 
sot to mind the Exqellenqr, 
height and Importance of ibfi 
Matter fung. This is a common 
&alt, that ought (Uligentiy to. be 

fiarded againft. I fear Mens 
houghts are often imploy'd qi 
obferving how they themi^lves and j 
ptbers fing, when they Ihould at- 
tend to and be intent upon the 
ibiritual and ufeful Kature of what 
they fing : Perfons can never re- 
ceive Inftrudioa or Confolation 
by fuch kind of Singiug. See then, 
that while your Tongues arc im* 
ploy'd in chanting forth the wor4s^ 
your Mind and Thoughts be as bur 
fily :m\Aoy'(ii in Am;\^\vvtD^ and 
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infiveet' Meditacioa-upon t6e Cpi-Sef. V. 

Uiifefs you have ffothfiu and un- 
ftigag'd Miads,_ you will find thft 
t>uty of Singling a greater help 
this .way,-thaa,^<ly the readii^ 
of jljeVoEfls^woBld.bej'tlierebe- 
Ijdg '4 tooger" tiinQ for 'the exefcife 
orThought in the ^e- than In the 
tthtr. - ■ . . V; . ,; 

(fe //(<<r? ■ -«: Wf Zf,;^ >W Ko»ce r This 
6arwc^la»'ly|s;t5fAj*^^*3;t)i^ 
Con" in mV.'xTeKt.. ffyoq' ask' 
What this denofes, I anfwer la 
two or three things. 

(i.) That the He^yn Mnd fpri- 
t}ial^'.A^tciiotsf_,heiti^^^d. .in the 

It is very p<;tFiHe tl^"',.4/.W may' 
be- imploy'd,,' and," ycV there may 
be no devout ftirriiig of the Af- 
feBions. It is one thing, toknow^ 
and inind what'ts faid and ^ung* 
and auother to be deeply and fe- 
rioully' affeSed with it. When 
tliis Duty is acceptal^y performed, 
there is a happy conjiinoion of all 
thpTe ; Grace in the Heart will ex- 
ert aad piit forth it i^Vf. ' Toa 
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Set V. ApoftWJinhiS Epiftleto'theCfl- 

t>VVle/<i^/, eXtJldiji what he means 

CoLill. hereby maiiffghelody itt eur HeM'tSj 

**•. by telling US we' diuft fing with 

Grace in our. Hearts, Renewing 

Grace is very'dlffufive, it readiK 

to all the Powers and FaOiltys pt 

the 'SoQl ■, we mult be fanaifyU 

wholly ifi SoUl, Spirit, and Bedy. But 
yet the Heart is the principal 
Seat andSubjeftof Divine Grace j 
thr5.'is'"what God chiefly looksat,' 
and' calls'-for : My.Sm^ give mltH 

Heart' ' We rfiuft f^^nci^y the LorS 
God in etir 'Nfarti, m.iie him our 
Fear tmd cur J>re^.' ; Thoffc iW- 
iiont of" God, "'how iTubliaie fo-. 
ever, whith do'.'ncit diftil upon 
and lnflo?nce . tTi&Vjaeart i " and 
thf f; external' Mttmt-, ^hich do 
not flow from a Heart fet riglii 
with, and duly aflefted towards 
God, are of no accouat with him'. 
And as Grace has its. Thrbne'iifd 
Relideuceinthe Heart, fo 'it "nit^ 
rule and govern there in a livdy 
and vigorous manner ; it muft fix 
aj.dingage, warm and inflame the 
Bart. Our Hearts , ftiuft btnrfi 
ViiLhiu usj for no eX^stiiaWwR^,'^ 
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of Religion are pleafing to God,Ser. V. 
anfefs'we are JA the exercife ofVNTy 
Grace in jlje pfirformance of 
thetti../ ' ■ ' , 

^2.) 7^« Melody Ai/iBtts- the va- 
riety of. Divine Graces that ought ta 
be exercisd in this Duty. . 0(ie Note 
JhafcesJno Melody. This, :U ft 
I)uty -Wherein iiic, feVejal Graces 
of the' Sp.irit day"aJjdfli(J«:id.be, 
exercised i fuch as pAiih aiid Love, 
Defre and flope, Humlity-t Jpy 
indpetight. And indeed I Jt(i<>v7, 
no -Cfric- jarticuiar Grace,. Tjirt ."vf hat 
t^ert iiiaybe.ocCar»oin:^fcifia;'tf)U 
Datyohetimebfothef; '" ;, 

' t3-'XJc denotes the futable Exer-\ 
clfTif Gi-Ace. Every Grace (hould,' 
be; drawn forth in its due and- 
proper Order, according^ as the 
Matter fung fliall require- The 
Exercife of one Grace mufl; not: 
exclude the Excrcife of another. 
As in vocal Mujick, , every Note, 
nioft b? fung in its proper PJace " 
and Order, aiid/there'mu'It be a' 
skilful mixture ',6f them, or' there 
will be no external Mefody ; fo 
there moft be a fweet mixture of 
every Grace, and a feafonable aft- 
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Scr. V. ing of them upon d6d> or elfc 

1^ there will, bfe n6.Afelo4y in tht 

Heart. It is a great part of holy 
Chriftian Wifdom, to know how 
to live in the fatable Exercife of 
Grace, and not to be ading one 
Grace, when God by his Word or 
Providence callis for zxyo>^T- It 
is a ^reat &.ult in fopie. ierious 
Chriftians, that they too much 
indulge themfelves in Fear^ Sor- 
row, Grief, &c. whilft they neg- 
left ot feldom ftir up the nobler, 
Graces of Faith. LovQ^and^pg-. 
and Delight 'ifi. God itbo^.t^ 
latter may' . ht^ , piorQ TutablQ aod* 
congtaoijsto tbfil^ w^Ieat Qitum- 
fl;ances, M4,?:^f fcj^tys thejr.flrc 
ingag'd iff.. ' TJjefe is^m UntMir^ 

are To (f^cfiiy:^ and ptcpofterous 
in the Exercife of Gr?ce. We 
muft take care then, that >very 
Tfdmm fe do ftrr up. tlipfe ■GKa-r.j 
ces, . whioj in* . ihp UeJSgn of *G(i3^,. 
arid the Katurp. oCthe. .TI^ng^^ It"'; 
has ^n Aptitude and Tendency to' 
do. 

When there is an Aflm'Mv .of , 
/oeA Hearts, tiv^as xxxtf d ^^sl4 Im.- ' 
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jfloy'd in, finging the Praifes of Ser. V.^ 
God, they make Melody to f/jttJ^V^- 
LorJ: This is mcch more grateful 
to Ged, than the exa<!i:elt and 
fweeteft Melody of Voice caa be 
to us. It's a real Plcafure to the 
BieOM God to fee Hich a Union 
and Conjundtion of Hejirts, all 
animated by oneaiidi:licfarac5pt- 
rit, breathing forth the iflmcDc- 
iircs, paying the fame Divine 
Worfhip and Adoration, ail fwalr 
low*d up~4n tlie Contcua|>litijJft 
;and- Admiration of his laJiiiitt 
Excellencys and PerfeEtioiii',;, jfE 
our y/^fi'*Z -A^emhlys were ,_tij^ 
inadeupofuiich.Worniippa'S, they 
would be a true Emblem of , top 
JHcttvenly Choir ' and Society ahOr«ti 
bat it is greatly to be fear'd, thkt 
in moft of them, there is mucfe 
lefs Melody in the Hearts of Men 
than in tneir yaces-, many who 
have harmonious Voices, have 
Hearts that will notftir jior move 
within thein. Let every one of y<ai 
look to your own Hearts, tpat 
this Melody be not wanting ther^) ^ 
and then you ihall be accepted 01 
God, thoyou Cog in Society wii^ 
1 4 'Cwofe- 
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Scr. V. *^^^^^^^ ^^^ Strangers to it. 
J Now that you may be always 
ready thus to fing, V\ juft fob- 
join a few words of Advice. 

Tonpndfilahovrto be of ahhvm^ 
ttcj thankful Temper of Soutj and 
make Praife and Thankfgiving 
your conftant Employment j this 
ihould have a more confiderable 
ihare in your Jaily Devotions than 
ordinarily it has. TUh heed of a 
querelous, murmuring, comj^lain- 
ing Spirit ; for this greatly mdif- 
;pofes the Soul for the Work of 
Praift. Endeavour to live fipom 
day to day in a fenfc of God's Love 
to you, and in the exercifeof Love, 
Joy, and Delight towards him*. 
yi/T? hefprt your Entrance upon 
this Duty, your Thoughts Ihould 
Ue taken lip in meditating upon 
God's Excellencys and Perfedrons, 
your own Meannefs and Unwor- 
thinefs, his Good nefs to you above 
multitudes of your Fellow-Grea- 
tures, your many Mercys and Pri- 
vileges, nbtwithftanding your Dc- 
meVits and manifold Forfeitures 
• of them. Think upon God's afto- 
fliihing Love to Sinners in ChrilK 
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and theblefled Fruits and EfFefts Set;. \ 
of it. Think on the Joys of Hea- CiOC 
ven, and the noble Employment 
of Saints and Angels there-; how 
they tune their Hearts, and with 
how Ilrong a Breath they found 
forth the Praifes-of God/and of 
the Uamb.?^ Thiniofthc Torments 
of the Damn'd, and how happy 
they would reckon themfelves if 
they were cailM' to your Work;* 
and liow jiiftly you might have 
been in their State and Place, who 
iaftead of praifingGodi aretrff/^-^ 
ing^' and wailing^ and gnajljing their 
Teeth* Such Meditations as thefe 

would be very lerviceable towards 
the^ putting you.in a futable Frame 
for, and aflifting you in the Per- 
jformance of thrs Duty. 

§.4. ihere muft be a humble de^ 
fendance upon the Spirit of Chrifij- 
for his 4tftjting^ quickening Influences. 
Without thefe, tho the Principles 
of Grace are implanted in the> 
Heart, they will not exert and 
put forth themfelves. Believers 

lYitmkVr^^mthout Chrift can do »<?-Toh.XY 
thing : 'Ti'j thro ChriJFs firengthning 
tit] that m are enabled to do all 

I 5 tViing^i: 



Scr. V« tbiifpf He works iiiir nrWcrh in 
*^VV;ii^, mA firm. Wc Bmft ^^ /#»tfc 

Ins NMmiy md #f bi om^. As 
witboat God's general X:qiia>Brfe, 
as the God of Ndtwe^ we ca&'t 
perform naurid A&icms ^ fo with- 
0ot his Influence, as t^ God of 
GrMty we can'( perfofs. /firitndl 
ones. The beft of Qbri^iaps haye 
seed to pat up the fr^yer ai the 
dot IV. Sponfe : jlw^kc^ O Nmb Winl, 
f^'' Md ccme thou Smth^ hhw vpen mf 

GardeHf that the Sfices thereof nutf 
flaw 0ut 9 then let m Beloved ante 
into hid Garden^ and e At his fleafimt 
Fruits. The giving or withhold- 
ing of the Spirit's lafinences is one 
great caufe of the remarkable dif* 
ference that there is betwixt §ne 
Chrlftidnand another y and betwixt 
the fame Chrifti^.n^ at different 
times^ in the Performance ot reli- 
gious Dutys. In this way God does 
fignally either reward the Dili- 
gence, humble Dcpciidance, and 
Expeftation of his People ^ or f «• 
nijh their Carelefnefs and Sloth, 
^ their Pride and Self-Confidence^ 
•waXhothe Spiut oi OwV^ A^ottts ia 
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every fincere Believer^ yet therc&fc \ 
is a vaft Variety and Imqiutiity wkV^W" 
totheMeafure of his aftuat AiTif^ ^-^^^*^ 
taiice and Influence % and ia pro- 
portion hereto the Hearts of Godfa 
People will be iiiDre or;4effr 'elii: 
larg*d and carry'd 6ut in:. thcDu*^ 
ty. The Spirit may jiiftiy reckon 
himfelf lieglefted and flighted^ 
when there is not a deep and fe^ .1::' 
fious fenfe of our o)Vn Iiifufficieii* 
cy, and a humble Depefidanict uph 
on, and Expedation of Help add 
Affiftance from him. ^ ^ 

§. 5. T^ere muft- be an aBual Re^ 
llance upon the Merit and Intercrjjiok 
of Chrifi for our Acceptance. Aftei; 
the Injiinftionof this Duty in t:o* 
hjfians^ 'tis immediately atdded^ 
IVhatfoever ye do in Word or D^edj dliQU r jr 
n/l in the Name of our iMdJefa^ i^* 
giving Thanh to God and tht futlfdf 
by^ him. ^ The beft Chriltians l)rinf^ 
much (juilt and Poiration iatdtbe 
Pre fence of God with thcin,- ihep 
coatraft much while they are b(^ 
tore him^ their Graces and D\\t^ 
are fo defeftivc arid inipcrfeS'i 
that if Cjod ^jould be 'c\*jitJtif i^.i>i 
Iniquity^ ihty caidd hot jt*md before 

\nmx 
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Set. V'.himi If there roas not F^r^vinefs 

Vv ^^ rif^iifnent to fear or worjhip him* 
*^* Our higheft Praifes are infinitely 
beneath the Excell^nq^s and Per- 
£sdioas of the pWine 'Nature^ and 
unworthy of the Divine Acrep- 
tancc, confider'd merely as they 
flow from us. Chrift is that An- 
Ch, Vin. gel fpoken of in the Revelations^ 
%. who fiands at GoJPs Altar^ and has 

s golden Cenfir full of Incenfe^ 
which he offers^ with the Prayers and 
Traifes of all the Saints^ vfon the 
golden Altar which is before the 
^Chrone. We muft be great Stran- 
gers to God and our felves^ to the 
Juft and righteous Demands of his 
JL^ws, and the Imperfefltion of our 
Dutys, if we are not fenfible of 
Itoe neceflity of Chrift's Mediation, 
to recommend our Perlbns and 
Services to the Divine Acceptance. 
And therefore we ought to exert 
explicite Afts of Faith upon^ his 
Satisfaftion and Interceffionj for 
we^nnot juftly expeft the A^^U- 
caltK of his Merits, when there is 
no Senfe of the need of them, nor 
^ any adual Reliance upon them. 
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§• 6. And laftly, This Duty mujt Ser. V. 
he ^irform^d unto the Lord j fo run 1>^W 
the words of the Text, Singing 
md making Melody in your Hearts 
tp the Lord' It is not material, 
whether by (Lord) we here under- 
hand God the Father, or the Me- 
diator Jefus Chrift •, fince in every 
Duty Chrift is to be ey'd as the 
proximate immediate Objeft, and 
God the Father as the final ulti- 
mate one. There is no Coming to joh. XP 
the Father but hy Chrift j and'we 6. 
come to Chrift, that by Him we 
may be brought to God. God in 
Chrift then is the Objeft to whom 
this Duty muftbeperform'd. We 
muft fing in obedience to the 
Command of this Lord, do it as an 
A^ of Divine IVorJhipy which is 

due to him; and him only j with 
a Defign to magnify and advance 
his Honour and Glory, by thus 
proclaiming his Perfeftions, our 
Efteem and Affedion for them, 
and Ti*uft and 'Confidence in them. 
We muft in this Way recommend 
him as an Objeft worthy ^ the 
Homage and Wor'ftiip of the wTible 
World. Thefe^ , . f^gether with 'our 



i '. J 



Ser. V. ^oW^^ and ethers fprrltuat Edijpcation 
Lr/WJ^/j/ Ccmfon y ought t6hQ the Endi 
we fhoulcl p; opoie toourfelves in 
the PerfDrmance cf this Duty •; 
tat any low^ mercenary, felhlh 
ones of bur .own, fuck as worldly 
jidvantage^^ the Ofientaticn of our 
CTpn Art and Skill j the Gratif cation 
of the Ears and Fancys of others^ 
that we may be applauded by 
them. Nay, mere Improvement in 
the j4rt of Singing' ougnt hot to b^ 
our principal Defign, t-ho it may 
be (ubordinately look'd at in the 
Performance of fo religious a Dur 
ty. This would be i\Ql to fing tQ 
the Lord, but to our felves ^ iuf 
ftcadof obtaining his Acceptance, 
we fhould certainly provoke his 
Difpleafure, and merit his Rejec- 
tion and Abhorrence eft us and our 
$aeriGces. 

Thus I have gone thp the three 
General Heads I propos'd : A nd 
now, upon the Whole,, you pay 
ealily fee, whence it is that many 
comfUin^ they find fo little Flea- 
///reioy and Benefit by this Ordi- 
uancc their Eft^^m *^v\d ' Value 
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for It leffensi ^ they are tcmp-NSer. V 
ttdi to live in the neglcft of it. L/V> 
There has certainly been fomc 
failure in the manner of Perfor- 
maRGC in fem? . of th^ foremenr 
tionM Refpefts, which they ought 
to be fenfible of, and humbled for, 
and charge upon themfelves : To 
this they fliould attribute their 
Unprofitablenefs, and not to any 
want of Aptitu^de and JFitofifs la 
the Ordinance to do them good. 
Let but Perfons conftantly and 
confcientioufly obferve the Rules I 
have laid down, and I am con- 
fident they will quickly find this 
as quickning, and edifying, and 
comforting a Duty, as molt of the 
Dutys of the Gofpel. 

And as for thofe of you that 
have a Value for this Ordinance^ 
I would have you take care to 
ftllow thefe Direftions, as ever 
you would reap fpiritual Ad- 
vantage your lelves, keep up 
the Credit of it in ^he World, 
and promote the Practice of it 
among others. 
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Ser. V. prov'd and cultivated by Tou: 
and, I hope, our joint Endeavors 
mafdo'lbmctWng toward the fet- 
tling its Theory and Divine Regu* 
latioo% it$ more decent and or- 
derly Pradice, the reviving its 
Abirfe; genctd ITfe, retrievfiig its 
Glory, refcuing^it from the Ob- 
jeftions of the Sciupulous^ and 
from the Con^uptions of Levity or 
Superftitipn. ^ ! ■ 

To this end the Nature of the 
Duty has bcen~ftartcd, that 3rou 
may /im^ vpitti Vnderfi/indi^g^ Its 
Obligatftf^s^-frw^d^^xYiZt you may 

fin^fvithputtA^fcar; of WiA^wer* 

PfifjOr if&in£^rkri£e Wtre. The 
tkceU^ie of it *|ias vt^h difplajr^d^ 

as truly Angelica!'^ aii^Scraffillic 5 
as pleafing to God, and comely 
for the V fright j as that whcrdbljr 
we are carry^d into the Compiny 
of Angels, to join in their Work, 
and partake of their Joys. Objec-: 
tioHih^vt l^en anfwe^r V7 that your 
Hearts may be px*d while you Jing 
and give Praife. The true ntdtmer 
of pnging the Divitfe Praifes has 
heeH Aire^U^ ^ as to make Melo'^ 
dyfoCod^ atid tVvat \1 m^^ ^^^c- 
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ccptable to him, and profitable Ser. VL 
to us. ^* ' 

What remains then,, but that 
we make the mofi of fuch a Duty 
as this ? ^ And (ince here's nothing 
elfe to hinder. Indifference, Drow- 
fmefs or Carelefnefs Aould notj 
but that we awaken all our Powers 
to a Work that is fo much its own 
immediate Reward. And flnce the 
foregoing Sermons have prefented 
yon with (he Scalti of Heavenly 
Mufick, as founct- iflL.^Scripture. fet 
hy the ff^Gho^^- \f]ic(}fi ajl this! 

Hatter is th^Vfci^^^^^ prac- 
tife upon it as Bdi a$ j<m can: 
and tho at prcfeht raeio,wer Notes 
only are witblg; ypxiv ^mpafs, 
hereafter flic hj^^f ^Straijis Ihall 
xipt ;be '5eybii4/ your, reach r fcMr. 
when we are made like Angels ^ .wc 
(hall, iing like them too' in that 
World where Love and Harmony 
are ia Perfe^loo \ . Inc the- inf an 
time, iwc nWy bearv ah:' humible 
fert. And why ihould we think 
our Heaven can, begin too foon? 
If the Grace of = Heaven do but 
tune the Heart, \yonder. Love 
lii Joy will never let your Toti^w^ 
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Scr. yi.lieftill, but win awaken ^(7«r (7/orj', 
and all that is within you to hlefs hU 

' Hciy Name. - . 

;' '. The former JPart of this Pfalm 
recounts the many Calamitys 'JD4- 
ir;W was under, his Circumftances 
dark and ^oomy as the Cave he 
Vfas now m j diftrefs'd arid be- 
hegM on! every fide, no tp^y open 
to Reiifef but that toward'a^aven i 
he was flying before Sau?% Cruelty, ^ 
now itiftigatcd by that evil Spirit^ 
which in . thp abfehce of David's 
liarp and Pfdlfnddf^ hftci taken in-, 
tiVe ptVlIfeffib'tLoY.hiiff^ 
Singer of TTrael ms thus dtoye tot 
to join CJonfbit with: tfie untaught 
Harmony of . the Woods^^ waji- 

dring like ^ Vagabpni^i ??d '^^^l 

nothirig^^X ^^ Ws *^^^ s?^. 
' that fie was refdlvM- fliouM irevifr*^ 

be remov'd froni God, or from.' 

his Praife; for even in fuch a 




Fix^d in the ihidB: of Agitationsi 
ferene witfiiii when alf around was ' 
Storm arid- Tempeft; And hoW-Di- " 
vincly Great does that Man look, 
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whbleVinW^rd Harmony no JarSer. VI 
jiid Dirc6rd of aU his dutwardr^"^ 
Affairs can fhatter and deftroy ? 
Who knows the Secret of fetching 
down ibis Gonfolation from Hear 
veil,' aiid making every thirig con-, 
trtbute to his- gradual Afcent thi- 
ther? David in thefe ftraits not 
only quiet, but joyous ! under thele* 
Depreflions, and.yet will not hang^ 
l^ls-irafp,ufon'thi'm^ Jfth^l 

bi^ the Fruit 6f feng-accuft'ojKi'd' 
tb- fing the 'Divine Pfaifes, niay' 
we ^llbe Pfalmifis^ may we all fay, 
j4f^akt vp my Glory^ &c. 

it will fufliciently anfwer iny 
t)rifii6ie to take 'iHotibe jof the 
T'etthshe uft.s,'andthen to prefs 
the^khbttatidn. ' 



* J* Pf ^hp. Terms he vfes. 




" That is," my5<;?// . (ta,t forae),|i«- 
caafe the Spitit of a 'Man is * the; 
Glpry'ibf'a Man, whereby he ii 
digmfd and rais'd fo much be-, 
jqad^ptKBrufes; aS t<;f.he, but a/Jr-, 
fit iMtff 'thatt'thel Ahgilt!; ni^fe. 

to'&ed Btmfelf^ 'tU f«Hjerof S^vvVtV: 
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Ser. y I. brought them Into the W^rid. It 
Ms not my bufinefs here to dilpate 
this matter \ and he muft at zxsf 
time do it but forrily, whofe \x^ 
clination is againft him all the 
while, and whofe Genius temjrts 
him to wilh himfelf folidly coimi- 
ted in all he can advance. But 
iince I find thefe Inftruments in mf 
Text, and Iince the Sotwd of ftcn' 
Texts as thefe is made ufc of to 
turn the' putiUck Worihip fo ftt^ 

?uentlyinto Conforts of Mufick; 
fhall leave 'em with this Re- 
mark : That to let them alone, eP 
pecially in publick Worihip, th6 
one thought 'them' toIa:aWc,.Has 
a niuch better Grace, vrith'it, thiii 
to declare them fotely dij^U^Jing rt 
God^ and that they filthily defiU his 
holy flovfe and Place of Prayer ^% 

' 1 ! I ' 



w . / 
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gulam EccLcfuitic^m f 9iupofuic9 SCfCamuoi 

ordinavit, adhibici^' (^foij^ocium (ut qui^ 

dam voliint) Organis.' Pldtfnainvif. Poiff. 

t Jiomliy of the Ttme and. Place ef'pr^ief^ 

2d Part. The JiomHy relates that a Woman 

fjjokld jtty ro /j(?r M^hk n u r ^ M tbe-Ttme nf 

'ihe Reformatifm s ^Uy GtJSfc}^' wbft flail 

wcdo ac Church, ftiifift AVtoft ^ivDiuw i» 
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and yet to bring them into hisSer. VI 
holy Houft and Place of Prayer, v 
&r the ufe of all promifcuonfly, 
who will ling in the Aflembly, 
whether they think '6m fo much as 
tolerable orno. . 

■ ' $.3.. J my felf wUt amike early. 
And without this all the reft 
had been an empty Sound : There 
would have been no Melody to the 
Lord,, whatfqever good Mulick he 
inight have made to himlelf. He 
would not put God off with a Sa- 
crifice of mere Air. He fummons 
the Attendance of all his Powers. 
Tf^mfelf is the Offering ; and his 
MttUck plays to the Sacrifice, as 
hj goes up in holy Affeftions and 
ipiritual Joys : and unlefs thefe ac- 



■dcen Away, finoe all the goodly Sights we 
vere wont to hare are gone, (ince we can- 
not hear the Pipi/i^, Singing^ Cbaunting^ and 
FUjitng Upon the Organs^ chat we could bc« 
lore. B«rf, Dearly Behved^ we ought greatly 
r» repree^ and give God thanl^s^ that our 
Churches are delivered out of all thofe things ^ 
which difpleas'd God fo fore, and filthily 
defied his holy Houfe, and his Place of 
Prayer j for the which he bath )uflly dejhofd 
mar^ Nations^ &c. 
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Set. VU company^ , tile Song, ' the mere 

L/VN?BreathM aiiOr^n, ortheTrem-r 

blidgs of the Strings of an Harp^ 

h as good Devotion^ and lels Of- 

feofivetoGod* 

II. 7> frefs this Exci^tiohl ii 
which Xknd in thejc 1V0tds 
^awakens Mid fiirs up himfilfi 
CoaliderY 

%.i* My the fre€edent jbifccurfes 
it*s af parent God exptSls itfiromytm^ 
andinpfis vfenit. 

Wncre tivc Precepts are fo pb- 
litive, and the Diredions fb caife* 
fuHy laid down, it can never be 
thought he has left you at liberty^ 
Suppofing your Obligation dear 
to you, a wilful Negleft here is 
not reconcilable to that Sinceri- 
ty that has reffeSl u MGoXt Cm^ 
Ttumds. Praife is the proper Tiri- 
bute due to God, the Eternial 
King i and where it is not' paid, 
we have Inftances that God has 
diftrain'd for it upon the beR: of 
Men, who indeed do always owe 
2 Chron. the moft. All Hez^ekiah^s Good- 
AXxiL jjefs in oth^r tcfjeds could not 
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protcfft him aader the Ncgicft of Ser. VL 
rendring t^ bod siec(frding'to the B^ene^ 
fits he bad received. And to fay 
that this rendrini to the Lord may 
be done other ways^ beddes flnging 
his Praifes^ is true 9 but doe^ no 
more iatisfy the Authority inhich 
has appointed alfo this wxj^ than 
the doing of Tome Dutys will 
atone for the Neglcd of others: 
as if becaufe a Man acknowledg'd 
God by Hearings he need not do 

it by Prayer^ &c. 

.§•2. Tou cannot anftper the Uteg^ 
teit to. Gratitude J any more than to 
Ohcdience. 

It's fit the Benefaftor fliould 
chufe his own way of being ac* 
kiiowledg'd j and he has particu* 
larly told us, that he that ofereth 
Praife glorifies him. The Motives 
to it are infinite, and the Ingrati- 
tude jnufi: be monltrous, where 
the Obligations are fo many. Docs 
he not daily load m with his Benefits^ 
and crown the Tear with his Loving,^ 
kindnefs ? ' And his tender Mer- 
cys over us, do they not keep 
pace with, nay, out-number our 
Pulfc and our Moments^ TVawV;. 

K 2 Vi^v^ 
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Sex- Vi.i^'w glorious he'o^ ia hinafcl^ as 

V<^8''N; well as how beocBceiat .to'iisy'aiid 

Esoi. tirat he places fo niqch' of bit Glirt 

XXXIIL inhisGoodnefstotts^ ahdit'lmufl: 

i8, gSre. awake yow Ghryii Waife'te' 

hini. ,, \ . ' ■ ■'.: " , y--_'- 

' For,"whbmdi(JhfiralIejt!ie, no^, 

ttc.Xrchiteftijre, pf't^srWdrid; 

where y6>ir Eyescaonot look' m 

from a Miracle ? The 'Earth fo 

fitoated and fiiroini'di astalxJiiS 

of the CMdtieTt af Gody fo is dpi 

tkl Freett and wide Sea- . But Cod 

B^ednottheCattelof tTie'thoD- 

iind Hills of the one, northefifii 

of the other. -For'whom' ditf ^e 

ft fiimifb the Heavens o.vcf.'jSuf 

heads? He that inhabited £ter^ 

nity, needed neithei- Times, jn^ 

Sealbns : But he knew hOw]'imi^ 

we needed the ufeful Variattoir,'^ 

Summer and Winter, Lig^t'a^ 

Darknefs. • .„ ^;' 

* Can We behold the Sutii Momt 

and Starsy their artful Order, the 

exaft Periods of their Motion, 

their Brightnefs and iufiiienoc^ "a^ 

not ftrike ia with David upbn'a 

Wf7//.2.Jike Survey, New excellent is th 

Namtt Lord ? "^Vi iXi^ "plory 
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has Rilded their Beams i thy Skill Scr. \ 
has fix'd theiir Orbs. Not td giyu \j/y^ 
Qod the Glory due unto thi$j part 
of his Name, lodks like a Gomhi- ." 
natidn . with the Enemy of Kis ^ 
Honour to defeat the Defign of 
the whole Creation, which is^ to 
declare the -Glory of God \ but thid 
it can do only objeftively. • 'Min 
is the Prieft in this greaj: Temple 
of* the . World, whole Tongue 
muft articulate and exprefs what 
tfrisy fileatly offer ^ he mufl: xoUfe^ 
thelncebfe. they aB aflbi^, 'udbf 
it upon the Altar. But feftficr,^ 
' 1^^ you 'be put in litind -01 
that nurfing Providenoe^ Provifion, 
and Pi^efervatibn, that tiasfdllowV 
you; att your days, witih ^s tendet^ 

" watchful a Care^ is if therfc ' 
been but one Perlbn in the- 
Workl to lookafter ^ and yet at 
the {kine tiqae provides for the 
MiUions and Miluons that cdmpoie - 
the largie Family of Heaven and 
Barth? ¥eeds thrm dbove with ' 
Light and Love^ and fills bur 
Hearts bclar». tpith Food and OUd^ '- 
nifs. Not forg^ting to. fpread a* 
Table for the Fowls of the Air^ 

^ * K 3 >a\xo 



^^S aa* M Salt be bat ft>r « 

lSnn««po»H^ a poor U>dgi»g 
S^Water, and a P^^^^ -^ their 

way 7 »* *^ 
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Should I go over the Means of Ser. 
Grace, the Hopes of Cloi y ^ the t/^ 
BkiBogs -that ipriog out of the 
Eurtb^ dodtbofe that come down 
from Heavea \ the Comforts and 
Direfkions of bis Word j the Re- 
frefliment of his Ordinances j the 
Kingdom a Man enjoys i\\ Peace of 
ComcLeace j the Iteivcn upon, 
Earth foretafted in the Joy of, 
the Holy Ghofi: ^ the Triumphs of 
Soul in tbeSeafeaQd Evidence of. 
P4fdop.9 tbe growing Image of 
Opa toward PcrTcfiion i tbq Goni^ 
forts. ia Deaths and Confidence ia 
ludgment : Should I enlarge upon 
ea^ of thefe, I (hould turn my 
iQ^^Ciitf tion into a Sofig ; an^ fol<> 
l^winkj^e Train of the{e Motives. 
l||b9okr immediately lole my felt 
io H^vcn: whofe high Hallelu^ 
j^smoit be anfwer'd irom J^rtb 

WJitby Olivf thsnks imto thi LwA I 
f^JMA^fyMdureth for tvj^r; Lit 
ttU- iedfenfd en the Earth fey fi^ 
0x4 eecho; ha^ ta th$ Redeem d iu 
Ifi^en ; 4l^ ^ wo li^ftnunents, tw 
at a diftjiQce, if tun'd a^Ke, will 
aafwer <^ch other. 

K4 %. ^» 
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Scr.,yi.. §*3- Confider the JNMure ^and 
]yy^!^£xceBenc€ of the Duty-^ as it bus 
^^^^bitnUUhefire you^ . V. \ 

SiogiDg P&mis is a Compound 
' of feyeral other Dutys j it contaiiis 
Prayer to a very great advantage : 
The Stretch of the Voice does nd- 
xnoar and lead on the earnest 
reaching of the Mind after the 
defir'd Bleffing. Tis the very 
JBlement and Breath of .Praiie ; 
and xiiiAfofile tells os^ that Teach- 
ing and Admonijhing one another is 
performed in finging ffulms^Hjomf'^ 
dnd Sfiritual Songs. Vpt when we 

flng of Judgmnt^ 'tis awakehijag 
to Sinners ^ and when we ilng m 
Afcrcy^ it is comforting to, alL 
Meditation can^t haTC ti bc^tter 
Help. The foligma MoYqbcQt i^ 
die Time gives room for the Jdipi 
fo compafs the full Senfe of |Se 
jnatter, and to imprefs it degp ; 
and while the Tongue is inakuB^ 
the Paufc^ the Heart may mafie 
the EUvAticn. In Ihort^ i]t gbfes 
im Accent to all Duty; ^tb ^e 
Mufick of all other Ordinances i 
'tis adapted and fated to aU Qr- 
coiDftanccs ^ as a:|^i^ts from thefe 



P&lms composM upon all Occa^Sb". 
fions and Sabjcdsi Do&rinal, PrpnU/V 
phctical>. Hortatory, and Hifto- 
near: o^ Praifc and .Pray en;, of 
Oricf and Joy> in the Penitential 
and Comphioiii^ in the Trium-i 
phal and Rejoicing : as if finging 
of Pfalms could ffand for cvory 
things, ^nd like the Manna in the 
VfCtldcmtfs^ have a Tall: of all the 
other Food we:en)oy in the Hoofe 
6f God. ; . . 

So that tis ^ Dnty that feons 
delfgn'd to reach many Ends at 
once ; and fitted to move and raife 
the Miildy to ftir aAd exercirc the 
GraceS) to excite our. Joy, and to. 
vent our Grief. It is not only 
calculated fora time of Joy, tho 
that's the Climate under which it 
'tppftly thrives. There is many a 
v^eeping Soitg indited fipi^^- time 
of Trouble, a:nd fome havq found 
'^is Mufick yTPftfff/^ujjpjj the IFk- 
ttrs : They have never fung with 
Qdbi^ Melody : in. the Heart, than 
when 'twas, with Tears in the 

Eyps. ■ ■' > '■ ■■. .:■■'.• . 

. it has been alftedy remarVd, 
that jfc»rt^. and his Gom^^iA^ >3s?4.- 
: . . K 5 x^ 
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anr. VI. to iin^away their »4rr, and* fing 
■ ^^ 'up their C^r/Si/r/z^f In God in rhe 
worft of Times J vrhen the pi*'r* 
peftx)f ASairs was threaening atfd 
MeljMdioIy. and the 'Gpinpadf a^ 
bout him oejeded by ^prehen* 
ibMisfrom the Boeaiys' or the Re- 
fprination. 

Allowance mxitt indeed be made 
fortbeConftitatiofisof fopne, and 
the Ktft Shocks vi Orief in others ^ 
and the different degrees of Grace, 
add of Stt-eA^rh of KatafC t yet 
it moft be adtoowledg'd that tliis 
Duty haft rtanovVi Grief from 
feiie, or itf cithers turn'd it into 
dftetterchatdtt'9 i.e. frotmt^rtd^ 

ly Sifrroia^ thM ig^orhth Denth^ fflto 
Zfodly Sorreip that vforkitb iefefttance 
mit0 Life. Has taken olT the cor- 
rofire Fret of worldly CroflH and 
Z>ila{)]^}ntfn^t6^ ' koi tiiraM it 
into a taste ' ginniiUs and healing 
6rief% whit^ has embied ChriP 
tian« todroj^'thofe Tetfsin Joy, 
that were raised by SOritow v and 
to vent thsir hgreedhle Cdiifiiliotf 
of Failions^ which the Cheqder^ 
work of Providence d6e$ fonie- 
tjmes throw tViemmx^* K^^^ksl 
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Sorrow had Wd the HcarMoftheSer. 
DUciflci at the parting '-with th*fr v/*w 
AfaJfeTj and yet Ptaee and G^d 
Chior was th$ Legaqr he left tbem^ 
this was theOrdinini* they- di6& 
to clofe aH with.' So CHri^^^Hd 
lute this Frame, went out finging 
towards the CVer/}, asfome oTcMir 
Martyrs have done towards a 5r^*tf.* 
So futed is this Daty to all the 
various Sallys of an holy Sbul ^ it 
refines and purifies the Paflloiis 
and Afftftions it draws forth \ 
that while the Joys of the Wicked . 
are but Sparks of their own kin- 
dling, .or an expiring Blaze, thfe 
Joy, Uke thp Fire from Heaven 
of old, does both kindle the Sh- 
crificc^ and carry it up along 
with It. 

This Duty ^nd this Frame iftuft 
needs fhorten our way to Heaven, 
and takeoff the Wearifomnefs <rf5 
our Journey : 'tis going txi Hea- 
ven, as brte fays, j^^r C^mfendium 
/;;.v(fr;:r, by. the fhortefl: Cut. 'in-' 
deed it'$,better to go to Heaven' 
auyhowth:in nofat ialli biit \%c 
may thank bur feFvoSfor a' heavy 
mournful Paffag?, \Vheath6 Ki^h- 



494 4^ ^»|>|L t iMSX^ K to 
Ser. V]^QOP^f¥« defcrib'^iW gQiogrthi- 
j>W.tbe? iiQgM^ ; Thyff^ fi^£ i^ the 

11^ V of -rif X^ri, fir gnat ix the 
'£^ ^/' ^^^^ ^ -^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

,¥^i|pAi/^A^PP^ their; particohr 
'Crpflcsi but by. the ft^lp.of tMs 
Prai&ipe aad Frame tbey do not 
foarly and morofely drag their 
Carols iiongj as if vex'd that there 
is any fuch thing as a Crols in 
Chrift's Religion: but they fiem 
cheerfully to run away with it to- 
ward Heaven upon this Confide- 
ration, becaufe great is the Glory 
of Cod 9 becaufe of the far mart 
€xceeding and eternal Weight $f 
Clary. 

S- 4- I ftaU prefs the Exhorta- 

tion> from the Honour that God has 
fat upon this Ordinance of finging 
the Divine Praifts* 

The Judgment of God is ac- 
cording to Trut^ 9 and 'tis at your 
periU that you flight, or neglcd, 
or thinH meanly of a Duty that 
Cod has put fucn an Honour upon : 
Honours that leem'd deilgn'd to 
Ihowy among; other end$, how 
much he is jConcemM for it, ibh in 
it, and what we may t^o^from it. 

He 
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. He has honoured it with xnolt^r. V} 
Sgn^ AfpearM€€s of \iim^Ai\ heL/^W 
lum&lf dcfcended, and fillM the 
7imp/#with ^-h^faaud^ as the 
Singers y^crc trsijmg the JLmrd^ 
laying, PrMfe the Lordj fir he is 2 Chroo. 
good J for his Mercy endureth for f-^-'l* 
^^r ) and then the Houfe was pffd 
with a Goud^ Jo that the Vriefts 
could not Jtand to minifier by reafon 
of the Cloudy for the Glory of the 
Lord filt*d the Houfe of God* 

God has crown'd it with rm;irfr^ 
Svcctffes and Bleflings : Jehofaphat^s 
Singers went berore the jirmy^ 
praiiing the Beatity of HoUnefs^ and aChron. 
their Enemys flew one another j XX. a i« 
and he afcrib'd tiis Viftory more to 
the Divine Sonjg, than to the Mili- 
tary Sword. 

God has fet the Broad Seal of 
Heaven to it by Aflracle and Con^ 
verfim at once, confirming there- 
by its Divine Original, its Effica- 
cy and Power upon the Heart : 
Paul and SWus fung Praife dt Mid-' ^g^^y^ 
nighty the Foundations Jhook^ the^i 
Trifon^Doors were ofei^dy every marfs 
Bands were loos^d^ ' and the Jailor 

convened* Firft Nature trembled, 

and ^ 



Ser. VI.' atui tlicri M. ?/ii/ir*s Heatt ; ^hich 

Lrv\J fliom this W4y of tiraiCog God 

to te a means of Gracei Hcr^ 

were Softgs in. the Night rpitheut m 

:a F*gw^^ ^d A^pck that^n^cfveif th^ 

,' Stojics themfelves witbdiit a FlUiorh. 

§.5. /ri ^i!^ Ordinance agKinft 

n^tch Satmtind his^ Agents have fjt- 

frefs^d a great deal of Kale X and for 

whichp pn the other handy gd^d pe^ 

fie have always had an htgh JTdlu^ 

arid Eficem. ' ' . 

It has been* very much the Ob- 
jeft gf Satan's Spite and Perfccu- . 
tion 9 and therefore owx Kegldft 
-RQuW fall. inwitU tl\c Pefign of 
ibe Enemy of God's Glory, . ind 
our Salvation. I ipay venture to 

lay, that this Ordinance has had 
its Martyrs and ConfiJf:rs too^ as 
wcU as the other Parts oif our np« 
ble Religion. l>e f6Uo«vi)ig In- 
ftaflcc^ will at kaft '(how a nijgbiy 
y^ue for this Ordinance. 
In the Reign of Julian the jifn- 
" '^ • ■ fia$e^ when the Oracle of Dafhfic 

' (or they that managed it) ,was4if- 
r. Cave's turb'd that the Bones of Bahyl4^ 
fe/Bd' the Martyr \a^ fo near it ; the 
^ ChriJUans wctc Ot^^\'^ \.^^^^^^t 
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t!hcmi 'attd- fPheoJtrHs^ ft godlySer. 
youttg Man, at the Head of thcL>V 
Oojflpany, brought away hw C&ffinj. 
fii9firf£' bs tb<fy w^rtt that part of 
Piato- 'KCVili wh*i& 'tis faid, 
Confhuhktdi k'i M they thitt wrjhif 
graven Images* *^ Julian inrag'dj 
commanded the Ringleader to be 
apprehended \ ^twas d^ne: The^^ 
dwHs is fciz'd, and tortur'd from* 
Mornihg to Night with variety <>j? 
unparallelM Croeltysy and a Siify 
ceffion of frefli Tonnentow •, ana 
tho he was taken up for Tinging a 
Pfalffl in contempt of the Ewpe^^ 
Yor^s Religion, yct- while he wasi 
upon the £#f^Jt, and the Torinen-- 
tors plying him *n every fide, he- 
continu'd with a chearfnl Gouijte- 
nance to fing the fame over again, 
Cimfrynded he all they that werjhif' 
graven Ima^^s. ' The other is that^ '.'' 
of. Puhlia^ wholj ^% Jidian pafs'd ' 
by^ would Ghg P/4/- CXV. 4. Their •:.* • . 
Idids art Siher and' Gold^ theWarks 
of Menr Hands j they that maktthem ■ 
are tike tmteithem : and "ffkiCfi com- ' * 

maaded'to be fileiit, efpecially 
when the £;>f;j^n7r pafsM by, (he ^ 
fun^ on Ffal. LXVlll. 1 • Ux Go4 
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Ser. Vi'ittife^ and let his Enenys he fimt.' 

K^yrsiter^d* EnragM at this, the ^j^« 

Rate comman4€d her to be brongfat 

Defore him, and. beaten till (he 

was aU bloody : all which (he toolc 

as the hig^ieft HoxiQnr^ went back 

to her Houfe, and condnu'd to 

iing with thofe about her. Her 

Behaviour in this I am not here to. 

djfoqte, I mention it only as aa 

Inftance of a zealous Adherence tp 

this part of her Religion, finging. 

of Pfalms. /.. ? 

.. The Value pf the Primitive 

Chriftians for this Duty v^a$/fb 

great) that when they met in thp, 

greatelt Dangers, and in the ISight, 

this nevertheleis made a part of 

Plio. Ep. their Worfiiip : And by one t^at 

ad Trtj. liv'd near the fecend Century^ we 

are told, that 'twas then amdQgi 

Ai i«;tfi; the Marks of ia Chriftiaft^ tiiathe 

ll^JfLJj^ was tf/;f that frais^d God with Thanlf' ' 

jS^^OhSiving and fmging of Pfafms j apd 

Akx. that rii^^ holy Sctdsof that time were. 

'A» Art- continually blejfing^ and frsifing^ 

#«, vtaS-'prcfenting Hymns to Gedy ^d fing^ 

'*> ^^^^' i^gJPfdms. Praife is the . very: 
^^?L Breath of the new Creature, : aflo 

-i •srn^S^caa it ever U Yj\io\v^ fco-^x ^^A. 
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liying^^Squl.? . 5i/rr/y the Righteom%\ 
fii^S^^ive Th4nh unto thy Name*%^ 
iWH^^U the World is caU'd upon" 
ta io . fo, 'twould be ftrange for 
tiem'^obe filent 

Awake my Glory 5 q. d. it's the 
biory of a good Man^ that whea 
bis Mind is tun'd, his Soalcangp 
up w;th his Song, and is able to 
inount above the Attraftion of 
worldly Pleafures, and the Imjjref- 
fionof worldly Occurrences, glo- 
rying in the Lord : My Glory I do 
not Dlace in my 'Nomination, to 
the Kingdomi nor m xiiy military 
Skill', nor in my R^^tiontoKing 
SayT-j bat thait I have a JJ^^ Ifeart^ 
aild a ready Tmgue to fing and giye 
Praife/ ,"' ''" '.'' ' ■ 
; Othtt'; CSirffiians^ choftii 

father ' to : t^dttrb; zSl Torments 
than quit the Pradice, and. give op 
the Ordinance. 

And at the time, of the Reform B 
mat ion you inirihti both 'in lEwlaiii^ 
and Prance ^ diftinjgmih fafiptrsA^^ 
Protefiants by tiidr enmity agai 
this Duty, or Value for it. When 
England began to fliake* off jR^mr, 
we arc tbld, bj a Icirned W^fteh 



inft*^ 
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Sen VI." Tbat; Mens Affeftians tp the 
v>^W>*« Work of Rcfofmatioa were 
'* every where , meafur^d by. their 
" finging or hot finging of the 
" tranflated Pfalras, And as to 
Franc Cy wbea Clement . M^ot^ a 
Courtier and a ■■ P^et^ bad conibcra- 
ted his Mufe to God, and traur 
iOated about fifty of David's 
Pfalms into French Metre ; BezJ$ 
did an hundred more, and all the 
Scripture-Songs: X,etpis Guadimetf 
the ^fafh or Jedutbun of that Age, 
skilfully fet thexn to tbofe. id^ 
dious Tttnes that are fiiog.tothis 
Synod, in day- This holy Qrdioapce io 
GaiKa Re- dbarm'd the Bars aju) Afic^oh? of 
form, voi-aii^ that it gave a- mighty Spread 
^' P* 5* to the Reformation^ ajid contri- 
buted greatly to the Propa^twm 
of. the Goipeh Perfons of all 
Ranks 'fung Pfalms, not only.ia 
the Temples, but i{i th?irfamuys j 
.!.'.. and DO Gefttlemaa^of the. Re- 
; . ' formed Religion wqiild fit down 
■' ' at his Table withpuf' praifingGod,' 
by finginjj a Pfalin: and i\icy 
made, it, a fpecial Parted their 
Mpj^ag anA . Evcf^ingrWorflupt 
Tfae-Rage of the topilh Clergy ^a- 

gainlt 
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gainft this was no wonder, butSer. VI- 
Sic manner of managing their t>'W# 
Oppofition was remarkable, and 
tli^ Alarm that it gave them* 
'Twas reprefcnted to the A7;if , Bcm Hift. 
that the Chttrch was fallings andEcc^ ^c 
that the Magifirati was goipg to^"^> 
be deposed, and that the i^rW^i , J "* • J^ 
were raifing Sedition^ becaufb "* * ^ * 
they fungPfalms j thothe Pfalms 
for the King^s Majefiy^ and the 
Profperity of the Kingdom were 
always furig firllt : Whereupon the. 
finging of P^ms wa«; protiibited 
all the Kingdom over. 

But their ufoal Methods of Forte 
and Violence were not the only 
Oppofition they made to thU Or* 
dinance: Prpfmne Songs were in*- 
coaras'dy £Wf«iifi«^ and 7ilii<*/W were- 
brougnt into the Field igainfl: JD/i^ 
vid and j^Japh \ and -the Ribaldry' 
of thofe obfcene Pms^ whonv the ' 
Gardinafvof Lt^dih had proqurM kyno^u^h ■ 
to be tmanated;: and fung Un the tt Xj^; ,- \ 
Courftj wai' ojipoe^d td the teach- ^ ? . 

ing and adnfomjhln^ om^ M^th^r in • . ; t^; 
Tpdfns^ f^Yhns^ and ffiritual Songs : '' ' " 

as if they were ilrdnfciousT who 
were, the'ljcfi: AW^^Xb ^irCtttift^"^ 
: • thofe 
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Ser. Vl.thofe infpir'd from Heaven, or 
V>^W thofc from Hell i and that the 
Rmiijh CJWcfe had lefs to fear frpjB 
the Pro&nefs of thofe wamou Pomj 
than from the llnging DaviiTs 
P/dhts with GrAce in the Hearts 

It^s certain, that if this Ordi- 
nance had had fair pUy, Poferf 
• * ■ would havp been driven out by it, 
as furely as the evil ISfirit in Saul' 
fled before JDaviiPs Harp, or. th& 
Ammonites before Jehofafhdi% Sin- 
gers. Ifo wonder then 'twas one; 
of.thefirft.tibtings ftrAck at^ bojtlL 
when the keprmati&n'was firft'Wni 
gun, and the Extirpation of biir 
Religion more lately defighM^ aqd; 
cstny^d On in FrMce by the Great. 
Perfeetttcr of xbis Day, in.compa-:> 
rifon of whom the iSTrr^'s ^bl^Dic^ » 
cUfianh of old Were harxBleft ind. 
modeft Mames. 
LcsPlaiih Singing Pfalms was always an 
^^ infupportable Part of piir Worflup 
SSL tP th^:-W» ClGTgfr They, omit- 
opprimet ted no^ findeavt^tirs to deprive the > 
en Franc. Pretefiants of this Gonfolation by 
HChud. fcvcral EdiUs. Some forbidding 
Singing in private Hcufei\ fome 
commandi^B them to ccafe Slngr 
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ing, even in their CWdbf/, whenSer.' Vi; 
the Sacrameitf paft by, or at thcgjJVVI 
time of any Proceffion. But ^t^^i^M;^ 
fcngth, when the Projefl: of de-t^eC de 
ftroying the Reform'd was xipeFraoccip. 
for executiouy they got it univcr-i^- 
felly prohibited by an jirrefi of 
Council in the year i66i. Then it Hiftoiw ' 
was criminal to ling Pfalms either dcl'Edift 
in j^ublick or private, upon penal-^cNano, 
ty of 500 I^ivres i their Pfalm- 
^ooks were burnt publicldy by. 
the comn^pn. Hangman, and fe- 
veral wete beaten and fent to Pri- 
fon for praifing God that way: 
as if David's Ff4ms were a very 
naughty @opk, and not fo fit to 
be trufted with the common Peo- 
ple's Catulluf ^a^^bulltu. 

licyeuppn criminal Procefles 
were formMagainft leveral, who- 
made no more difficulty of viola* ■ 
tina this Order, thsLix, Daniel did • 
witn^rerpeQ: to th^t Decree which 
forbid hin; to pray to his.God. 

A yrouftam Minifier publilh'd aM. Brou- 
little Book in the Defence of frng-Ruiw^*- 
ihg Pfalms, and to fliow the In-;^'f}r^ ^^ 
jiiftice andjmpiety of tbcfc Prohi-^^"""" 
bi^ioils, and the Obligations that ^ 

. aU . 
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Ser. VI* all Chriftians are under' to fing 
\>*VN; the Praifos of God : TTwas ov^ 
dcr'd, by another Arrefi of Ctun^ 
€Hy Arm. ttf<f 3. that bis Hook IhonlA 
be hurm^ the Author hanifift fbr 
• a Year, and rendered incapable of 
exei^ciiiAg bis Miniftry during th^ 
HiibApol. time ^ and that the Bodtfeflir^ who 
ch.18. printed it, (houl(lt\otonlybe ^^r 
mjh'd for two Years, but (hould 
pay 300 Livres'^ and neither he^ 
nor any of his Family^ fhould ever 
Af rf Shpp any more : which Was 
executed accordingly. But not^ 
witbftaQding thefe Declarations, 
and the Severity with which they 
were ex-ecuted, fo vaft a number 
continu'd to fing Pfalms both in 
their Houfcs and elfewhere, that 
thofc Judges who had any Remains 
of Honour or Confcience, were 
alham'd to execute always the 
;^ Severity of thefe £^iffi .- Yet they 
■ continu'd in full force, and as the 
TerfecutioH encreasM, they redou- 
bled the rigorous Execution of 
thefe Prohibitions againlt iinging 
of Pfalms. 

Among others, 'twas a noble 

Teftimony.born to this Ordinance 

\ by 



the Duty e?/ S i n gin o: 21$ 

by ziiArtifan^ of the Town ofSer. VI 
CJtr€S in the Vfper Lattgjiedoc ;' ^^^ 
When an Officer Ihew'd him the 
Declaration againit dnging Pialm^^ 
Be confounded the Adverfary^ by 
Cibfcribing at the bottom no other 
Anfwer than this, with his own 
Hand : Plal. XXXIV. i . / mtl hlefs 
the Ltnrd at all tirmsj his Praift 
j1Ei[j7 ti comirfually in my Mouth* 

In their f^er Ren: 

Jamais ne Ceflerai, 
De Magnifier) le Seigneur, 
£n maBouche adraiTonHoneur* 
Tant qne vivant ferax. . 

Tate and Brady : 
T^ro ai the changing Scenes of 
Life^ 
In Yrevhle^ or in Joy^ 
The Praifes of myGod jhall fiill 
Afy Heart and Tongue emfloy* 

This was indeed with David ta 

fay, White I live I will fraife'the 
Lord', I will pig Praifes to my God 
while I have my Being* As if Da^ 
vid liv'd by the Breath of Praife^ 
and defir'd to live no longer than 
hecoulddolb. I 
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Ser. VI. I may be allow'd to mention, as 
^i;Q^a fiirthcr Inftance of d mighty 
ftfReit^luly^^^^ for this Ordinance, theP^^- 
</o»u%e» V^ of Orange ; who when the me- 
jIandiolY News was broodit them 
thdt they were abandoned to t^c 
French Cruelty without Relief, and 
that thty muft leave their* Habi- 
tations and (Country, they were 
refolv*d to fart with a Pfalm: 
and judging it to be the laft Li- 
berty they Ihonld have of aflem- 
bUng in the Omrchj thither they 
aU repair in Crowds, and melting 
Into Tears: The Minifter^ wjio 
preach'd that day, caus'd the 
Lift Pfalm to be iung kneeling*. 
Sing they would, tho they were 
interrupted with a great many 
Sighs, and Sobs and Tears. 

Shall they ling thus in the Fur- 
nace of AfBiftion, and dorify 
God in the midft of the Fires ? 
Shall they not only .offer the Saai- 
ficeofPraife, but make themfelves 
a Sacrifice rather than omit it ? 
And will not their Singing up- 
braid our Silence and Ne^eft? 
Blefled be God we are not call'd 
to be Martyrs for the Ordinance^ 

nor 
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nor to firtg the Satins of the Lord in Set 
ntfirMge Land^ and in the want^-/^ 
of all things : Nay in the want of 
all things (fays a great Soul) 
fhould we praife the Lord ; tho 
he has taken away every thing 
elfe^ if he hath not taken away 
Himfelf, who is greater and better 
than AH. But where God has 
given all things pertaining to Life 
and Godlinefs, and fifl'd the 
Mouth with good things, 'cis that 
the Lips fhould fhow forth his 
Praife, for our Perfonal, Family 
andPuWick Mercys, in fecrct, ia 
private, and in publick. 

(i.) Sometimes fecretly^ and ^- 
lone by our felves. David had his 
Songs in the Nighty when alone j 
and feveral of his Pfalms feem 
composed for his own private Ufe : 
And the jlpofileikys^ If any Many 
any particular Man by himfelf, be 

merYy-^ let him fing Pfalms. The 
Voice of Praife will fweeten Re- 
tirement, perfume the Clofct, and 
bring down the belt of Company 
to us, or carry up our Souls to 
that which is fo : This has been 
found, by many a poor Sufferer, 

L a 
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Ser. VI. a ftronjg Confolation in their dark 
u^V^Vand folitary Dungeons and Pri* 
fons. 

(2.) In your Family s y fufpofing a 
competent Number ^ and capable ^i;- 
ces. This moreover fuppofes Fa- 
mily-Worfliip 0'. e.) that you are 
Chriftians, according to the Judg- 
ment of a great Perfbn, whofe 
ABp Til- words are thefe : " Conftant Fa- 
lotfonV «* mily-Worfliip is fo neceflary 
Sermon of u ^o keep alive a fenfe of God 
SL " ^^^ Religion in the Minds of 
— * *^ Men, that I fee not how any 
'^ Family, that negleds it, can in 
*' reafon be efteem'd a Family of 
*' Chriftians, or indeed to have 
*^ any Religion at all. And fing- 
ing Pfalms makes a refrefhing en- 
livening part of that Worfliipi 
where it can be decently pcr- 
formM. That this was the Prac- 
tice of the Primitive ChrifilanSy 
appears from feveral Teftimonys 
produc'd by the learned Author 

Part II. of i\i^ Enquiry Into the Confiitutlon 
c. 1. a id Difclfline of the Primitive 
Cicm. Cjurch : They fung Pfalms at their 
Alex. Mejls, and at their Feftivals. TVr- 
tuUlan inveighiiig againft Marriage 

•X- with 
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with Unbelievers, from the pre- Ser. V 
judice fuch an unequal Yoke would ^W^ 
be tp Family -Religion, takes par- 
ticular notice of this Branch of it, 
of finging * Pfalms : What Jar and 

tiifcord mufi Vamty and Profanenefs 
he to this heavenly Mufick of a Soul 
divinely^ tund? And afterwards 
defcribiug the Happy -t* Pair whom 
Love and. Religion have united, 
he mentions this Part among the •: ./ 
other Harmonys of fuch a Condi- 
tion, Tloat they fing together (fup- 1 pcfc I 
pofing Ability) as Heirs of they. 1 
ijrace of Life ; neither their Prayers^ 
nor their 'Pfalms were hindered* 
This was formerly more the Prac- 
tice of gpod. People, than 'tis now \ 
and in later times, when Family^ 
Religion was not fo unfafhionable 
a thing. 

One of the Afinifiers^ in a Fare- 
wel'Sermortj tells his Hearers, 
" That he cou'd remember the' 
time when a Perfon, on a Lord's ' 
Day^ might hear a continu'd 






' ^ Quid Maritin fuus iUi, tcI marito Quid ^ 
lUacanubic? f Soamt inter duos Plalmij 
SfcHygmi, &c. 
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^ ■ 

Scr. VI." Melody of Pfalms^ in walking 

u/W;" from one end of this City to 

*5 the other. It's certain, there 

are Family-Mercys and Bkl&ngs 

that call for Family ^Praifes^ as 

\vell as publick and perionaL Ds^ 

vid feems to mark the good Man's 

Pfilm Loor with this Infcription, The 

CXVIIL fTgicc of Rejoycing Mi #/ Salvation 

* ^' is in the TnhcmacUs of the Righteous i 

PC XXX« and he compos'd a ffaliu on par- 
pofe for the dedicMtwg of his 
DemXK. own Houfe. Under the Law eve- 
5* ry Houfe was dedicated t Dedica- 

tion and Worfiiip ttake a^ Chtircb, 
and bythis *twil} bc'inQwn.that 
there is a Church in thy. Hdu£t. 
A'r. PhiBp And as a Man ef Cod us^dto^ fij, 
Henry > a jbig jj the way to hojd i^otdi 
^'^'' ^ Godlinefs^ like RahMf\ fcarle^ 
" Thread, to fuch as pafs by <mx 
*' Windows. And as die fame 
excellent Man us'd to 6y^ ^ They 
** do well who pray Morning and 
** Evening in their Familys^ hot 
** they do better who pray and- 
** read the Scriptures; oat tihey 
«' do belt of an, who J)ray^ and 
^* read, and (ing Pfalms: iand 
^ Chriftians fttfwVi w^«.^wMa8> 
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« lythc beft Gifts. This was his Sep. 
Own daily Practice, which hema*LA^ 
nag'd fo as to make it a Pleafur^ 
and not a Task to Children and 
Servants; feldomlong, never te- 
dious : for he had an excellent Fa- 
calty of rendring Religion the 
mou; fweet and amiable Imploy- 
ment in the World. 

It^s a Trifle to ob)ed we are 
afraid of being overheard^ and 
that we (hall only entertain the 
Banter of a fcoffing World. In- 
deed a prudent Man will order his 
Affiurs with Difcretion, and WiC- 
dom is profitable to direft 9 but 
examine, whether this is not be- 
ing alham'd of God and his Way. 
May not your Example and Prao 
tice do good to others ? Has not 
your own Heart been warm'd 
and afieded when you have gone 
by and heard a Family fo im- 
ploy'd ? I fhall only add, That if 
Paul and Silas had been afraid of 
being overheard^ the Jailor might 
never have been converted. 

/ (3.) jiwake yowr Glary-^ and fit^ 
t$ God in Puhlichj with tht united 
VoiviS rf tb$ C(mrtg(nxim% Let 1114 

£ 5 .^ ^^m^ 
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in-iht midft of the ^riat'-'Congre^a^ 
tion* * ' 

^ 3?^ this the Burden dfyour Sdng^ 
■ . In 'full :^ff}rhblyf blSfs'thc' Lord j . 
j4ll who to lirzeVs Tribe belongs : 
The God of IfraelV Praife record. 

Pfal. Tate. 

I clofe all with an Addrels to 
two forts of Perfonsv 

Firfi^ You that are yet tinfaiif- 
ffd 2inA ttmonvinc^d^ have a care 
of a cenlbrious jWj^m^ Spirit, or 
reproachful Language: don't give 
"way to any Eftrangednefs from 
your Brethren uporithis account. 
Your differing Opinion- ■ in . this 
Matter ought hot to drive you 
from thcCoHimuhion of thofe that 
praftife Singings becaufe you are 
not forced to ling with them, but 
may be meditating 'all the while ^ 
and, becaufe of the- indifpenfible 
Duty all Chriftians are under, to 
allovr each bth^t the Liberty of 
Confcience^ \t a Cs^xi'^^^NSiSi^ 



' tke Duty t?/ S I N G I N G. • i 

ibould be equally divided for, andjfer 
againft thia i I caa fee no Realbn C^ 
why;theone ihould fay to thco-^ 
tjiers, you (hall not fing, while the 
= Sinc^brsdo not force ic upon the 
Rewfersj but according to Rule^ 

L^ave, them that are atherwife mind* 
edy till .Gad JiiMl reveal it j and yet 
whereto we h.ive attained walkifjg to* 
geiher. I am not utterly a Stran- 
ger to the Tvviftings and Turnings 
us'd to evade this i but be open • 
to Goavidion : Strain not for 
DifRcultys : Do Apt -raake a:i hard 
fliitr to remain unlktisfyM, while/ 
foiiie may without Ceniure be fup-" 
pos'd to pradifc many tilings ia 
Religion upon Icfs Evidence and 
weaker Proof. Omit not the Mc- 
thods pf Information, Reading, 
Prayer and Gonvcrfej and whea 
your Objedions are luirly an- 
fwer'd, let not Prejudice or Guf- 
tom ftep up to the Breach, and 
maintain the Ground againft a 
friendly Attack i in yielding to 
which you'l after wards fee Rcafou 
to fing a Triumph over your own 
Defeat 



f24 ^ Exhortation to 

Ser. VI- You that are fatisffd^ let not 
C/Wyour Souls be wnu^d by any 
flights that may be put upon it by 
the Profane on the one nand, or 
the Miftakcn on the other. It 
fbunds odd to you, the making it 
a Queftion, whether v^ ihould 
ling God^s Praifes or no ? but let 
it not furprize you that this Or- 
dinance has its Enemys. Exercife 
a Candour and Love towards thofe 
you count miftaken^ and tho you 
cannot, muft not carry it fo far 
as to facrifice a plain Duty to their 
prejudice, neither let your Zeal 
for one Duty eat up the other of 
Charity and Forbearance. Be true 
to your own Principles, and allow 
a Latitude to others. 

Let your gracious Frame, and 
ferious manner of performing it^ 
and your fpiritual Improvement 
by it, do an Honour to the Ordi-* 
nance, and recommend it to o- 
thers. 

Always admire the Grace and 
Goodnefs of God in a Mediator^ 
that does not difdain to accept of 
fuch Praifes as ours. Admire that 

fc / any 



the Duty of Si N G i KG. 2: 

.any tMiig we dn'io Ihould be Scr. . 
calrd Service^ and that any thing *^^ 
wfe can fay fliould be called Praife. ' 
When the Sons of, the Momii^ ftill 
Jihg watery aiM' cAitmtially fur- 
round his Throne with tinipotted 
Hallelujahs;' yet "'he fays to a 
Worm, Let me hear th^ V^oice^ for Ookt. \ 
^iis fieafant. Certainly this is to i4» 
the end that my Glory Jhovld not 
be JiliHt'^ but jhonld fing and give 
Praife. With D^dh Refolve j 



?iklflt2 



IN paijing Ced^ xphile he fre^ 
tongs 
Ai)l Brentth^ I^.vrill that Breath 

imploy : 
And join Devotion to my Songs^ 
Sincere as is in him my Joy* 



Whih 



a 2<J \J» Ex H ,d R T A T i oV, d-f .' 

Ser. VL 

While Sinners from EartVs Face 
ar^huri^d^ , . .. 

My Sauly t^J^ff n^k^^^ I^^, ^^^y 

7V//^ iP/VA m-Song^, the Ufipinf 

World . 
jeinOmfm^ and his Pmifi ff^ 

ciaim* '. ,! ■ ' ■ \ 

• . »■ I ■ 
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BOO KS lately Printed and Sold 
by N' Ciijfe at the Candleftkl^ 
the lower End of Cheapjidcj 
near the Old Jury. 

TH E Hiftory of England^ from the 
beginning of the Reign of Queen 
Anne, to the Conclufion of the glorious 
Treaty of Union between England and 
Scotland. Comprehending all the me- 
morable Tranfaftions (Publick and Pri- 
vate") both at Home and Abroad, with 
the Proceedings at large, o^ both 'Parlia- 
ments in relation to t'^ Union, and all . 
the remarkable Speeches4:hat have been 
made, on that and other Occafions, fmce 
her Ma jefty's Acceflionto the Throne. 

A ConfelTion of Faith at the publick 
Ordination of Thomas Bradbury^ London, 
Jkly thQ jctb, 1707, With an Exhorta- 
tion to Minifters and People, By Mr. 
J, S boner. 

The Welfare of Ifrael confider'd : In two 
Sermons on the Fifth of November^ 1705, 
and 1706. With a Thankfgiving Ser- 
mon at Stjpney, June 27. 1706. By Tbo. 
Biiidbury, 

Sermons on feveral Subjefts, w':^. of 
I\-ide;^ Luxury, ■ Idlenefs, Unmercifiil- 
nefs ) of Uncleannefs, of future Punilh- 
mQXii.s and Rewards, of Education, of 
rheKnowledg of God, of the Service 
of God, and of Sincerity and Chearful- 
nef s therein ; and fevcral otKtt \ifefel. 
$ifbjea$. Being the <tlv\oVxnyfc- ^'^ 



Books Sold by N. Cliffe. 

7. Cmdnt^ D. D. PublifhM by John Lord 
Bilhop oi Cblchefter. N.B. In a fliort 
time will b2 publifli'd the Sixth and 
Laft Volume, to which will be added 
the Author's Life. 

A Mechanical Account of the Non- 
Naturals ; being a brief Explication of 
the Changes made in Human Bodys by 
Air, Diet, fyc» together with an En- 
quiry into the Nature and Ufe of Baths 
upon the fame Principles. To which is 
prefix'd, the Doftrine of Animal Se- 
cretion in JTeveral Propofitions. By Jer. 
Walnwfighty TyL D* 

A General i^l&ot^ of all Voyages 
and Travels throughout the Old and 
New World, from the jSrft Ages to this 
prefent Time, illuftrating. both the an- 
tient and modern Geography ; contain- 
ing an accurate Delcription of each 
Country, its natural Hiffory and Pro- 
duft \ the Religion, Cuftoms, Manners, 
Trade, ^c. of the Inhabitants, and 
whatfoe.ver is remarkable and curious in 
any kind. An Account of all Difcove- 
rys hitherto made in the maft remote 
Parts, and the great Ufefulnefs of fuch 
Attempts, for improving both natural 
and experimental Philoi'ophy. With a 
Catalogue of all Auchors.that hav^ ever 
dcfcrib'd any "part of the World, ati' im- 
partial Judgment and Criticifm on i heir 
Works, for difcernin^ between the repu- 
table and fabulous Relaters ; and an i^^x- 
tratt of the Lives of the moft conlidera- 
ble Travellers. By Moniier du Fcria , of 
f/ie Royal Acadertiy. MadeEnglifliftoin 
the Fork Edition* 
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